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The Still Point
Notes from the 11th House by Joyce Hopewell

I forget. You probably forget. Almost innovative still camera technique he introduced to
everyone forgets – unless they are living film dance sequences. Trish Crawford writes about
consciously in the moment – about the the Higgs (God) Particle, describing the state of
amazing inner resource we all have but forget to use. perfect balance and stillness which exists when there
I’m referring here to the centre, the still inner space is symmetry in the Universe, and in the article on
within us all which we might call the soul or spirit, the Parkinson’s Disease by Birgit Braun we learn of
doorway to universal energy. We have access to this symptoms which include both stillness and movement
but simply forget it’s there unless we work at and make – muscle stiffness and shaking .
This sent me
it a part of everyday
hunting for my
life. In the natal
copy of The Four
chart it’s symbolised
Quartets by T.S.Eliot
by the central core,
and words which,
the empty circle in
for me, sum up
the middle of the
this
juxtaposition
chart. We take it for
of
stillness
and
granted, we ignore it
movement. We, as
and we forget about
astrologers,
have
it. We might only
access to the still point
remember it when
through the central
some thing or event
core of the chart.
jogs our memory.
It’s always there. We
Then we remember
all sometimes need
it’s there.
reminding what this
“Kyoto Temple” by Maylis Curie
My memory was
www.maylisphotography.com
empty, still space in
jogged in this way
the chart signifies.
when I read through
a draft of this issue of Conjunction. I was looking At the still point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor
for a starting point to begin writing these notes fleshless;
and discovered several articles and items featuring
Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the
different aspects of stillness and movement. Sue
Lewis writes about Rupert Sheldrake’s new book The dance is,
Science Delusion, in which he takes the established But neither arrest nor movement. And do not call it
scientific community to task for assuming it knows fixity,
the true nature of reality, delivering a robust response Where past and future are gathered. Neither movement
to the views held by Richard Dawkins et al. Sales of from nor towards,
Sheldrake’s book suggest much public interest and a Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the point, the still
tangible movement away from scientists who claim to point,
have the answers to everything.
There would be no dance, and there is only the dance.
My own article on the chart of dancer Fred Astaire
from Burnt Norton, part 2.
mentions not just the movement of dance, but the

CONGRATULATIONS!
The following students have successfully completed their studies:

APA Diploma in Astrological Psychology
Anne Marmenout (Belgium)

Foundation Course ‘B’
Shaun Craik-Horan
CONJUNCTION No. 54, March 2012, Page 2

News
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Ruth Stüssi (1948-2011)
We were sad to read in the recent issue of
AstroLog of the death of Ruth Stüssi on
24th December 2011. Ruth was one of the
closest collaborators of Bruno & Louise Huber, and
a leading tutor in their API school. She will be well
remembered by those who had the pleasure of meeting
her at Huber events in Switzerland, who will probably
remember her under the name Ruth Schmidhauser.
There is an appreciation of Ruth in Astrolog 185 by
Bruno Landolt and Wolfhard König.

Our new cover picture banner is an edited version of
one of a series by Australian photographer Mike Salway,
who caught this magnificent picture of a conjunction
between the Moon, Jupiter and Venus in New South
Wales, 1st December 2008. See mikesalway.com.au.

The Cosmic Egg Timer:
Second Edition and on Kindle
An updated and revised edition of the best-selling
introduction to astrological psychology, The Cosmic
Egg Timer: Introducing Astrological Psychology, is now
available both in paperback and on Amazon’s popular
Kindle ebook reader.
See the review on page 23. The Kindle version will
also soon be available in colour, and so able to be
viewed in colour on PCs and tablets such as Kindle
Fire and iPad.

APA on Twitter
Remember that APA now has a Twitter stream under
the name @astpsy, containing regular ‘tweets’ with
the latest news and reminders of various aspects of
astrological psychology and the Association. Join
Twitter from the link on the website front page.
You can also see the most recent tweets on our
website at http://www.astrologicalpsychology.org/
tweets.html, and also an archive of older tweets linked
from that page.

Free Birth Charts
In collaboration with Cathar Software, we now offer
through the website www.astrologicalpsychology.org
free Huber-style birth charts that you can print or
download to your computer (radix chart only).
If you need chart data or house or moon node charts
you will need to either use the chargeable services
referenced on the web page or purchase your own
software, which is what most students will ultimately
do for maximum flexibility.

Regulus Platinum Student Version
The original version of the
software programme Regulus
Student Edition offered the
basic facilities necessary to
complete the APA Diploma
Course. The new version,
Regulus Platinum Student
Version has been enhanced
to include a number of additional features such as
Multiple and Presentation Charts, Click Charts,
Transits and Progressions and more.
A full list of features can be found at http://
www.catharsoftware.com/Products/Regulus.aspx,
including:
Radix chart, data, age progression
House chart, data, age progression
Nodal chart, data, age progression
Family Model
Solar Returns
Multiple and Presentation Charts
Click Charts
Transits and Progressions
This is recommended by Huber Software as a very
good program for the money, excellent for anyone
who just needs a no-nonsense Huber program with
no frills. It will probably be sufficient for many APA
students even after they have obtained their Diploma.
The new programme is available on CD from
Huber Software (software.huber@btinternet.com) at
the unchanged price of £95, or can be purchased as
a download from http://www.catharsoftware.com
(current price $199USD). Those who previously
purchased the earlier version of the software, and would
like these additional features, can obtain an upgrade
from http://www.catharsoftware.com (current price
$60USD).
Elly Gibbs.
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Ten Thousand Hours
Research suggests that
it takes 10000 hours
of practice to create a
chess grandmaster –
to become one of the
cream of the world’s
chess players. That’s
over 5 hours a day for
at least ten years!
Best Ever Grandmaster?
Now, chess is a
Bobby Fischer
relatively simple game
with just six different types of pieces, sixteen pieces
in total and 64 squares.
Consider now astrology, with ten planets, twelve
signs, twelve houses, seven ptolemaic aspects, three
or more charts, a time dimension, and many more
degrees of freedom. And that’s just astrological
psychology – some astrologers use many other
features too numerous to mention.

Correspondence
John Grove offers some further thoughts related to his
article on dreams and the shadow:
It is worth pointing out that the interaction with the
shadow takes the form of a dialogue. It is written as
if the shadow figure is an autonomous figure. Fagan
is to be addressed as he appears in the dream and
accepted for what he is. It is evident from Hillman’s
work that
“Personifications of our mature fate are figures
of our fantasies and all things in the psyche which
we do not produce, but which produce themselves ,
have their own life. (P. 54. Healing Fiction. Hillman,
Frank, Spring Publications, Inc. Putnam, Conn.
1994)
“Know thyself in Jung’s terms means to become
familiar with, to open oneself to and listen to, that
is, to know and discern, daimons.” (p. 55. ibid). And
in a dialogue that is how the daimon is set free as an
accepted manifestation of my soul.
Furthermore, one has to get rid of prejudices
in thinking if one is to engage in such activities
as dialogue with the Shadow. The first mistake is
believing that authenticity is trying to be a consistent
self-identity. Rather…
“Authenticity is the perpetual dismemberment of
being and not-being as self, a being that is always in
many parts, like a dream with a full cast. We all have
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So if you still feel like a novice, you’re in good
company with most of the rest of us! And if you
really aspire to be among the best there’s a lot of
work to do.
The consolation is that with astrological
psychology you can get useful results very early
on – that’s the wonder of Bruno & Louise Huber’s
simplified approach.
Not quite like chess, where the grandmaster will
always beat the learner. Checkmate!
Reviews on Amazon etc
You can help to spread the word about your favourite
books on astrological psychology by placing your
own reviews on online websites such as Amazon. A
few positive reviews can make all the difference to
someone thinking about buying a book. Of course,
you can also make negative reviews if that is your
particular opinion!

identity crises because a single identity is a delusion of
the monotheistic mind that would defeat Dionysus
at all costs… Authenticity is in the illusion, playing
it, seeing through it from within as we play it, like an
actor who sees through his mask and can only see in
this way.” (Ibid, p. 39.) In the Huber Method, all the
aspect patterns can apply to different ego states and
unless they are all connected and integrated, one can
easily see the disconnected parts (of ourselves). In my
humble opinion, this is true in the radix, house and
nodal charts.
To ferret out all the inferior parts of our life
experience in our life history from the Nodal Chart
is one way of chronicling the shadow. We recognize
that we are playing different roles some of which are
somewhat shameful, embarrassing. Even so, most
of our shadow activity is unconscious because we
tend not to “see the log in our eye but that in our
neighbor’s eye”… through projection. But if one
studies one’s own life, one finds an autobiographical
history. But this history has to rely on memory.
However, this memory and “historical reality is only
a cover for soul significance, only a way of adapting
the archetypal sense of mystery and importance to
a consciousness engrossed in historical facts. If the
image does not come as history, we may not take it
as real.” (Hillman, ibid. p. 41-42)
John D.Grove

The Science Delusion
2012 has begun with the publication of an important
book, and it looks as though the public might be ready
for it. The first printing of Rupert Sheldrake’s The Science
Delusion sold out within two days, and the official launch
by Scientific and Medical Network (www.scimednet.org),
on 17 January, had a capacity audience of 200 at King’s
College London, and was transmitted over the internet.
Fulsome comments have appeared in such diverse
publications as Cygnus Review (www.cygnus-books.
co.uk) and The Financial Times.
Sheldrake’s first book, A New Science of Life (1981),
which set out his hypothesis that the morphogenetic
fields of plants and animals have an inherent memory,
Rupert Sheldrake Natal Chart
28.06.1942, 18:00, Newark upon Trent, England (Rating A)
was lampooned by Nature, but ran to a second edition
in 1985 and a new revised edition in 2009. His theory
was heralded by alternative thinkers, but he was put bring his work to fruition. All three family/ego planets
on the suspect list by mainstream science, where he has function together. Sheldrake dedicates the book to his
continued to fight his corner. This latest publication wife Jill Purce and their sons, thanking them for their
does not so much add to the substantial research he has encouragement. At the launch he thanked Scientific and
undertaken and published over the past thirty years as Medical Network for providing him with a family group
take the scientific world to task over its assumption that in which to operate. This supportive environment is
it already knows the nature of reality, and only needs to important for someone with unaspected Mercury and
such acute awareness of the world around him.
tidy up the details.
Sheldrake’s age progression for the launch shows the
Science and its high priests are likened to
age point as a temporary focus of trines, square
the pre-Reformation Church of Rome with
and sextile from the rest of the chart. This could
its ruling papacy, and those who challenge its
be the culminating point of his career.
constants are heretics. Sheldrake responds to
Transiting Pluto is already within one
Richard Dawkins’s God Delusion (2006) with
degree
of conjunction with his Moon, which,
his Science Delusion, turning ten scientific
as
a
singleton
in the lower hemisphere, stressed
dogmas into questions, revealing that ‘most
on the cusp of the third house, is the chart’s
fundamental beliefs are not based on evidence’,
and that there are ‘hidden goddesses lurking Rupert Sheldrake tension ruler. Pluto makes its first exact
conjunction to Moon in early February, and
under the surface of mechanistic thought’. In
answer to the question ‘Are Psychic Phenomena Illusory?’ remains thereabouts throughout 2012. Natal Moon in
he invites those interested to visit his website www. Capricorn and Mars in Leo are in the eighth degree of
sheldrake.org where he sets out telepathic experiments he their signs, which is the same degree as the Projection
Triangle, yod, or finger of God, of Pluto in Capricorn,
has undertaken with dogs and telephone calls.
This is a book by a scientist, who believes in the Saturn in Scorpio, and Jupiter in Gemini, which defines
creative potential of science, and who uses scientific the Winter Solstice of 2012. I shall take a further look at
methods to prove his points. It is well written and easy this chart and its transits in my talk at the Astrological
to read, with philosophical concepts simply defined as Association Conference on 8 September (www.
they are introduced. It aims to interest the enquiring astrologicalassociation.com).
Sue Lewis
minds of the next generation of students and deflect
the flow of research money from outdated projects to See further review of The Science Delusion on page 25.
more interesting possibilities, as well as to confirm to the
converted that our world is full of uncertainties, and that
nothing can be taken for granted.
His natal chart appears sensitive: An Eye and Projection
Triangle combine to form a four-sided Striving Figure,
with an all-green exterior; Cancer Sun opposite Capricorn
Moon provides the backbone; and a sextile between
Saturn in Gemini and intercepted Mars/Pluto in Leo to
harmonize and transform what is perceived. Jupiter/Sun,
and Venus/Uranus/Saturn feed energies into the Striving
Figure. Sun, Moon, and Saturn join the North Node
at the MC in Virgo, creating a Streamer, emphasizing
Sheldrake’s Age Progression at Launch Date
Sheldrake’s capacity to harness will and knowledge to
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Thoughts on the Higgs (‘God’) Particle
Probably some saw this Horizon Special televised on
January 9th in the U.K., or have been generally following
the ongoing research at the Cern Centre in Switzerland. It
all rests on the central idea of symmetry in the Universe.
The eminent physicist, Michio Kaku, explained, in a way
that I could understand (with my very limited knowledge
of physics!), that where there is symmetry in the Universe,
there is a state of perfect balance and stillness, and as a
result there is nothing, nothing can exist. He illustrated
it by the concept of Matter/ Anti-Matter being in perfect
balance – they simply cancel each other out, so there is
no-thing. But it has been discovered, as I understand,
that anti-matter decays at a different rate to matter,
hence causing asymmetry – this then allows matter to
exist. So what scientists are interested in is what causes
this ‘symmetry-breaking’ – hence the Higgs Particle –
they believe it is this which enables matter to form, or be
created. They believe it came into being minutes after the
Big Bang (or thereabouts!). The existence of this particle
is still not proven, but the area of search is so narrowed
down now, that scientists think they will find it in 2012,
if it exists.
So really the implication is that we, the Universe and
all, were created because of imbalance and imperfection
– perhaps this is echoed in the Biblical Fall from grace. So
in its nature, the Universe is asymmetrical and imperfect
– it is built on opposites (light/dark, good/bad) and the
play between them, and it is from this that we humans
learn and evolve. Thus in its very nature, the Universe
cannot be still. Is this not what has been echoed down
through the ages in esoteric wisdom? – that one of the
basic spiritual Laws of the Universe is that it is constantly
evolving – it cannot be static.
So where is God in all this? Is it the perfect state of
symmetry and balance before Creation, where there is
no-thing, the void? This certainly is in accordance with

Inside the Cern Accelerator
spiritual wisdom. It is a state which is inconceivable to
us, because we are matter. It would be, according to
theoretical physics, an unchanging state – but not like
the Fixed principle in astrology, as this arises out of the
Cardinal, and is part of the eternal cycle of movement:
Cardinal/Fixed/Mutable.
We are all seeking to get back to this perfect state (or
just something even remotely akin to it, with balance and
harmony in our lives). Some seem to have done this while
in human form, and their teachings about Enlightenment
have been passed on to us e.g. the Buddha, Hermes
Trismegistus. But, as all the teachings say, it is not a state
which can be described, it can only be experienced.
For most of us perhaps, the best we can do is to
attempt to live in a state of constant presence, “isness”; to
transcend opposites and polarities; to suspend judgement;
and this is no easy task!
It is heartening though to see science and spirituality
growing ever closer together, at least at some levels,
reflecting the true meaning of the Aquarian Age.
Trish Crawford

Upcoming Conferences
AA Conference

Astrological Association of Great Britain conference
7-9 September 2012 is on the theme ‘Surviving 2012’.
Speakers include APA tutor Sue Lewis, who will be
speaking on the subject of ‘The Projection Triangle’.

Members’ Online Forum
For students, your tutor is your first point of contact
for course-related queries. All members can also use
the APA members' online forum ‘Huber Astrology
Forum’, accessible from the members’ area of the
website www.astrologicalpsychology.org, for more
general queries, conversations and information
sharing.
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International Psychosynthesis Conference

International conference on ‘Psychosynthesis in the
World’ will be held in Rome 21-24 June 2012, followed
by a 1-day post-conference on 25 June at the Casa
Assagioli near Florence on the theme ‘In-heart encounter
at the well-spring of psychosynthesis’. See http://tinyurl.
com/d7w5bbp.
Casa Assagioli is where Bruno & Louise Huber
worked with Roberto Assagioli in helping to document
psychosynthesis, and performed their early researches
into astrological psychology.

Contacts and Resources
APA Officers
Course Administration
David Kerr*
01479 831374

david.kerr@astrologicalpsychology.org

Bookshop
Linda Tinsley
01704 544652
lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Chart Data Service
Richard Llewellyn
0151-606-8551
r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

Principal Emeritus
Joyce Hopewell
01565-633829
api.principal@zen.co.uk

Publications
Barry Hopewell*
01565-633829
barry.hopewell@zen.co.uk

Computer Software
Elly Gibbs
0151-677-0779
software.huber@btinternet.com

Course Enquiries
David Kerr*
01479 831374

Web Master
Jane Brooks
0161-221-2224
jane@astrologicalpsychology.org

Conjunction Editor
Barry Hopewell*
01565 633829
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org

Treasurer
Sue Parker*
01492 513024.
suellysfaen@talktalk.net

Membership
Trish Crawford
01559 370931

course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org

membership@astrologicalpsychology.org

Trustees are indicated by *. For details of tutors see www.astrologicalpsychology.org

ASTROLOGICAL SOFTWARE

Resources

APA BOOKSHOP
On-line Bookshop at

www.astrologicalpsychology.org
books, booklets, CD’s, audio tapes
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology
10% discount to APA members
For details of new and second-hand books and learning material
please contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY
tel: +44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Aspect Patterns in Colour
by Joyce Hopewell

At last, a colour book in English featuring aspect
patterns and inner motivation, with examples.
The individual aspect figures from
Aspect Pattern Astrology are fully
illustrated in colour. The meaning is
given for each individual aspect figure,
together with an example chart and
interpretation.
Available from APA Bookshop

ASTRO CORA, MEGASTAR, REGULUS,
REGULUS LIGHT
& Special Student Edition – Regulus API(UK)
Advice and software on CD:
Elly Gibbs, Huber Software Distribution
27 Lombardy Ave, Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: +44(0)151-677-0779.
email: software.huber@btinternet.com
Software download:
www.catharsoftware.com

HUBER CHART
DATA SERVICE
A comprehensive range of data & charts
on paper or acetate produced to a very
high standard using Megastar Software
Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: 0151-606-8551
email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration
Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions
– Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …

Visit the APA website at www.astrologicalpsychology.org
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My Hero: Fred Astaire
Joyce Hopewell
Joyce reviews the chart of her hero, dancer Fred Astaire, in an article previously published in the
Astrological Journal.

Fred Astaire –
“Can’t act. Slightly
bald. Also dances.”
Bruno Huber spoke of Pluto as
offering the ideal of a “perfect
being”, of someone who has
perfected the personality through
an evolutionary process, always
holding the desired goal of
perfection in mind. In lectures
and seminars, he described this as
being akin to the hero’s journey,
where transformations are made
en route to the goal of the perfection being sought. He
encouraged students to cultivate an image for themselves
of the perfect being by having their own heroes and
heroines, people whose qualities and attributes they
admired and aspired to. In The Planets the Hubers say,
“Pluto contains a model that tells us what this perfection
must look like”.
Similarly, Carol S. Pearson in her book Awakening the
Heroes Within says, “The heroic quest is about saying yes
to yourself and, in so doing, becoming more fully alive
and more effective in the world… the quest offers… the
opportunity to find and express your unique gifts in the
world…” Pearson identifies 12 archetypes, each with its
own goal, its main fear, its challenges and the final gift
of perfection it will attain.
When I began to think about who I would choose as
my hero, based on Joseph Cambell’s assertion that, “A
hero is someone who has given his or her life to something
bigger than oneself ”, a long list of names from near and
distant history, as well as those of contemporary heroes,
emerged. Without exception, each had taken a heroic
and often dangerous journey and had shown remarkable
bravery. This I could admire and deeply respect, even
though their heroism was in areas of life of which I had
no experience. My choice of hero had to be heart-felt (as
in “felt from the heart”). It had to be someone I could
relate to via a shared interest or passion, because I was
looking for a model of my perfect being, of someone who
had perfected some of the skills, qualities or attributes I
sought to perfect in myself. I’ve been a dancer since I
was a young child, and I dance now. There is only one
dancer who provides me with the inspiration to perfect
my technique and offers me a model to aspire towards.
That person is Fred Astaire.
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Astaire was born Frederick Austerlitz on 10.5.1899
at 21.16 local time in Omaha, Nebraska USA (RRAA),
the son of an American born mother and an Austrian
father.
Astaire’s chart reminds me of a see-saw or swing boat
seeking to achieve balance; it’s not quite there but it’s not
far off either. I also see what could be a Kite configuration
spanning the horizontal axis of the chart, but it’s not
complete and gives the impression that everything is still
docking into the right position to complete this figure,
and once again, it’s not quite there yet. One significant
thing that Astaire was renowned for was his never-ending
quest for perfectionism in his choreography and dance
routines which echoes the hero’s journey to present his
or her unique gift to the world.
The aspect structure, on initial inspection, appears to
be composed of quadrangular figures, but a closer and
more detailed look reveals that this is an illusion as there
are interlocked triangular figures along with several
linear aspects. The shaping of the overall aspect structure
gives information about the person’s inner motivation
and what drives them; Astaire’s looks quadrangular,
which would make him fixed/security-oriented, but in
fact there is a mixture of mutable (triangular) figures
and cardinal (linear) aspects. This indicates a flexible
and fluid approach to life, being able to move on with
changes and go with the flow, but at the same time there
is an underlying push of restlessness and determination
which comes from the cardinality of the linear aspects.

The direction of the aspect structure is horizontal,
with the rickety and still incomplete Kite flying towards
the “You” side. This is emphasised by the Moon/Pluto
conjunction straddling the descendant and the presence
of Neptune in the 7th house. In spite of his Sagittarian
ascendant, with planets in this sign adding emphasis, it is
often planets on or around the DC which are picked up
first and foremost by the environment as these are what
others first encounter. Moon in Gemini is easy to see in
Astaire’s slim and lightweight frame and his smoothly
shaven face. His looks were quirky and unconventional,
but his charm and pulling power are undeniable; a
combination of Moon conjunct Pluto and opposite
Uranus, with the 7th house Neptune standing nearby
like an overseer. After a Hollywood screen test, producer
David Selznick wrote of Astaire “I am uncertain about
the man, but I feel, in spite of his enormous ears and bad
chin line, that his charm is so tremendous that it comes
through even on this wretched test”!

The rickety Kite and the need for
perfection
Astaire’s Kite is incomplete and
in most instances I would decline
to “see” a nearly-complete aspect
pattern where one does not exist,
sticking with what is already there
and working with that. However,
the near-Kite kept drawing my
attention. Incomplete aspect
patterns can indicate a lot of
energy being expended by the
individual to complete the
pattern themselves. There is a
striving towards bridging the gaps
that are there and in bringing the
pattern into a cohesive whole.
The person may sense that there
is something as yet incomplete
within themselves and seek to
resolve this by trying always to
excel as completion of the pattern
– and perfection – is sought.
More on this later.
The Kite aspect pattern, when
complete, is composed of a Small
Talent triangle at the top with a
Large Talent triangle (aka Grand
Trine) underneath. Together
they form a large quadrangular
figure with a central strut, the
opposition, running through
the middle. However, the other
component parts of this figure
are the two Ambivalence figures
which lie on either side and in

Kite

Small Talent

Large Talent

Ambivalence

different areas of the chart. These can give rise to either/
or behaviour: the person is either completely engrossed
in an issue or activity, or he avoids it. If the preoccupation
is total, the person can harness the potential talent in the
small triangle, then develop and express it.
In Astaire’s rickety and not-quite-complete Kite,
the Small Talent triangle is mostly complete. Only the
crossed over sextiles to the Moon/ Pluto conjunction
at the apex make it not quite come together. It is this
triangle in the Kite which indicates an artistic ability or
gift which can be developed, the pinning planets offering
information on the nature of the talent and how it
might be expressed. The inclusion of Venus and Mars in
this pattern suggests a certain glamour, charm and allure
coupled with taste and a touch of class together with the
capacity to present this to the world in a conspicuous
way. Astaire’s Mars in Leo is strong by sign at 11 degrees
and strong by house as it’s cuspal. It’s the highest planet
in the chart and expressed at its highest level, Mars is
generally recognised as signifying the accomplishment
and practice of specific skills.
The Large Talent triangle, at the tail end of this
incomplete Kite, is itself incomplete and more open
and porous, meaning that the energy will drain away
here through the gap in the aspect structure between
Saturn and Uranus. The Hubers, in Aspect Pattern
Astrology, say that the planet or planets at the tail end
of the Kite usually indicate the task to be accomplished
in this figure, with the other three planets in the Kite
working towards its development. Both Saturn and
Uranus are interestingly placed at the not-quite-tail end
of the Kite. 12th house Uranus is stressed before the AC
and psychologically much more attuned in 1st house
matters whilst Saturn is optimally placed on the Balance
Point (BP) in the 1st house indicating that all matters
pertaining to the physical can be accomplished with
poise and comparative ease. But Saturn could also prove
a hard task-master in Astaire’s quest for perfection. Both
planets straddle the AC and the energy leak is in this area
of the ascendant, the very place where we nurture our
own self-image and aspire to be as perfect (in our own
eyes) as we can be. The Hubers say of people with a Kite
that they “strive for perfection, not necessarily because
they want to reach a fixed state though, but to be true to
themselves, i.e. in all situations to act in line with their
innermost convictions and their heart of hearts”.

Astaire the Perfectionist
As I mentioned earlier, I would normally have not
focussed too much on the rickety and incomplete Kite
in Astaire’s chart, but having started researching details
of his life and career, I discovered that he was, indeed,
constantly striving for perfection, and, perhaps, to
complete this incomplete figure, spurred on by stickler
Saturn on the BP in the 1st house.
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Ginger Rogers, his most famous on-screen dance
partner, described Astaire’s uncompromising high
standards: “Sometimes he’ll think of a new line of
dialogue or a new angle for the story…they never
know what time of night he’ll call up and start ranting
enthusiastically about a fresh idea… No loafing on the
job on an Astaire picture, and no cutting corners.” He
is reputed to have insisted on numerous rehearsals and
retakes in order to conserve costs (Saturn again?) for
the actual shooting of a dance number. With so much
preparation, the shooting inevitably went well, but
Astaire agonised during the whole process, frequently
asking colleagues for acceptance of his work. Director
Vincente Minelli said of him, “He always thinks he is
no good”, and Astaire said of himself, “I’ve never yet
got anything 100% right. Still, it’s never as bad as I
think it is.” No, it wasn’t. A friend who is training to
be a teacher of the Alexander Technique tells me that
Astaire’s dancing is held up as an example of the kind of
ease of motion that can be achieved by using just what
strength and effort are required, but no more.
Astaire’s Age Progression highlights some significant
life events too. Using the chart as a life clock, which
starts ticking at birth with the moving hand of the clock
at the AC and travelling in an anti-clockwise direction,
we can pinpoint meaningful events. The conjunction
and opposition of the Age Point (AP) with a planet are
the most powerful aspects and it is interesting to see how
the conjunctions to Sun, Moon, Pluto and Neptune
coincide with key events in Astaire’s career. At age 31,
with his AP just into the 6th house and conjunct his
Taurean Sun his tap dancing was recognised as among
the best. Robert Benchley, the American humourist and
columnist wrote, “I don’t think I will plunge the nation
into war by stating that Fred is the greatest tap dancer in
the world.” The AP crosses the DC at 36 years, and with
a cluster of planets around the DC in Astaire’s chart,
it’s not surprising that this period of his life was full of
significant events. At this time, too, the crossing of the
AP over the DC and its entry into the upper, conscious
hemisphere of the chart is often experienced as a time
when the individual comes into their own and feels more
empowered to take on new directions in life. When his
AP was conjunct the Moon at age 35, Astaire starred
in the film Gay Divorcee which was ground breaking in
that it ushered in a new era in filmed dance. At age 3637, when his AP was conjunct Pluto, he was involved
in making the films he is best known by, with Ginger
Rogers as his partner. He not only performed, but
choreographed the dance routines, once again applying
his unrelenting perfectionist touch to all he worked
with. His partnership with Rogers raised them both up
to star status, bringing some light relief and offering a
distraction, via the silver screen, from the hard times
of the 30’s and the darkening days of impending war.
Actress Katherine Hepburn is reported to have said of
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the Astaire/Rogers partnership, “He gives her class and
she gives him sex.” I’m assuming she meant sex appeal
here (?) but this quote brings a smile to my face as it was
made during the period his AP was conjunct Pluto.
When the AP reached its conjunction with Neptune,
Astaire appropriately became more involved with camera
and filming techniques. He introduced innovative ideas
for filming dance, and insisted that the camera should
be stationary and the dance should be filmed in a single
shot, holding the dancers in full view the whole time.
He also insisted that all the song and dance routines be
integrated into the plotlines of the film; the dance was
used to move the plot along. Whilst the AP was conjunct
Neptune, it was also opposite Saturn, his everlasting
task-master on the journey to perfection. At this time he
applied it to the actual filming techniques.
Astaire supposedly retired from dancing in 1946 and
founded the Fred Astaire Dance Studios in 1947 when
he was 48, with his AP conjunct Mars on the 9th cusp.
However, he did the famous “comeback” that many
movie stars of that era seemed to, and went on to make
several musicals throughout the 1950’s. He eventually
went on to develop his acting career, receiving rave
reviews in the 1959 nuclear war drama On the Beach.
This coincided with his AP opposite Mercury and on
the 11th cusp at age 60.
Saturn at its highest level, where it acts as a wise guide
and mentor, promoting deep learning, has the last laugh
as far as the quest for perfection is concerned. At the age
of 75, Astaire won a Golden Globe for Best Supporting
Actor, and a BAFTA award, for his performance in The
Towering Inferno as his AP made its second conjunction
with this planet. Not bad for someone whose screen test
report read “Can’t act. Slightly bald. Also dances.” (1)
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Parkinson’s Disease – Stiffness in Mobility
by Birgit Braun
Birgit Braun looks at the charts of Parkinson’s sufferers in an article first published in Issue 183 of the
German-language magazine AstroLog.
We experience disease as a lack of health and “wholeness”.
We think we are healthy when we are “whole” and
“complete”, and therefore consider a serious, chronic
disease to be a cruel fate.

Disease as a Journey
In Krankheit als Weg (English version The Healing Power
of Illness), the book he wrote in association with Thorwald
Dethlefsen, Rüdiger Dahlke sees disease from a different
perspective: as an opportunity to become “whole again”.
Dahlke considers symptoms to reveal things we had
previously refused to admit or recognise, and is convinced
that “disease forces us to be honest with ourselves.” Each
symptom is the expression of a deficiency, in that it
expresses something that is lacking in us. For example,
Dahlke/Dethlefsen believe that physical paralysis is an
expression of unacknowledged mental and spiritual
paralysis that is therefore expressed unconsciously on the
physical level.
An ill person’s journey is often tiring, rocky and
gruelling
Furthermore, Dahlke believes that illness also has a
meaning and reveals a task: it shows what we need to
do on a mental and spiritual level in order to become
“whole again”. The paralysis could therefore represent a
challenge for the affected person to gain peace, become
calmer, more introspective, which would be the “healing”
path of disease. This theory is easy to understand in the
case of “expressive” illnesses that have clear symptoms.
Who could forget the image of the Pope John Paul
II, who died in 2005, who was so badly affected by
Parkinson’s Disease that in the final days of his life he was
unable to pronounce the benediction no matter how hard
he tried. Or how the affected boxing World Champion
Muhammad Ali lit the Olympic Torch with trembling
hands in Atlanta in 1996?

The substantia nigra is a
region in the mid-brain whose
dark colour is due to the high
iron and melanin content of its
cells. These neurons form the
neurotransmitter dopamine,
a precursor of the hormones
adrenalin and noradrenalin. A
lack of dopamine causes the Parkinson’s-typical slowing
of all movements and the restriction and sometimes even
the lack of mobility. Shaking and muscle stiffness are
other symptoms of dopamine deficiency.

Muhammad Ali
He is considered to be one of the greatest heavyweight
boxers of all time and one of the most outstanding
athletes of the 20th century. He took up boxing
at the age of twelve out of anger at the theft of his
bicycle, with a view to catching and punishing the thief.

The Fighter
The keywords “movement” and its “limitation/restriction”
suggest an astrological connection with Mars and Saturn.
In Muhammad Ali’s horoscope, we see, as befits a
boxer, an Achievement Triangle of cardinal planets the
Sun in Capricorn opposition Pluto in Leo square Mars
after low point 9. Already as a child and young man,
Ali’s aggression and love of movement were evident. A

Parkinson’s Disease
Parkinson’s Disease is a disorder of the nervous system
which mainly involves problems with movement, both
voluntary and involuntary. It is more common in the
elderly, usually those aged between 55 and 65, and
affects men roughly one and a half times more often than
women.
Approximately 180 people out of every 100,000 are
affected, thus making Parkinson’s Disease one of the most
common neurological disorders. It is characterised by a
progressive loss of dopamine neurons predominantly in
the substantia nigra (black substance) but also in other
parts of the brain stem.

Muhammad Ali
17.01.1942, 18:35, Louisville AL/USA
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policeman suggested boxing as an outlet. His arrogance
and bragging made him many enemies, although his skill
and agility in the boxing ring, his dancing footwork and
his almost playful technique, gained him many fans even
including experts. In private, he is a man with firm moral
and religious principles who is involved in the human
rights movement and in the 1960s steadfastly refused to
fight in Vietnam.

Turning Point at the Crossing Point
The man whose youth must have been spent building
physical strength and flexibility and therefore selfconfidence, started to notice the symptoms of Parkinson’s
disease in his late 30s (i.e. during the crossing of the radix
and mood node age point in the 7th house). The most
obvious symptom was shaking, specifically an intention
tremor, i.e. the blocking of a movement impulse by
shaking. Whenever Muhammad Ali wants to act, he
involuntarily stops himself.
We can trace this blocking action to Saturn, which,
like Mars, is in Taurus, although in the 10th house in
conjunction with Uranus. Muhammad Ali’s shaking and
stiffness can also be explained by Dahlke’s theory: we
usually shake out of fear (of dying). In this case, the cause
of the shaking could be the cardinal planets Sun and
Pluto, as their position in mutable houses (existence axis
6/12) would suggest a link to the fear of powerlessness
and defeat due to as well as a fear of reduced mobility.
According to Dahlke, healing could be achieved by
external peace for the benefit of inner, spiritual mobility.

The Indestructible
People with Parkinson’s often have very active and
successful careers. Raimund Harmstorf was a decathlon
champion in Schleswig-Holstein and then studied
medicine, followed by music and the performing arts.
The “Sea Wolf ” suffered from Parkinson’s and committed
suicide in 1998. As his success gradually waned, and
Harmstorf saw himself portrayed as a laughing stock in
the tabloid press, he ended his own life.
According to Dahlke, Parkinson’s sufferers feel the
need to be “a monument for others to become spiritually
active and externally calm as they follow their own path.”
His horoscope shows an Achievement Triangle between
Saturn, Pluto (depending on birth time with the Moon)
and Mercury/Venus/Moon Node and an opposition Mars
– Pluto on the sign axis Leo/Aquarius, which perfectly
suits the image of this “indestructible” and ox-like man.

Michael J. Fox
In 1985, in the film Back to the Future,
Michael J Fox played the role of small-town boy
Marty McFly who travels back in time to when his
parents were young. He has suffered from Parkinson’s
since 1991. He hid the illness for years by means of skillful acting.

The Pocket Dynamo

In 1971, he played the role of the brutal Captain
Wolf Larsen in the ZDF adventure mini-series
The Sea Wolf. He had Parkinson’s disease and his
greatest fear was that people would notice. The Sea
Wolf was not allowed to have Parkinson’s. He had to be capable of
crushing a raw potato with one hand.

Michael J Fox is another actor to be struck down with
Parkinson’s at a young age. He became famous in the
1980s in various TV series and in his role as Marty McFly
in the Back to the Future trilogy. It seems as though Fox
compensated for his height of only 1.62m with his verbal
dexterity and quick movements. The most striking thing
about him is his eternally young appearance and his
beaming smile, hence his nickname Babyface. He had
struggled hard for his success and went through some
hard times on the way. He too suffers from shaking hands

Raimund Harmstorf
07.10.1939, 12:00 (unknown), Hamburg, DE

Michael J. Fox
09.06.1961, 00:15, Edmonton, Canada

Raimund Harmstorf

CONJUNCTION No. 54, March 2012, Page 12

and makes light of this problem by saying that he can
now mix a Margarita in only five seconds.

Fear of showing his true face
Fox’s horoscope contains an Achievement Triangle similar
to Muhammad Ali’s and an extremely uneasy Mars/
Uranus conjunction at the DC sextile to the Sun. The
actor skips equally indefatigably through his TV series
and films, always trying to be in the right place at the
right time in order to be successful. Michael J Fox could
also have secretly identified with this image to a certain
extent. Aquarius/Leo on the encounter axis could also
indicate a “masking” behaviour and a fear of showing
his true face. The rest forced upon him by the disease
now also requires him to renounce a life of hyperactivity;
to move from the fast lane into calmer waters. The first
signs of the disease appeared in 1991 at age 30, when the
age point formed a semi-sextile to the agile aspect Sun
sextile Mars/Uranus. At the transit of the Mars/Uranus
conjunction, directly above the DC, the symptoms
became so strong that he could no longer hide them, so
he made his condition known and underwent a brain
operation that slightly reduced the shaking.
In Dahlke’s theory, Fox’s challenge could be to establish
external calm in order to allow for spiritual movement
and above all to learn to show his true face. No easy task
for an actor, and with Leo at the DC opposite the I, he
does not want to lose face.

Mao Tse Tung
Leader of the Communist Party in China (1943 –
1976), leader of the Central People’s Government
(1949 – 1954) and President of the People’s
Republic of China (1954 – 1959), he was the
preeminent politician of the People’s Republic of the 20th Century.

Mao Tse Tung
26.12.1893 (G), 20:37, Shoashan, China (27N54,112E31)

The Monument
Two other prominent Parkinson’s sufferers were the
Chinese Mao Tse Tung and Deng Xiaoping. Both
conquered an enormous country, then subjugated
hundreds of millions of inhabitants with their will and
caused unspeakable suffering. Mao Tse Tung was born
between 7 and 9am; a rectification based on stages of
his life places birth time at 8.37am with the AC at the
start of Aquarius, a good reflection of his disposition as
“monument”. The highest planets in his chart are Saturn
in Libra and Uranus and Mars in Scorpio, with Mars
only connected by opposition to Jupiter. The Sun is in
the 12th house.

Deng Xiaoping
Despite being demoted twice by Mao in 1968 and
1976, Deng managed to take over the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party after Mao’s death,
effectively leading the People’s Republic from 1979
until his death in 1997. He was known as a reformer.

Rigid Facial Expression
Deng Xiaoping’s chart shows a Leo Sun in the 5th house
mutable zone and a Leo Mars, although this is only
connected by one-way square to Jupiter (whereas Mao
Tse Tung had an opposition). Again, we find Uranus in
the Individual space and also Saturn is near the top on
the balance point of the 11th house. Bruno Huber once
mentioned the “danger” of the catatonic Leo-Aquarius
axis and the 5th house “rolling straight-faced through the
world like a monument”. This appears to be the case for
both these statesmen. A rigid expression is often a striking
Parkinson’s symptom: sufferers’ faces are expressionless
and mask-like. There are a few statesmen with this disease
pattern. Could this coincidental cluster say something
about the spiritual profile of people in this position?

Deng Xiaoping
22.08.1904 (G), 20:30, Guan’an, China (30N28,106E39)
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Leonid Brezhnev

John Paul II

From 1964 to 1982 he was leader of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union and four-time Hero of the
Soviet Union. At the end of 1974, despite being
diagnosed with brain atherosclerosis, he was still
reelected because his supporters wanted to keep their jobs and were
afraid of change.

During his papacy he undertook more overseas trips
than all the other Popes put together. He made 104
foreign trips to 127 different countries, hence his
nickname “The Pilgrim Pope”.

Hidebound
Another example is Leonid Brezhnev, who led the Soviet
Union from 1964 to 1982. Wikipedia says that he: “was
considered an apparatchik with no obvious characteristics
and yet he was the personification of how rigid and
hidebound the Soviet System had become at that time.
Under his rule, the average age of the Politburo was over
70. Michael Gorbachev referred to the Brezhnev era as an
“Era of stagnation”.

Restless
It is therefore not surprising that in the chart of John Paul
II we find an Achievement Triangle with a Saturn-Uranus
Opposition on the 5/11 house axis and Pluto at the low
point of the 9th house (cardinal planet at the low point
of a mutable house).

Pope John Paul II

18.05.1920, 16:45, Wadowice, Poland

Leonid Brezhnev

01.01.1907, 12:17, Dniprodschersynsk, Ukraine (48N29 34E36)

Brezhnev’s horoscope features a Taurus Ascendant
and an almost exclusively red-blue aspect pattern. The
predominance of blue immediately gives the impression
of stagnation, and we also notice a detached opposition
between Mercury and Pluto as a disturbing factor. The
exclusively blue-aspected Scorpio-Mars lies directly
on the DC trine Saturn and sextile Sun/Uranus in the
upper part of the chart. This theme is similar to that
in Muhammad Ali’s chart: a cardinal planet lies at the
low point of a mutable house, denoting the fear of
powerlessness and the fear of being unable to move. In
the course of my research into the horoscopes of other
Parkinson’s sufferers, I have frequently found the LeoAquarius axis or the analogous 5/11 house axis (the
“rolling monument”), the planets Mars, Saturn, Uranus,
Achievement Triangles (movement) or the predominance
of the aspect colour blue (tendency to rigidity) and
occasionally cardinal planets at the low point of the
mutable houses.
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Hypothesis – Anima and Saturn in the Three Charts
by John D.Grove
John relates his own experience to the position of Saturn in his 3 charts and theories of anima
and the Great Mother.
The anima, animus and shadow are
pointed out from the very first is
Jungian concepts – elements of the
formed in part by the male’s personal
unconscious psyche that are revealed
as well as archetypal experience of
by analysis of dreams. (See figure.)
the Feminine. The man’s anima
“As the personality emerges
figure, which has found it expression
from pure unconsciousness, the
in myth and art of all times, is
transformative character also becomes
product of genuine experience of the
independent and is experienced as such.
nature of the Feminine.” (Neuman,
The transformative character drives
Erich, The Great Mother Bollingen
toward development. Both positive and
Foundation Inc. NY, NY. Pantheon
negative experiences of the elementary
Books, 1955 p. 30-33)
character of the anima are examples of
This
element
of
the
the ambivalence that is typical of the
unconscious, the anima, is found
Great Mother… The male experiences
symbolically in the 3 charts: Radix,
this aspect of the Feminine directly and Jungian Diagram of the Psyche1 House and Nodal; all have Saturn
indirectly as provocative, as a force that
as the mother archetype, and as an
sets him in motion and impels him toward change… “ego” planet. [Strictly, Saturn represents the forming
The anima or soul image which the male experiences in and structuring function, which normally, but not
the female, is his own inner femininity and soulfulness, necessarily, relates to the mother – Ed]
an element of his own psyche. But the anima as Jung
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Saturn’s placement in the three charts can represent
the Great Mother and its development through Karmic
influences (Moon Node Chart) and as developed by
natural talent (Radix) and environmental influences
(House). The Great Mother is represented by Saturn
as illustrated by Bruno and Louise Huber’s comments
in The Planets:
“In connection with the earth and matter, Saturn has
been known as the Great Mother since time immemorial.
We know from our own experience how feelings of well
being and protection provided by the mother can make
us feel good about ourselves. Saturn’s maternal nature
demands that everything is in order and all dangers
and sources of disruption are eliminated. As a protective
power, Saturn wants to be completely sure that everything
runs smoothly. That is the minimal demand for the basic
need for security. A mother constantly watches over her
child so that it comes to no harm. She is always on call
and sees to the vital necessities. For the child she is the
life-preserving entity who provides everything, feeds,
protects and guides. As the maternal function, Saturn
brings up the child to be a responsible adult who is able
to look after himself and control matter. Saturn’s position
in the horoscope reveals the influence of the mother and
also the existential possibilities of the family.” P. 44 .
Universal symbols of the Great Mother are
depicted in ancient cultures from preliterate times:
Isis has elements of the terrible mother and good
mother which is a projected form of the inward
plane of the collective unconscious contents that
are mirrored (onto a Goddess). (Neuman. P 20. The
Great Mother ). Also:
“As inward phenomena they are not assigned to any
outside world but they retain, as in the case of dreams,
their character of projections. Thus the dream world
appears to the dream ego as something outside, and the
contents of inward projection plane are de facto ‘psychic
contents’ that are experienced by the dream ego in
projection as outside contents.” (Ibid) .
As the Anima compels the man to action. It
also shows up as a female image in his dreams. The
confluence in time of an anima dream can coincide
with the Age Point traveling through the houses and
point out a message that can give one new faith in a
higher inner authority.
Consider the author’s dream from 27th March
1996 (AP conjunct with Pluto in the 8th house
symbolizing rebirth).
“I was sitting with a group of men who were sitting
cross legged in a yoga position. There were glassy eyed
as if stoned but I did not see any drugs. Above them
hovered an Indian Goddess. Her eyes were slightly off
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center and she did not touch the ground but stared
passively at me . She had a head dress.”
As one is impelled by the anima to act, one’s guide
on a spiritual level can, in fact, be quite tangible as a
Wise Woman Guru and lead one on discoveries of
enhanced consciousness. The validity of this approach
to truth resembles a naturalistic observation not
unlike Dr. Jane Goodall’s observations of the Great
Apes in the Congo. Although its conclusions are
subjective and a single subject design, it serves as a
unique example for others who are similarly inclined
to follow.
I propose that in the Moon Node Chart Saturn
represents the most karmic form of the Great Mother
as an anima image. This tendency is inherited from
the Collective unconscious. In my Moon Node
Chart, Saturn sits in the 8th house with the potential
of rebirth on psychic and physical levels; also Saturn
is unaspected. In the practice of Yoga, Saturn has
both positive (peace and calm) qualities and relatively
negative ones (withdrawal from the outer Western
world). In the House and Radix Charts Saturn
is situated in my 9th house and represents a more
developed spiritually conscious symbol of the anima
or Great Mother. I have been practicing yoga since
1969 where I was taught the Hatha Yoga technique in
Detroit, Michigan. Saturn in the 9th house compels
me to the practice of yoga as a spiritual discipline
and as a source of security. I propose the Goddess
was working through my anima in a dream bringing
me back to the security of a spiritual discipline (as
I had not been practicing regularly for 30 years).
She guided me as Saturn, The Great Mother, to be
more responsible for my spiritual development. Since
2000, I have been practicing Hatha Yoga 5-6 days a
week .
Therefore, I submit that the Saturn in the 9th
house in the Radix/House horoscopes and the
dream synchronistically predisposed me to living
the experience of Hatha Yoga in my spiritual life
(9th house represents change in consciousness and
spirituality). To me Yoga practice centers me on my
body and gives me a security by going inward in a
busy outer world experience. I practice it 20 minutes
a day and find the inward peace and calming influence
vital to my sense of security.
To be in contact with the symbols of the anima
or Great Mother as symbolized in the dream and
represented by Saturn in the Radix horoscope can
lead one to realize one’s spiritual guides as well as
providing direction for anima/ animus development

Addendum – The Great Mother
The great mother has positive attributes in the form
of Saturn’s Protective function but also negative traits;
for example, the possessive boundaries around the
child as defined by the mother can be too rigid thus
preventing her children from gaining independence
and an identity on his/her own.
Prehistory records the Great Goddess as having
animal and human attributes. This is because the
state of consciousness of early man projected the
synthesis of the nurturer along with the “beast tamer.”
(Eric Neuman, The Great Mother). Consider Artemis
(Diana) at Ephesus in Turkey: a Goddess with bats,
and other creatures hanging on to her dress but also
a myriad of breasts to nurture her children. (Plate 1)
The women of old played the role of taming the male
ego through the exclusion of males from the female
blood rituals: menstruation, birthing and breast
feeding (changing blood to milk); these were reserved
exclusively for women. Men had to tame their libido,
aggression and need for companionship during these
rituals.
The Great Mother also plays the role of seductress
and man projects his own desires onto her form.
She, therefore, can weave a web of sexual magic that
plummets the man’s ego into voluptuousness and
lust. She temps men : the harpies, sirens, mermaids
contribute to this aspect of the Great Mother and can
lead men to dissolve their ego strengths into voracious
impulses of desire and fornication. (Plate 2)
The Great Mother archetype has elements of the
Terrible Mother of Death (Plate 3). She demands
sacrifice of freedom and can devour the child by
restriction, rejection and dissolution. Then she
loses her function as preserver and “keeper of the
threshold” (p.44 Bruno and Louise Huber, The
Planets and their Psychological Meaning). In this way
the negative anima is expressed: by threats of negative
consequences on children who are dependent on her.
Through her rejection, she can bring about losses
or death to those who she had brought to life and
preserved through her care. The following dream
reflects how I projected this unto my biologicial
mother: June 1973: “Standing on the edge of a cliff
with Mother on my back; I could not jump a chasm
and reach the other side with her on my back. I put
mother down and jumped to the other side myself ”.
Dreamt right before joining the Peace Corps and
going abroad for 2 years. My age point was conjunct
my North Node in my radix chart.
All these elements can manifest in the ego planet
Saturn, in the chart of both men and women. True to
the nature of an archetype, Saturn has both positive

and negative attributes which have potential to be
expressed; depending on the aspect patterns that
govern it, the colour of the aspects to it and the chart
in which it is located (Radix, House or Nodal).
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CONJUNCTION No. 54, March 2012, Page 17

My Crossing Point Experience
by Marilyn Burnett
Marilyn shares her experiences around the Crossing Points, the intersection of Age Points
between Natal and Moon Node charts.
Having recently attained my APA diploma after
almost eight years of study, I felt I would like to
describe something from my own chart as my
contribution to Conjunction. So I have decided to
share with you my Crossing Point (CP) experiences.
These points in the birth chart are where the Moon
Node chart Age Point intersects with the Natal chart
Age Point. The event or experience that takes place
causes one to halt in their tracks then requires a
decision to be made about whether one is learning
what one is supposed to be learning in this life. The
occurrences span a period of 2 or more years either
side of the actual intersection.
My 1st CP is at 13˚ Pisces
at age 16 years and the 2nd
CP is at age 52 at 13˚ Virgo.
On the 3/9 Thinking Axis
the opposition of these poles
creates a conflict in my
thinking, therefore doubting
what I’ve been taught and
questioning my ability to
think for myself was strongly
highlighted at these times. I
also have five planets in the
3rd house and two in the 9th
so conflict in my thinking is
an ongoing challenge, but
at the CP’s I was forced into
crisis and experienced a shakeup that changed the course of
my life and my thinking.
In order to reason out my own 9th house beliefs
I first had to question what I had been taught in the
3rd house and it was coming up to the first CP, aged
sixteen, that I first started seriously to question the
‘Born Again’ Christian dogma I had been brought
up in. There is a particular scenario that I remember
vividly that demonstrates the dilemma posed to me
by this axis. I was a member of our church band
called The Direction and we used to circulate around
other churches singing gospel songs and playing our
guitars. I remember that an elderly lady came up to
me after one of these sessions and said “I can see
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that you really believe what you are singing about
because it shines out of your face”. I recall thinking
that I must really be a good actress because by then I
had begun to seriously question the gospel message.
Indeed, I began to wonder whether I believed
lots of things I had been indoctrinated with such
as creationism... there appeared to be far too much
evidence for evolution to my mind... and surely
a God of love did not cause, and approve of so
many wars between ‘his people’ the Israelites and
the unbelieving Philistines. In fact, was God really
going to punish by eternal death the billions of
people he had so lovingly
created except for those
who were ‘born again’?
Why would he create in
order to destroy? Surely an
all-powerful, loving God
was capable of creating the
perfect human being in the
first place?
Until then, in spite of
so many planets in the 3rd
house, I had been allowed
to just drift through my
education and I had
achieved no qualifications.
I started work at fifteen
and until I was sixteen my
thinking and questioning
had been just vague
wondering (CP1 and
Sun in Pisces). In any case I was too bound by my
childhood teaching to go against it openly.
For me the CP experience seems to have been most
evident when my Age Point reached age seventeen
and forced me abruptly into using my mind. It was
then that I was ejected, due to redundancy, from
a cosy behind-the-scenes position as an ‘alteration
hand’ in a department store and out onto the
shop floor, which lead to me swiftly to becoming
a department manager by the age of eighteen. This
coincided with AP conjunct SU and still within two
years of CP1.

Thus far I had lived a very sheltered life surrounded
by the kind of evangelical zeal that separated me
from the material world. The backroom job had
required little ability of the mind and my thoughts
had been allowed to just drift. After the ejection and
the soon to follow promotion, I was required to use
my mind and to begin really thinking for myself.
I was forced into facing the world head-on and to
mix with, what I had been taught to think of as the
‘unsaved heathens’! However I still relied heavily
on being told what to do and constantly sought
reassurance from the collective. So I proceeded to
try to live both ends of the 3/9 axis at the same time,
adhering to my cultural belief system at home, but
living by secular standards outside of this, which
resulted in my leading a stressful double life. Clearly
that wasn’t a great place to be, but hey nobody said
life was meant to be easy!
When I approached CP2, 36 years later, I was
again traumatised when I was made redundant from
the position I had eventually reached as group buyer
for a department store group. I then had all the time
in the world to seriously contemplate the meaning
of life and how it all fitted
with my environmental
teaching. This was the real
turning point in my life.
I decided I had to ‘have it
out’ with the guy at the top
by asking God point blank
‘tell me the truth – Is the
gospel message right?’ Now
this, for me, was a terrifying
thing to do because if the
answer was yes, then I really
was on my way to hell.
Fortunately I received a
very clear answer indicating
the contrary.
I began to meditate and asked God/my Higher
Self: What am I here for? What is my useful purpose
in life? What direction should my life take now?
What work should I really be doing? Where can I
earn a living? How could I be of service? These
are all very 6/12th house questions and pertinent
because this axis is the balancing and resolution to
the 3/9 axis.
My CP2 is also in Virgo and nearing the MC and
this time my thinking was much more concrete and
analytical and I wanted to know how I should make
a living at whatever it was I was to end up doing. It
was around this time that my thinking also turned

more metaphysical and I commenced a 2 year course
on spiritual healing, which seemed to be ruled out as
a career as this is usually done via donations and not
something that would pay for my existence!
Then, destiny paid a visit and I saw a job advert
and I just knew it was mine... back to service in the
retail trade, but this time as a concession manager
and working closely amongst the workers on the
shop floor – almost where I had started 36 years
before! So I was to work in co-operation with and in
service to others (6th house) and in partnership with
a company (7th house and my North Node pointing
the way forward!). However, this shift in thinking
also led to me becoming interested in psychology
and astrology and then ‘miraculously’ I found the
APA course that combined both, which gave me the
structure I needed to hang my 9th house thoughts
on (SA in 9th) and helped to transform my belief
system (PL in 9th). You could say I have been ‘born
again’, but into a less restrictive and much more
expansive kind of spirituality!
Life is still compelling me to think for myself, to
use my own mind and I am still struggling to have
the confidence in trusting my own conclusions.
The 3/9 conflict means that I continually feel that I
must be missing something vitally important that I
haven’t yet thought of, which causes me to question
everything and makes me appear argumentative. I am
constantly facing conflict in my dealings with others
and worrying that others will judge my inability to
think of the right answers. I must persevere towards
gaining confidence in my own ideas and not reject
entirely what I have learnt and am still learning from
the collective. The important thing with my Crossing
Points is to just keep thinking, broadening my mind
and to realise that the collective does not have any
definitive answers – a happy thought! Then, when
I’m looking for guidance on how to progress I look
to my North Node in the 7th house of partnerships
for my means of spiritual growth... and ‘boy oh
boy’ am I faced with those opportunities. But that’s
another story!
¤¤¤¤¤
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Riding the Chariot of the Sun – Part 2
by Catharine Collier
In this second of two articles Catherine reflects on the Natal Chart of a long-term client with an
unaspected natal Sun.

The Natal Chart – Chariot of the Sun
In the last edition of Conjunction I introduced Carol
who visited me ten years ago at age 46 and has visited
monthly ever since, in an enriching journey for both of
us that revealed marvellously the remarkable tool that is
the Huber Method. Carol took to it like a duck to water.
Working with such an intelligent, committed woman
has been a sheer delight and privilege for me.
Last time I wrote about her House Chart. This time
I will look at her Natal Chart.
But let’s start from the beginning. It was in December
2001 that Carol first came to visit me. Her Age Point
was Square the Sun! She was 46 years old; she was at
the most important Low Point of her whole life. She
was stressed, workaholic, frenetic, disciplined, diligent,
anxious, peripatetic, fatigued and reading books on how
to coax ‘abundance’ out of the universe!
We looked at the Triple Presentation of her Chart
and were enthralled at the difference between her House
and Natal Chart. We gazed at the unaspected Sun in
the radix, and I remembered what I had read about
an unaspected Sun in the old Manuals of API; how
if consciously realised, and captured by the psyche, it
could inform and transform the entire life, and become
the basis of a career!
I told her of the importance for her of capturing the
sun and harnessing it in the service of her life.

Radix

The House Chart was such a true mirror image of the
life she was currently leading, that the possibility offered
by the visual exuberance of the Natal Chart was all the
more enticing and credible.
She was still manifesting the starkness of her House
Chart, even though she had already experienced the
conjunction with the Sun, but the Sun was then still
bound by a semi-sextile to the Pluto/Venus opposition,
always stimulated into the next thing and unable to rest
and enjoy life.
Carol’s Natal Chart is richly and lavishly upholstered
in the Blue velvet of bountiful and substantial talent,
which is demonstrated by strong fibres, a munificence
of colouring, and deep-down atomic essences which
blossom luxuriantly from the formerly bare red branches.
Those ‘bare spokes of the wagon-wheel’ now serve as the
strong branching framework of her life’s vocation, which
has grown, developed and borne abundant fruit in place
of the sparse and painful privation of the House Chart.
In the Natal Chart, the Sun is blissfully floating in
utter freedom, floating in Aries and ready to fulfil the
proverb “I come forth and from the plane of Mind, I
rule!” and “Do not follow where others have gone, but
clear your own path!”
Un-tethered from the Pluto /Venus opposition, the
Chariot of the Sun now flashes across the four Quarters
of the Sky, pulled by the four Solar Horses - the Four
Winds! Making it possible for her to combine the freewheeling yet stable and secure self-awareness of her

Carol

29.03.1955, 20:50, Cape Town, South Africa
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House

Aries Sun with every planetary energy as she needs
it, as it is no longer confined to the restless Pluto/
Venus opposition. Resulting in the following abilities:
Sun/Moon = reason and emotion; Sun/Jupiter = selfconfidence and optimism; Sun/Uranus = creativity,
inventive talent, scientific and technical reasoning;
Sun/Mercury = intellectual power and logic, subjective
intelligence and so on.
The beautiful graphics of her Natal Chart,
accompanied by the Huber explanation, proved an
inspiration for Carol! She brought all her inherent
diligence, determination, intelligence and enormous
physical energy to the task of understanding and using
all the gifts inherent in her life.
We began straightaway on her Natal Chart and her
then current AP – a square to the Sun, and midway
between the semi-sextile from Moon to Jupiter – which
in the Natal Chart is on the beautiful little Eye/Ear
figure, but the House Chart only reflects a frightening
gap between Moon and Jupiter.
Regularly, for the next ten years she arrived on a
monthly basis to up-date me on her progress, and as
I listened and tried to keep up with her bewilderingly
versatile, peripatetic, busy life, crammed full with health
appointments, contacts, meetings and constantly ‘on
the go,’ I began to realise in wonder and amazement
that she was indeed in the process of ‘capturing the Sun!’
We explored and utilised every opportunity, every
new development, every guideline that the Hubers
offered. We examined every aspect and its meaning, and
its every connection with each of the others. We prepared
for the up-coming conjunctions and oppositions; using
the Hubers’ ascending and descending growth and
realisation processes of the hemispheres; we examined
the Dynamic Quadrants; the Horizontal Charts; the
Personal Integration Chart, the Nodal Chart. Then
we turned to the Natal Charts of David and their two
children; examined the Click Chart between Carol and
David, we did the same with their two children.
Carol brought all her commitment to each session,
questioning and examining until she understood the
implications, which she then took very seriously, went
away and worked on them until next we saw each other.
Meanwhile the external manifestations of this
inner work began to unfold in ever widening circles of
diversity. Everything that had manifested as a liability
or hindrance now began to flower into undreamed of
opportunities! Every minus became a plus!
The ‘Sandwich Moon with too many shallow contacts’
became the opportunity to make the acquaintance of a
myriad of fellow complementary health practitioners, all
trading healing sessions with each other in a typically
8th house manner.
She had recently opened her own complementary
healing practice and in the following year she began
teaching as well at a college and rehabilitation centre.

She was gradually gaining confidence in relating to
others via the services which she could offer.
This coincided with the explanation of the little Eye/
Ear aspect which she was currently experiencing. This
figure can often pick up intangible things that are not
obviously visible – ‘listening to the grass growing’.
She could resonate with this as she found that
during her work she became intuitively aware of what
was happening between herself and her patient. But
she would have distrusted this and attributed it to
imagination until it was confirmed objectively in her
chart. The 8th house Moon is at the apex of this little
Eye/Ear figure.
In these sessions we began discussing the 3/9 Axis
and the approaching cusp of the 9th house, with its
emphasis on discovering one’s own personal wisdom
and how she would implement this.
And so we began to prepare for the coming Jupiter/
Uranus Conjunction and what it might mean in terms
of higher learning and travelling; both in terms of
studying mentally and gaining experience in personal
wisdom while travelling materially. What might it mean
as the apex of the beautiful Large Talent Triangle?
Encouraged by the Huber Method, she decided to
study TA (Transactional Analysis), where when in group
situations, she initially remained inhibited and did not
venture to say anything unless she knew it by heart. But
she was very fortunate in having tutors who encouraged
her to speak up and out of her own experience. She
began to feel ‘that I belonged to a group and was being
validated, could add things of importance and was
wanted’. She began to feel more at ease, at home at last,
in Cancer.
Age 50 years, 2005 and her AP was conjunct Jupiter!
Jupiter is conjunct Uranus, and forms the apex of
the Large Talent Triangle, the other points of which are
Saturn and Mercury… all three academic energies plus
Uranus of Higher Creative Intelligence! Jupiter casts a
wide net, also being the point of one side of the Eye/Ear,
and provides as well the resting point of the Ambivalence
Triangle with Saturn and Mars.
New friendships with other women began to develop;
the long years of hardship played out within the Saturn/
Mars opposition now began to bear fruit, as the two
trines and sextiles started blossoming and fruiting. Carol
joined several groups of younger women, all working
together and found that she was encouraged to speak
out of her own wisdom.
The Moon being one of the points of the other
Large Talent Triangle with the higher love of Neptune
and the harmonising and balancing abilities of Venus,
was fulfilling the opportunities of friendship with the
Gemini (Sandwich) Moon which now became a plus She
now took regular part in a ‘Caring for the Carers’ group
which attends to the needs of Aids workers; and also
gave lessons in TA to the teaching staff of disadvantaged
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schools, helping them out of their ‘rule/role’ personas,
into the awakening of a strong ego. Early on Carol had
opted for the educational branch of the TA work. She
has since also entered the corporate world (8th house)
and discovered a genius for giving workshops and
courses to the staff and office holders of large business
corporations!
The opportunity to attend her first TA Conference
came on that conjunction with Jupiter and on the
Balance Point of 9th house. This was in Edinburgh
and with it came the bonus of attending a Celtic Music
Festival in the Hebrides as well – the first time that she
had travelled alone. She was ‘initially scared but loved
the independence’. Meanwhile David was promoted
and the family moved to a larger parish.
Now she was launched… the travelling and the
upward movement through the very comprehensive,
sophisticated and highly technical levels of the TA
programme gathered speed and momentum. TA, being
a world-wide organisation requires all students to
provide audiotapes of themselves giving courses, so that
the international judges can make assessments from afar.
From being too scared to say ‘Boo to a goose’, she was
now confidently evaluating herself on audiotape!
But all this travelling and study cost money, so she
continued her incredible work schedule, accepting all
work appointments and saving to pay her way. She
would accept early morning appointments with clients
who wanted to see her before reporting for their own
office work; an agency arranged evening appointments
at 5 Star hotels for touring guests, all of which meant
very little home life, as she was off before dawn and only
back after dinner. So cooking and ferrying the children to
school fell to David, while Carol collected and delivered
the children between appointments at mid-day!
I looked forward to following her rapid, extrovert
intellectual progress, and the many new developments
and contacts which she reported each time she arrived.
And this is where the ‘Personality Rays’ as taught by
the Hubers are so helpful.
She is a Third Ray Personality, and an admirable
example of all that that implies. As remarked above,
swapping healing opportunities is characteristic of
the 3rd Ray law of ‘give and take, offer and demand’,
i.e. trading abilities. She has brilliant organising and
planning ability, a ‘nose’ for gaining advantage as she
instinctively spots connections and possibilities and is
always ‘on the ball’, but only acting once she is sure that
everything has been thoroughly thought through.
She has attended conferences in Ireland, England,
Scotland, the US, Canada and India. She made deep
and lasting friendships with her Indian hostess and the
family who hosted her in Ireland.
And during this time she has also taken the
opportunity of training as a Life Coach and spent a
week in each of 5 consecutive months travelling back
and forth to London
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The idea of the free-wheeling Sun became so
significant for her that one day, when out shopping and
she came, serendipitously, upon a pendant in the form
of the sun she bought it as a symbol to wear during
the coming qualifying examination which she would
take in Johannesburg. This brought her to ‘Certified
Transactional Analyst’ status, which was the first
educational CTA to be given in South Africa.

MC 54 years (2009)
Here she enters the 10th house, ‘the phase of authority
and individuation, identification with her own particular
calling or career, the beginning of the fulfilment of her
expectations.’ this unfolded while she attended the
Training Endorsement Workshop in India, during
which she was authorised to examine three candidates
herself for the first time.
At 55 years in 2010 she taught a Foundation Year TA
group in Cape Town.
The woman who once consulted books on how to
coax the abundance of the universe into her life, has now
been able to buy a new car and has accumulated enough
‘air miles’ to take her husband on overseas holidays!
But she also has a ‘Pro Deo’ programme which
offers scholarships to those who cannot afford her TA
and Coaching Courses, as well as still supporting the
underprivileged school programmes from her own
pocket.
There is insufficient space to catalogue all her
achievements, and to describe her on-going interior
personal and spiritual work and her relationships
within her family and marriage; her talent for making
lasting feminine friendships and her musical/singing
accomplishments.
And so the wagon wheel rolls on, now flourishing
under the entrancing blue of accomplished talent, her
Natal Chart resembles a richly flowering labyrinth,
with paths going in and out towards and away from the
Centre, in Low Points and Oppositions
She reports a sense of growing into her role as a
senior TA Trainer and Supervisor and she is now on the
Board of Trustees.
Now at the peak of a newly evolved AP ‘Efficiency/
Achievement Triangle’, on the balance point of the 10th
house, she is approaching the conjunction with the Low
Point Pluto in 2012.
Carol has always been conscious of her spiritual
development, and she knows that a Low Point Planet
is only able to function on a spiritual level. She is now
approaching the peak of her career. She has grappled
with her fears re security and survival; with her need
for esteem and affection; now comes the encounter with
power and control!
¤¤¤¤¤

Reviews
The Cosmic Egg Timer:
Introducing Astrological Psychology
by Joyce Hopewell & Richard
Llewellyn
Trish Crawford reviews the recently
published second edition of this
popular introduction.
This book is a bringing together of all of the Huber’s
fundamental teachings into one volume in English,
and as such is a very valuable source book for students,
and for those who are simply curious.
The Introduction outlines the unique approaches
of Huber astrology – what they developed that was
different to traditional astrology i.e. the use of colour,
aspect patterns and their meanings, the Dynamic
Energy Curve in the houses, the Family Model, and
the Life Clock.
Chapter 2 gives an excellent historical overview,
from the earliest known astrology (Sumerians
c6000BP), through the Greeks, the Renaissance, 20th.
century psychology (Freud, Jung) and the new esoteric
spirituality (Blavatsky and Alice Bailey) – these latter
two blended in to the psychology of ‘psychosynthesis’
by Assagioli. There is a brief outline of Bruno and
Louise’s background with Alice Bailey and Assagioli,
and how they blended these teachings with their own
astrological research.
From here, we are guided systematically through
the Five Levels of Human Existence, chapter by
chapter. We are offered clear and concise guidelines at
each part of the process of unravelling the meaning
in the Birth Chart. The chapters are suitably short, so
one doesn’t feel daunted or overwhelmed by excessive
wordiness. And at the end of each is a useful summary
of the contents of that chapter.

Chapter 5 gives more detail on the Aspect Pattern
approach, and how it was recognized and developed by
Bruno Huber, and is therefore totally unique to Huber
astrology.
There are many useful examples given throughout
to illustrate meanings – everyday examples which
provide a firm grounding in a way that everyone can
relate to – particularly so with the chapters on the
Signs and the Family Model.
The chapter on the Life Clock provides an excellent
analogy of Mountains and Valleys, to describe the
Dynamic Energy Curve, which really brings this
concept to life.
In Chapter 11, Psychological and Spiritual Growth,
we have a useful summation of the various ways in
which we can see blockages to growth in the chart,
whether it is through the aspect structure, or the
varying ways planets express themselves at Low Point,
Stress Point, Interception and so on. And then of
course how we may attempt to resolve and overcome
blockages – through the integration of the ego planets,
the passage of the Age Point as it aspects the personal
and Transpersonal planets, and an understanding of
the spiritual significance of the Ascendant and North
Node.
The final chapter concludes with two valuable
examples of chart interpretation.
I personally find this book very readable, down-toearth, and accessible, and would highly recommend it
as a general overview of Huber astrological psychology.
There is a lovely sense of the spirituality underpinning
the Huber approach throughout, so that we are
reminded that we are divine potential seeking to bring
spirit into matter, and that “ the responsibility lies with
each and every one of us to be this spiritual being in
the best way we possibly can”. (P181).
¤¤¤¤¤

Also on Kindle

Also in Colour

The new edition of The Cosmic Egg Timer is also
available in the popular Kindle electronic book form,
which means that it can be read not only on Kindle
but also on PCs and various tablet devices including
iPad and Android-based. And your current position in
the book can be preserved across multiple devices.
Reading electronically you can click from the Table
of Contents to the section you wish to reference, and
you can follow any of the hyperlinks in the book as
part of your reading process. There is a dictionary
built-in, you can highlight text, search for text and see
other people’s highlights. Of course, the disadvantage
is that it’s not a paper book!

One of Bruno Huber’s major innovations was the
presentation of birth charts in colour. At last, it is
now economical to produce small books in colour,
such as the recent Aspect Patterns in Colour.
With ebooks and the increasingly widespread use
of colour readers, such as Kindle Fire, and tablets,
such as iPad, this is even more viable. A second
ebook, The Cosmic Egg Timer in Colour, currently in
preparation, presents essentially the same material as
The Cosmic Egg Timer, but with all the charts and
some illustrations presented in the colour they are
meant to be seen in.
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Wisdom of the Transpersonal

Series comprising:
Journey in Depth
The Fires of Alchemy
The Raincloud of Knowable Things
Symptom as Symbol

by Barbara Somers and Ian
Gordon-Brown
A review of the series of four books by Hazel Guest first published
in Scientific & Medical Network Review.’
Having met in 1970 Ian Gordon-Brown and Barbara
Somers founded the Centre for Transpersonal Psychology
in London in 1973. The term `transpersonal psychology'
was first coined and defined in 1968 (Sutich) in the USA,
so these were pioneering days, with Ian and Barbara creating
something original and unique this side of the Atlantic.
Bringing to this project their combined backgrounds in
academic psychology, Carl Jung, Buddhism and Alice
Bailey, they designed their own workshops. These proved
so successful that towards the end of the 70's they began
their first training course for psychotherapists. Eventually
this was accredited by UKCP
Ian's sudden death in October 1996 caused the
programme to come to an untimely end. However there
were those who felt that the material from the workshops
and seminars must not be lost. Using notes, recordings, and
with the help of Barbara Somers, the editor Hazel Marshall
who trained at the Centre has reproduced in these four
volumes much of the material from those programmes.
The dust jackets include recommendations by several wellknown figures including David Fontana.
Although the series is designed primarily for
psychotherapists and counsellors to enrich their
understanding of the human psyche, they are also designed
to be read by anyone who has an interest in pursuing a path
of psycho-spiritual self-healing and development. Each new
concept starts off at a simple level with definitions, helped
along where needed by illustrative diagrams, and an index at
the back of each volume enables the reader to select specific
topics.
Journey In Depth takes us straight into the idea that
psychotherapy needs a spiritual dimension; that it is
not just about helping people with problems to adjust
to society's norms, but rather it is a journey of the soul
towards wholeness. This book 'integrates the personal
with the Transpersonal, allowing readers insight into their
childhood and the greatest challenges they face on their
psycho-spiritual journeys.' Diana Whitmore. It deals with
the experiences of childhood, of parenting, the challenges of
having siblings or of being an only child, how the Shadow
comes about, the Mother and Father archetypes, one's sense
of personal space, mental and physical illness as symptoms,
and dreams as a portal to the unconscious.
The next title, The Fires of Alchemy, is self-explanatory.
This volume is in two parts, dealing with the alchemy of
the west and of the east, and draws much from Carl Jung in
its themes and interpretations. Accompanied by beautiful
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reproductions of old alchemical drawings, we are guided
gently through the stages of the Work: calcinatio, solutio,
coagulatio, and sublimatio. Part 2 deals with Taoist alchemy
and includes the inspiring ox-herding series of pictures.
The Raincloud of Knowable Things differs in format
from the preceding two volumes, as it does not reproduce
seminars but consists of the Centre's weekend workshop
programmes, described in full with all the explanatory
talks and experiential exercises. For me this is the most
important of the four volumes. Theory may be fascinating
and spiritually satisfying, but it is work on oneself that is at
the heart of the individuation process, and facilitating that
journey is what The Raincloud is all about.
Many authors have written about the transpersonal, but
this book is unique in giving a template for how to run
the Centre's series of transpersonal workshops in practice,
including instructions on how to use spot imaging and
guided fantasy. However although it has been designed
primarily as a handbook for psychotherapists it can still be
read by a layperson. Each new topic is introduced simply
with definitions, and the text is peppered with illustrative
diagrams.
The first three workshops, open to the general public,
were a prerequisite for enrolment on the training course.
The first of these covers basic concepts such as the distinction
between Ego and Self, the collective unconscious, Jung's
four functions, and subpersonalities, as well as introducing
guided fantasy. The second explores the masculine and
feminine principles, while the third deals with life cycles
and growth. The chapters then progress towards more
advanced material including initiation, archetypes, chakras,
and the links between intuition, inspiration and will. The
final chapter which bears the same title as the book, delves
into one's relationship to the collective, the cosmos, and
the future. The volume ends with a number of appendices
providing additional information – explanatory, practical
and historical.
This brings us to the final book in the series, Symptom
As Symbol, which presents those training seminars linking
physical and mental characteristics with the psyche.
Overt features are viewed as symptoms of the inner. As
well as physiological symptoms the standard categories
of mental illness and abnormality, neurosis and psychosis
and personality disorders, are examined in depth in terms
of both their origin and their treatment, though the
authors are at pains to point out their disapproval of labels.
Therapists are warned of the many pitfalls when dealing
with disturbed clients. There is a chapter on sexuality and
another on the meaning of illness. The overall message is
to recognise the symptom and let it lead to the underlying
cause of disturbance in the psyche with a view to achieving
reintegration of that which has been split. The book ends
on a positive note with the last chapter The Transcendent
Function.
Sutich, A. Transpersonal Psychology: an emerging force.
Journal of Humanistic Psychology 1968 (1),77-78.
Hazel Guest, retired mathematics lecturer and transpersonal
psychotherapist, hosts the meetings of the SMN branch in
Cambridge

The Science Delusion:
Freeing the Spirit of Enquiry
by Rupert Sheldrake
Review by Sue Lewis and Barry Hopewell
For Sue’s part of this review see page 5.
When I first became aware of Rupert
Sheldrake about 20 years ago he
was making waves against the prevailing scientificmaterialistic world view with his theory of morphic
resonance and books including A New Science of Life and
Dogs Who Know When Their Owners are Coming Home.
He is still fighting the good fight against the ignorant
faith that all can be explained in material terms.
Recently published, The Science Delusion can be seen
as a response to The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins,
which presented the materialist-atheist position. Rupert’s
response as a scientist (he is a biologist) is a strong
defence of the scientific viewpoint, but recognising that
those things that cannot be explained by current material
science (such as astrology, parapsychology etc) should
not be rejected as a matter of dogma because they do
not fit current scientific theories and models, but should
be regarded as fruitful areas for further exploration by
science. This is the true spirit of science, and one which
esotericists and astrologers would share.
In what he terms the Scientific Creed, Sheldrake
identifies ten core beliefs that most scientists unthinkingly
take for granted:
1. Everything is essentially mechanical
2. All matter is unconscious

The Dawning
Shedding New Light on the
Astrological Ages
by Terry MacKinnell
The popular culture knows all about
the Age of Aquarius that was possibly
ushered in during the free-flowing
1960s. But what is the astrology lying behind this
caricature? In this book Terry MacKinnell puts forward
“a radically different and innovative approach” to the
astrological ages. In particular he argues that “the real
Aquarian Age has… already arrived and did so in the
15th Century, the same century historians claim as the
beginning of modernity”.
MacKinnell effectively tries to put the astrology of the
ages of the signs on a similar footing for that established
for the cycles of the outer planets in Richard Tarnas’s
book Cosmos and Psyche. Before this, there has been
general agreement on the order of the signs and their
archetypal meanings, but no common foundation for the
actual timeframe of the influence of the archetypes.
McKinnell describes the archetypes as appearing
in waves, which gradually build up to a crescendo of

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Matter + energy is conserved
The Laws of Nature are fixed forever
Nature is purposeless
All biological inheritance is material
Minds are the activity of brains
Memories are stored in brains
Unexplained phenomena like telepathy are illusory
Mechanistic medicine is the only kind that works

Sheldrake takes each element of this Creed in turn,
questions the validity of the belief, and identifies key
questions for scientists that if pursued could lead to
massive change in science as we know it – to more
appropriately address the real world we live in rather than
what can be conceived within current abstract models.
It is beyond the scope of this review to address any of
these in detail, but it is heartening to see arising within
science itself a rejection of the primitive beliefs of men
like Dawkins and biologist Francis Crick. Crick, later
awarded a Nobel Prize for his work in the discovery of
DNA, was a contemporary of Sheldrake at Cambridge.
In 1963 Crick, militant atheist and ardent materialist,
suggested that the ‘problem of consciousness’ would
have been solved within 10-20 years; it was no nearer
‘solution’ when Crick died in 2004. Of course, it could
not be solved within the framework of the above Creed.
So don’t read this book for its astrology (there is none),
but do read it if you want to understand where science
has been going wrong, that has led to the hostility towards
astrology (and other fields) of generations of unthinking
scientists. Judging by his public pronouncements, we
must include in this category that successful populariser
of science on UK television, Brian Cox.
¤¤¤¤¤
influence and then gradually fade away. The implication
is that at any time one archetype is on the rise while the
previous one is in decline. So in the present time Aquarius
is on the rise and Pisces in decline. Although the influence
of Aquarius is rising it is not yet at its peak, and Pisces
continues to have major influence, perhaps reflected in
the modern disease of the various fundamentalisms.
The first part of the book considers the various ages
from around 10000BC to the present day and shows the
relationship of historical events with the corresponding
archetypes. The second part goes into more detail using
‘decans’, which each comprise one third of a sign and
thus give a more detailed level of analysis.
Overall this is an interesting book and the suggested
timeframes for the rise and fall of archetypes appear
to gives reasonable correlations with historical events,
although experts in the field may disagree. A better
understanding of the astrological ages can only help in
increasing the standing of astrology in general.
So far as the student of astrological psychology is
concerned this is clearly a peripheral issue, covering as
it does the overall psyche of mankind rather than the
individual incarnation that is our focus. So only read it
if that’s where your enquiring mind wants to take you.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Thinking, fast and slow
by Daniel Kahneman
Review by Barry Hopewell
I was attracted to this book by
complimentary reviews in the
national media, an average rating
on Amazon of between 4 and 5/5,
and by the possible implication that
modern psychological knowledge might throw some
light on the meaning of the thinking archetypes of
Jupiter and Mercury. Daniel Kahneman certainly
has an impressive curriculum vitae from a career
in psychology and more latterly the effects of
psychology on economics, which led to a Nobel
prize in economics.
The book essentially presents his current
understanding of human judgement and decisionmaking, based on many years of extensive research.
The model at the root of this sees the mind as
comprising two distinct systems, termed System 1
and System 2.
System 1, the ‘automatic system’, operates
automatically and quickly, with little or no effort and
no sense of voluntary control. It relates to immediate
sensing of what is going on in the environment and
to instinctual and intuitive responses. We might
relate this initially to Jupiter from the perspective
of immediate sensing of things, but there are also
elements of Saturn (learning/memory), Moon
(emotions), Neptune (intuition) etc.
System 2, the ‘effortful system’, allocates attention
to effortful mental activity, including logical
manipulation and calculation. It is associated with
words such as agency, choice and concentration. We
might relate this to Mercury from the perspective of
the mental activities undertaken, but there is also an
element of the Sun (agency/choice).
System 2 has some ability to change the way
System 1 works, by programming the normally
automatic functions of attention and memory.
The essential point of this two-system model is
that most of what we think and do originates in
System 1, i.e. pretty well automatically, but System
2 takes over when things get difficult, and normally
has the last word.
System 2 is also lazy, so does not really bother to
intervene all that often, and will often simply just try
to justify ill-formed prejudices coming from System
1.
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The book gives a lot of insights into how the
mind works, explaining phenomena such as ‘flow’,
when concentrated effort becomes easy, ‘priming’
whereby System 1 is influenced by events of which it
is not even aware, ‘overconfidence’, ‘framing effects’,
‘base rate neglect’, etc. For example, as soon as you
understand the phenomenon of priming it becomes
clear why so much concern is expressed on the way
in which referenda are worded – different forms
of what is logically the same question easily elicit
different answers.
The comprehensive treatment of heuristics,
biases, overconfidence and choices is well beyond the
scope of this simple review, and only likely to be of
interest to those seeking a really good understanding
of modern psychological/behavioural knowledge.
One can certainly argue that we are so prone to
the delusions and simple stories of System 1 that we
are very open to manipulation by politicians and
advertisers, and often behave in ways that are not
particularly rational. So the more we understand
how the mind works the better we can defend
ourselves and our society.
However, as Kahneman points out at the end of
the book, System 1 is, as well as the origin of much
of what we do wrong, the origin of most that we do
right. We largely react to the world in an intuitive
and instant manner and only later rationalise what
it was all about.
I would further add the perspective that
despite all his years of research Kahneman has
only scratched the surface of our instant response
capability, inevitably limited by his adherence to a
scientific approach of repeatable experimentation
and statistical analysis. This is indeed valuable, but
ignores the more subjective realms and phenomena,
such as synchonicity, creativity, higher intuitions etc
etc, that do not necessarily adhere to the simplistic
world of cause and effect.
The astrological model gives us a far richer
field within which to address the concerns of the
individual human psyche.
As a further thought, the above analogies with
the planets do throw up in my mind a question: if
we find Sun and Mercury very much disconnected
from the other planets in a chart, will this make it
more difficult for the native to program their System
1? A possible subject for research!
¤¤¤¤¤

Victorian Social Reformers
Can you see any indication from these charts on why these individuals are/were such dedicated and successful
reformers of society in Victorian Britain? Unfortunately birth time not available in 2 cases (12:00 used).
Elizabeth Fry

21.05.1780, Norwich, England

Charles Dickens
07.02.1812, 19:50, Portsmouth,
England (AA)

Joseph Rowntree
24.05.1836, York, England

Florence Nightingale

12.05.1820, 14:00, Florence, Italy
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