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The Spirit of Cooperation

Notes from the 11th House by Joyce Hopewell

It began as I waited to board the
train. Staff helpfully directed
passengers to the right platform.
When I took my seat I returned
the smiles of two fellow travellers across the
aisle. When we reached our destination there
was more help, more smiles, warm greetings
of “Good morning!” and a young man on an
umpire’s chair singing “If you’re happy and you
know it clap your hands” through a loud hailer.
It was 8.30 am and I’d arrived at the Olympic
Park in east London to watch the Paralympic
track and field events.
At first I’d been less than enthusiastic about
the Olympics and had shuddered at the thought
of actually going to see them; I don’t go in
for large crowds. But the cumulative effect of
watching the Olympic Torch carried through my town,
seeing the spectacular opening ceremony on TV and
jumping off my seat cheering when Mo Farrar won his
first gold medal worked its magic. When my daughter,
who’d organised a trip to the Paralympics for a group of
her friends asked if I’d like to go, I said yes.
Being in the Olympic Park was like entering another
world where cooperation, goodwill, kindness, civility,
friendliness, service (the volunteers were superb),
cleanliness (yes, the loos stayed pristine all day), and a
calm sense of order reigned. There were crowds, but there
was space too. There was fierce competition in the events
but no sense of rivalry. The spirit of cooperation was
everywhere. One of the most moving moments was at
the end of a 400 metre race. The winner had crossed the

2012 Olympics Opening Ceremony
27.07.2012, 21:00, London, England
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Enthusiastic Paralympic Spectators
finishing line to huge applause, but the last runner was
still way behind. When he crossed the line the stadium
erupted with even louder cheers, and in our group of
16 adults and children a few tears were brushed away.
Inclusivity in action was in evidence everywhere, as was
the sheer joy of being there.
You may be wondering if this has anything at all to
do with astrology! How about the 5/11 Relationships
axis for starters? The elite athletes in 11th, in the upper
hemisphere – a group with specialised skills and interests,
consciously focussing on the task in hand but buoyed up
and supported by the crowd. That was us, the spectators
in 5th, in the lower hemisphere, being part of the
collective who were enjoying a leisure activity, sharing
the camaraderie of the group experience, but identifying
with the athletes and cheering them on, regardless of
which country they were representing.
There was a touch of the transpersonals at work too.
Many of the words I’ve already used to describe the
atmosphere in the Olympic Park are associated with
transpersonal qualities. As for transpersonal planets,
Neptune at its highest level allows us to connect and
identify with others, accepting them just as they are. The
Paralympics 2012 broke new ground. More people than
ever before took an interest in these Games, the focus
being on the performance of the athletes rather than their
disability. And Pluto was in the 11th house of the chart
I set up for the official start of the Olympic Games. It’s
up in the 11th along with the elite athletes. Pluto at its
highest level is about achieving perfection, aspiring to
be the “perfect being”, which makes its placement here
a fitting one.
For me, the experience of being there has been
transformational. I experienced what life can be like
when people cooperate and work together in an inclusive
way and I’d like to see more of this happening.
Bring it on!

News
Student Notice - Course Administration
As anticipated in Conjunction 55,
Ghislaine Adams took over the
role of Course Administration from
David Kerr in September 2012.
For all students your primary
point of contact with the School
is your tutor. If you do need
to contact APA about your course, enrol on new
courses/modules or make general enquiries, these
should now be directed to Ghislaine, details as
follows:
Ghislaine Adams, Course Administration,
18 The Clubhouse, Melton Park,
Woodbridge, IP12 1SZ, UK
Telephone: +44 (0)1394 610104
E-mail: ghislaineadams@btinternet.com

AA Conference
Sue Lewis reports that her talk at the Astrological
Association of Great Britain conference in September
went very well. Despite an early start and four
parallel streams with other well-known speakers, the
room was so full that they ran out of chairs
Sue’s earlier article in the Astrological Journal on the
Projection Figure had gone down well and generated
quite a lot of interest. Not only was the room full
but participants came up to Sue afterwards to discuss
their projection triangles and how interesting they
found the talk.
You can download an mp3 file of Sue’s talk from
the AA website at http://tinyurl.com/cwrexdj.
See Sue’s related article on page 10.
Welcome back to Maggie’s Musings, which was a
regular feature of Conjunction some years ago.

Maggie’s Musings
Hi everyone…
Many years ago I wrote about a
U3A (University of the Third Age)
group that I was starting in my
home town in Devon. Life moves on
and so have I. Six years ago I found
myself in a very different place and
with a real need to find a like-minded community to
which I could relate because I was struggling to get my
bearings at that time; in all senses of the word. The
town I found myself in was very traditional and after
failing dismally to get an astrology workshop going – I
decided to explore the local U3A.
The local membership was huge and although it
took a little time, I managed to get 10 people together
to study ‘Mythology and Astrological Psychology.
(Yes, I wrapped it up a little to ensure a soft landing!)
Of course the topic was much too big. With Mars in
Pisces in 3 Square Sun in Gemini in 6, I didn’t know
where to begin – too many choices – and most of the
group had no astrological or psychological knowledge.
One or two members left and a few joined and we
muddled and giggled along having great fun and the

students kept turning up each month. So last year I
decided to change identity and become ‘Astrology,
Nuts and Bolts’ focusing on teaching about the Sign
of the month in which we were meeting; we looked at
the Seasons and talked about the Elements. Everyone
bought a copy of The Cosmic Egg Timer (thank you
Joyce and Richard) and they all got a copy of their
Radix Chart. I found besides exploring the Signs, it
was necessary to develop games, role plays, discussions
and painting or drawing. Too much information in
one session and eyes would begin to glaze over. Still,
they kept coming as their thirst for understanding
and awareness grew. Next month, we begin to look at
the Planets and with such an interest in 2012, we’re
starting with the Outer Planets!
Each member of the group is a joy to work with
and this has been an incredibly fulfilling experience.
I believe that even though this is just one small
group of people, it offers a focus of thought that is
about resilience and embracing new ideas within a
community at this time of great change.
Maggie Jeffery
www.intentioncoaching.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS!
The following students have successfully completed their studies:

Diploma in Astrological Psychology
Ursula Rauch (South Africa)
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Christa Hensel 1937-2012

Christa Hensel (formerly Christa Tomasgaard), who
sadly died on 2nd August 2012, was first a student
of APA and then a tutor. She enrolled as a Diploma
Course student in 1991 and after attending the
APA Diploma training workshops in Devon and
seminars in Adliswil with the Hubers, she graduated
and set about creating a Huber group in Stavanger
in Norway, where she lived.
Christa was born in Poland, close to the border
with Germany, and her native tongue was German.
This enabled her to read all the Huber’s books in the
original German and to speak fluently with Bruno
and Louise. Christa also spoke very good English,
and because she had married a Norwegian and went
to live there, she was also fluent in Norwegian.
In Stavanger, Christa set up a small but
enthusiastic group of astrologers who were interested
in learning more about the Huber Method. She
invited me to facilitate some workshops there and
I enjoyed her warm hospitality as I stayed in her
house. This led to new students enrolling on our
courses and to Christa becoming their tutor. Her

local group thrived and from it came some of our
friendliest students. The Vikings might have arrived,
but they came with smiles on their faces when they
joined us at workshops!
Christa, as a tutor, came along to one of the tutors’
meetings held at my home, and stayed on with me
for a few days to see the area of the UK where I
live. She quite often attended astrological events in
London and was a speaker at Norwegian astrological
conferences. The MA course in art history that she
undertook in the 1990’s included a major study of
astrological symbols for her dissertation. She looked
at astrological symbolism in Italian art during the
Middle Ages and at the time of the Renaissance. An
extract from her dissertation is included in this issue
of Conjunction – see page 23.
Christa was a Leo, with a stunning mane of
auburn hair, a distinctive style of dress and a love
of art as well as many of the good things in life. I
remember attending the World Astrology Conference
in Lucerne with her and seeing her appear in an
amazing dress for the formal evening dinner. We sat
opposite Bruno Huber for this meal and although
she and Bruno could converse in German, they both
spoke English to include me. It was a memorable
evening to have shared, and I shall always remember
Christa in her spectacular dress.
Joyce Hopewell
We have had several further messages recalling
Christa and her contribution:
“We are grateful for her pioneering work in
introducing Huber Astrology to Norway.”
Liv Meling
“How sad that she has gone, she was a lovely
person.”
Jan Underwood
“I have good memories of doing part of our
training together in Totnes. She was so much
more experienced and confident than the
rest of us when it came to giving face to face
readings I recall.”
Sue Seymour

Group from the 1st Face-to-Face Workshop in Totnes 1989
Christa is just behind Sue Seymour, who is 3rd from right in front row
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“Christa, a Leo, was somebody who was great
fun and larger than life.”
Richard Llewellyn

Book News

The Kindle Colour Collection

The Living Birth Chart in Colour:
Now on Kindle

There are now three colour ebooks on astrological
psychology available on Kindle:

The Living Birth Chart, by Joyce
Hopewell, is now available on
Amazon’s popular Kindle ebook
reader with full-colour charts and
illustrations, under the title The
Living Birth Chart in Colour. This
means that this book can be read in
full colour on personal computers,
laptops and tablets such as Kindle Fire and iPad,
with all the example charts in their correct colours.
Of course, it will appear in greyscale on non-colour
readers such as the original Kindle.
As part of the conversion to ebook, a full
‘clickable’ index is included.
If you go to the Amazon website you can ‘click
inside’ to preview part of the book and, of course,
purchase and download the book.

The Cosmic Egg Timer in Colour
The Living Birth Chart in Colour
Aspect Patterns in Colour
There are, of course, pros and cons to reading an
ebook as opposed to paper. The main advantage in
this case is that the charts are in colour (with the
right reading device), which is part of the power of
the Huber approach.
We would be delighted to hear of your experience
of using these ebooks, and any problems you have
come across in reading or referring to them.
Try it for Yourself?

If you’d like to write a review of one of these ebooks
for Conjunction, particularly from the point of view
of using it as an ebook as opposed to a paper book,
contact the editor to request a free review copy:
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org

Spotted at UAC 2012

NB You do not need to own a Kindle to do this. Free
Kindle-reading software can be downloaded from
Amazon for most personal computers or tablets. You
will probably find a better reading experience on
a colour touch-screen tablet such as Kindle Fire or
iPad, than on a PC.

Other ebook formats

These Huber books were spotted on one of the
stands at the United Astrology Conference in New
Orleans, May 2012, and the resulting photograph
appeared in Astrolog Issue 188.

APA BOOKSHOP
On-line Bookshop at

www.astrologicalpsychology.org
books, booklets, CD’s, audio tapes
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology
10% discount to APA members
For details of new and second-hand books and learning material
please contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY
tel: +44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

Although Kindle is the most popular, there are a
number of other ebook formats in this emerging
market. As pointed out above, you can read a Kindle
ebook on most ebook reading devices. However, not
everyone likes dealing with Amazon. The publisher
HopeWell is also making the above books available
in the ‘open’ ebook format (epub), which can be
obtained through alternative retailers, and again
can be read on a variety of devices (e.g. Kobo, Nook,
Adobe Digital Editions on a PC.)
You can check the website http://
hopewellpublisher.com to see if a particular ebook
is available, and order from ebook retailer websites.
Online Reviews
Like them or not, star ratings and reviews are
influential in people’s buying choices. So how about
putting your own review and rating of the various
astrological psychology books onto the websites of
retailers such as Amazon?
CONJUNCTION No. 56, November 2012, Page 5

Zodiac Windows
Richard Llewellyn reports visiting the
19th century neo-Norman Penrhyn
Castle (National Trust), commanding
a superb position overlooking the
Menai Strait near Bangor, and
was surprised to find these Zodiac
windows in the beautiful Great Hall.

Penrhyn Castle

APA Contacts
APA Officers
Course Administration

Celebration Horoscopes
If you’re looking for a gift that is rather different, you might be
interested in this website set up by a Diploma Holder:
http://www.celebrationhoroscopes.co.uk

ASTROLOGICAL SOFTWARE
ASTRO CORA, MEGASTAR, REGULUS, REGULUS LIGHT
& Special Student Edition – Regulus APA
Advice and software on CD: Elly Gibbs, Huber Software Distribution
27 Lombardy Ave, Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: +44(0)151-677-0779, email: software.huber@btinternet.com
Software download: www.catharsoftware.com

HUBER CHART DATA SERVICE
A comprehensive range of data & charts on paper or acetate produced to a
very high standard using Megastar Software

Ghislaine Adams
+44 (0)1394 610104
course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org
Web Master
Jane Brooks
webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
Membership
Trish Crawford
01559 370931
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org
Treasurer
Sue Parker*
suellysfaen@talktalk.net
Publications & Conjunction Editor
Barry Hopewell*
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org
Principal Emeritus
Joyce Hopewell
api.principal@zen.co.uk
Company Secretary
David Kerr*
david.kerr@astrologicalpsychology.org
Trustees
Indicated by * in the above
Tutors
See www.astrologicalpsychology.org

Services
APA Website
www.astrologicalpsychology.org
APA Bookshop
Linda Tinsley
01704 544652
customerservices@astrologicalpsychology.org

Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration
Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions
– Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …
Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: 0151-606-8551, email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com
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Astro Helpline
astro.helpline@astrologicalpsychology.org
Astrological Software
software@astrologicalpsychology.org
Chart Data Service
r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

Cupid’s Valley
by Wanda Smit
Wanda relates the experiences of a rather disturbed early childhood with progression of the Age Point
through the first house of the chart.
During the first 6-year cycle in a life, when the ego
planets are too weak to act, the child draws on the
energies of Mars and Venus to survive (Bruno Huber in
Astrological Psychosynthesis). In Diana’s chart, this cycle
was particularly strong in its expression of Mars and
Venus as her Age Point (AP) conjuncted both energies.
This is the story of her first six years on a farm in Africa.

February 26, 1951: Diana’s birth
After eight months of wallowing in her mother’s amniotic
fluid, Diana had to get out into the world, the one
she could hear ever more clearly. There was a whining
and a wailing out there. Sometimes, a shrieking and a
screaming. It was her brother, devastated that after six
years of having his mother all to himself, he now could
no longer sleep in her bed at night. Her body was too
uncomfortable for that. Another presence was making
itself felt more unmistakably very day.
The world as he knew it was coming to an end, whether
this child was a brother or, worse still, another sister, for
he didn’t like girls as Diana would soon find out. He was
the boss and insisted on his rights by returning to his
mother’s bed a while later. Only to have the real boss, his
father, pull him from under the blankets and give him a
smack on the bottom. That was when he had a fit. Not
just a tantrum, but literally, his first epileptic attack. In
shock, his mother’s waters broke and Diana was born,
several weeks prematurely.

The Projection Figure
Diana landed in the world
accompanied by Jupiter on the
AC, but it was too early for her to
feel any longing for the Plutonian
and Neptunian energies out there.
They were points on the far side of
the chart, too remote for her to see
with her myopic vision and unclear consciousness. They
form the screen onto which, throughout her life, Jupiter
would project his grand ideas: of a will as strong as Pluto’s
and a love as great as Neptune’s.
But in 1951, the dream to experience these ideals was
still a nightmare, a rude awakening to the harsh realities
on a farm called Cupid’s Valley located in a semi-desert,
arid region which a local poetess described as ‘God having
run out of trees when he got there.’
Perhaps God had also run out of people for there was
no-one to play with: Diana’s brother and sister were at
school, and she was on a farm with no neighbours and
therefore no playmates.

Diana

26.02.1951, 07:00, Wolmaransstad, South Africa

Toys didn’t make up for the lack of entertainment,
but then Diana discovered a series of books on one
of her unsteady walks through the house. It was the
Treasure Chest. She took Volume I from the bottom shelf
and opened it up on the floor. What a magical world
there was in those pages! A girl eating cherries, a goat
munching beans, a princess lying on a bed so high you’d
have to clamber to the top. Diana couldn’t yet read, but
fortunately knew someone who could: her father. Every
day when he came home for lunch, she’d get onto his lap
and he’d read to her. Soon she memorised the poems,
reciting them to her mother. Her life had acquired new
meaning.
It was an introduction (AP semi-sextile) to the flights
of fancy that Mercury in the 12th house of imagination
would take her on throughout her life. It would lead to
her great love of reading. It also awoke in her a sense
of men as writers rather than fighters; a perception that
would soon be challenged by the appearance of fiery
Mars on the scene.
Before meeting Mars in his full glory at the age of two
and a half, Diana had been vaguely aware of an adverse
energy in the form of a brother who was a supreme bully.
As soon as she could walk, she’d make her way down
the long creaking passage. He’d lie in wait in one of the
bedrooms and pounce on her with a terrifying BOO! This
became his war cry, for he had now openly declared war
on the intruder. Kneeling next to her and then putting
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his arms around her shoulders as if to protect her, he’d
push her back over his lower leg so that she’d fall to the
ground and bang the back of her head on the hard-wood
floor. At first she’d scream and run to her mother, but
after a few years her headstrongness improved and she’d
hold back her tears
Shortly before turning two, Diana had a taste of
what would become the major challenge in her life:
Saturn opposing both Mars and Venus. Firstly, restrictive
Saturn blocked Mars, Diana’s assertive masculine energy.
Then its limitation was sorely felt in a direct confrontation
with the AP, and finally, it sternly opposed Venus, Diana’s
receptive feminine energy. Thus both her fighting spirit
and her loving spirit would be kept in check throughout
her life by Saturn’s demands of accountability.
The tension between Saturn and the masculine and
feminine energies in Diana happened at a time when
her consciousness had only just ‘unscrambled’ itself
from that of her mother. She had moved from what the
French philosopher Jacques Lacan calls an ‘(h)omelet’, an
inseparable part of the mother, to the phase of the mirror
image in which she could see, for the first time, herself as
distinct from the (m)other. Her search for her undivided
self had begun.

The Search Figure
This figure is considered the
underlying motivation of the
‘divine discontent’ who constantly
searches for abstract goals and
ideals, often utopian. It is a drive
in Diana that would initiate a
never-ending pursuit in the outer
world for the meaning of her intense emotional nature
and consequent suffering (Moon in Scorpio in the 8th
house) linked to men as writers and thinkers (Mercury
in Aquarius in the 12th house) and men as magicians and
lovers (Mars in Pisces in the 1st house). The men in her
adult life would be seen either as Apollo or as Dionysus,
as intellectual or sensual, and never the twain would
meet.
These two archetypes might have had their origins in
her early childhood when the Search Figure was activated
by the Mars conjunction: her father was experienced as
Mercury, her brother as Mars. (At age 8, her stepfather
would assume the role of Mars.) Three decades later she
wrote in her journal:
Did the therapist not point out to me that there are
always two men in my life? My two fathers, perhaps, but also
that exhausting dualism in my feelings for men, the constant
ebb and flow, the breathing in and out. In the split second
between them lies the nothingness. And the all.
The Search Figure is probably also what underlies
Diana’s ability to put inchoate emotions (Moon in
Scorpio) into accurate, clear language (Mercury in
Aquarius). At age 35 she wrote:
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What could it mean? This fear of mine of a black man
breaking into my bedroom through the French doors? Or
standing behind the half-open bedroom window? For what?
To kill me? Rape me?
Perhaps this is not just a fear emanating from the State
of Emergency in which the country is, but rather from
myself. Is this black man an animus figure? If so, why am
I so frightened of him when he is in me? Why do I wake up
from my sleep, gasping for air, palpitations shaking my body?
If she couldn’t beat her brother, Diana decided, she’d
join him. She now refused to wear the frilly dresses her
mother had painstakingly made and insisted on wearing
khaki shorts – with a fly, of course. To complete her
transformation, she would only answer to the name of
Cobie.
By the time Venus appeared on the scene (AP
conjunction), the goddess of love would find herself in
battle-dress. She’d also see the beginning of a woman
whose relationships with men would always have an
element of war about them.
Rather than a cove of love, Cupid’s Valley was becoming
a battlefield, especially now that Diana’s AP had entered
the realm of the warrior, of Aries. The relationship
between a defensive Venus and offensive Saturn, and vice
versa, would become a constant irritation in Diana’s life.

The Irritation Triangle
Venus’s Arian self-assertion and
Mars’s Piscean sensitivity would
always be opposed by Saturn’s
demand that the masculine and
feminine energies in Diana express
themselves in close personal
relationships. At the same time,
her emotional nature as symbolised by the Moon in
Scorpio would become painfully aware of the issue.
Mars in Pisces prefers to assert himself creatively
rather than physically; art and craft works are his first
love much like the god Hephaistos who, according to
archetypal psychologist, James Hillman, is the introverted
feminine, creative principle in men. And Venus, being in
an Arian first house of self-assertion, felt she didn’t need
a partner to be a woman; she was a woman in her own
right. Later in life, Diana’s Mars/Venus would echo the
mythological Hephaistos-Venus marriage in which the
latter had several affairs.
Not that the Venus in Diana didn’t at times long for
intense emotional wholeness as hinted at by the quincunx
to the Moon, as well as by this entry in her journal in
1994 when her AP was midway between the higher and
lower energies of love, between Neptune and the Moon:
A weariness is weighing me down. A lifetime of failed
relationships, of men who never live up to my expectations,
of me not living up to theirs. Or up to mine, for that matter.
Why is it so much easier to forgive and overlook the same
qualities in my female friends? Do I at base dislike men?

What has happened to men? Or to me? Is it true that
there is no male archetype in my natal chart as the astrologerpsychic told me and that I therefore seek him in vain? Is the
search for him what drives me, what my life is all about?
Often I have felt that the ‘him’ I am searching for is not a
man at all, but God.
Or am I stuck in my Moon energy which is in Scorpio?
Forever locked in an endless Plutonian cycle of sex, death
and rebirth? Forever having to walk through the fire of
transformation?

The Dominant Learning Triangle
Via an awareness-creating semisextile between Saturn and the
Moon, the Irritation Triangle is
linked to a Dominant Learning
Triangle with the Moon, Venus/
Mars and Uranus at the three angles.
Because this structure encompasses
the centre, it affects Diana’s whole
consciousness. There is no doubt that her emotional
nature (Moon in Scorpio’s sign and house) would go
through many deaths and rebirths. And because the
Dominant Learning Triangle moves retrograde rather
than direct, this emotional pain and gain would be
repeated in her life, again and again.
Whenever unease set in (blue and red angle) in the
4th house of home and family, the red square linking
Uranus and Venus became a call to action in the 1st house
which led to a longing for a resolution of the emotional
dilemma. This meant that Diana never felt at ease in a
family or community situation. She preferred remaining
in her inner world where she could be true to herself.
Unfortunately Diana’s defensive masculine and
feminine nature coincided with her terrible twos. It
called for strict control and came in the form of a mother
whose brown eyes turned black when angered. “Stop this
nonsense!” were the only words Cobie needed to hear. Of
course, she threw a tantrum once or twice, but after a
sore smack and a severe glare, fled to her bedroom where
she found comfort in cuddling her cat.
To keep Cobie occupied, her mother got her a tricycle.
She immediately set off on one of her exploratory journeys.
First down garden paths and around the house, and then
further afield to the big tree where the outside toilet, the
‘long drop’, stood. Her brother was there. He suggested
they climb the tree. She had to go first so that he, so he
lied, could be right behind her ‘in case she slipped and
fell’. Eagerly she clambered up the tree trunk, with her
brother daring her to go higher still. “Or are you already
frightened?” he queried, snidely. She continued climbing,
getting to thinner and thinner branches. “I can’t … ” she
announced in a quavering voice.
“You’re such a scaredy cat,” her brother said
disdainfully, and with that, slid down the trunk, leaving
her perilously perched on a branch. She was now
panicking and couldn’t lift a foot for fear of falling. She

ventured another downward glance and saw her brother
speeding away on her tricycle, his knees almost higher
than his head. Her air-renting screams called to the
rescue her mother who had to climb a ladder to coax her
tomboy down.
Cobie had had a narrow escape, overreaching herself in
typical Jupiterian fashion. For some reason, her strength
went into a decline after this near fall from a dangerous
height. Perhaps it was her first experience of a low point.
She now clung to her mother whom she wouldn’t let out
of her sight, and when the latter had to go to hospital
for a few days, Cobie screamed blue murder as the beige
Austin Healey drove down the gravel road leaving her
without anyone to fall back on.
After this depression – if that’s a word one can use
for a pre-school child – Diana had to get on with life
which meant getting on with her brother. Her sister took
no interest in her. There was always a distance between
them. In this regard, her sister was like her father. He too
preferred being absent in the family, eventually absenting
himself completely in alcoholism (the Sun on a low point
in the 12th house?)
Slowly Diana’s energies picked up again and she was
out into the world. The clearly horizontal orientation of
her chart, indicating a motivation to reach out to others,
appears to be paradoxical as Diana’s North Node – the
soul’s compass – points at the first house of self-assertion.
The Hubers state: “With the Node in the 1st house, what
is required is the courage to stand up and say ‘This is what
I am, and I am not going to change for anyone.’” (Moon
Node Astrology, p.46)
With the AP not making any aspects during Diana’s
fourth and fifth years, not much new happened in her life;
just more of the same abuse of power from her brother.
Fortunately, freedom from this state of affairs did come
just before she turned six, with an unexpected stroke of
luck, compliments of the Jupiter sextile. On Christmas
day, she was given a bicycle. She took off immediately,
leaving the family to their Christmas pudding.
Now she could ride the three kilometers to the village
and visit her friends. What freedom she felt! Soon an even
greater adventure would start – school – and her bike
would take her to a world more interesting than Cupid’s
Valley; a place where she’d find more exciting things to
do than play with her brother. In fact, she could finally
get away from him and lead her own life, a state of affairs
that has lasted to this day. She would never again have a
partner dictating what she could or couldn’t do.
Throughout her life, Diana wondered whether
her first six years were what caused a certain dismissal
of permanent relationships. Only after encountering
Astrological Psychology would she see that not only
nurture, but also nature contributed to this state of affairs,
as if it had been written in the stars all along.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Projection Figures, Politicians, and the Euro
by Sue Lewis
Sue looks at the charts of European leaders in the light of the current economic crisis and the Projection
Triangle formed at the coming winter solstice.
The rapid disintegration of Greek society, as families
turn to soup kitchens and even send their children to
orphanages because they cannot feed them, has forced the
European Union to get round the table, not merely to talk
but to make some key decisions and, most importantly, to
agree upon the establishment of an efficient mechanism
for recapitalizing banks without involving governments.
The German Chancellor, Angela Merkel made an historic
trip to Athens this October, during which the Greek
people demonstrated how much they
felt Germany was to blame for the
infliction of intolerable austerity. Her
intention was to show solidarity with
the Greek Prime Minister and his fragile
coalition, but unfortunately she wore
the same green jacket as she did to cheer
on the German football team during
its decisive victory over Greece in the
European Cup last June. The Greek
Prime Minister, Antonis Samaras, voted
into office on 20 June this year, is the
only European leader in whose chart
I have found a Projection Triangle,
comprising Pluto in Leo, Neptune in
Libra and North Node in Pisces.
Much has been said about the potential of the
forthcoming Projection Triangle, Yod, or Finger of
Fate, marking the end of the Mayan Long Count at the
Winter Solstice this year, and encouraging apocalyptic
expectations. On Friday 21 December 2012, at 11.12
GMT, Jupiter will be the activating point making
quincunxes to Pluto in Capricorn and Saturn in Scorpio,
which form the lens; this configuration has been compared
with the 1989 projection triangle in which Jupiter was in
Gemini, Saturn in Capricorn and Pluto in Scorpio, so that
the lens was reversed. At that time, communism collapsed

Angela Merkel

17.07.1954, 18:00, Hamburg, Germany (C)

Winter Solstice

21.12.2012, 11.12 GMT, London

and the Berlin Wall came down, but simultaneously there
was repression in Tiananmen Square; so we are looking
for emerging solutions to some of the world’s problems
during this transformative period, but we cannot rule out
some austerity as well.
This year there is an additional factor, the opposition of
Venus in Sagittarius to Jupiter in Gemini, which reaches the
midpoint of Saturn and Pluto to form a Striving Figure on
23 December 2012. So we could anticipate that European
politicians might be making an effort to harmonize their
differences over the Euro crisis notwithstanding some
tensions. The Greek Prime Minister, in particular, will
be looking for the conciliation of Venus to temper the
stringent austerity of Saturn and the ruthless exposure
of Pluto to help his country through. Transiting Venus is
the activating point of a Projection Triangle with his natal
Mercury and Uranus, so he will be seeking ingenious ways
of turning things around.
Jupiter in Gemini made its first quincunx to Pluto in
Capricorn on 18 July at 7 degrees 49, in the exact location of
the French President’s Gemini Ascendant, and within one

Antonis Samaras

23.05.1951, Athens, Greece; unknown time
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Mario Monti

19.03.1943, 15:30, Varese, Italy (AA)

degree of the Italian Prime Minister’s
Saturn. This summer, Mario Monti,
the economist and technocrat who
replaced Silvio Berlusconi of bungabunga fame in November 2011, started
to emerge as an architect of change,
and François Hollande has formed
an alliance with Monti. The early
popularity of the French President, who
took office on 15 May 2012, quickly
foundered as Twitter rivalry between
his current partner Valérie Trierweiler
and his ex Ségolène Royal became spicy
biography, and Hollande needs to establish himself as an
effective President. An important step was made on 19
October when the French-led proposal for the creation of
a single banking supervisor with an accelerated timetable
was passed at the EU summit. Nevertheless, the German
Chancellor immediately started putting spanners in the
works, and there is a great deal of negotiation to be done.
The transit of Saturn from Libra into Scorpio on 6
October has brought greater urgency into the talks, and
recognition of the need to find solutions. Merkel and
Hollande, born one month apart, both
experience their second Saturn returns
during the latter part of October
and early November. Mariano Rajoy,
elected Prime Minister of Spain on 21
December 2011, and Christine Lagarde,
appointed Managing Director of the
International Monetary Fund on 5
July 2011, also have Saturn in Scorpio.
Careful not to take sides, Rajoy, who
wants to keep his options for Spain
open, told the Financial Times (20-21
October 2012): “What’s important is
that there is a banking union and bank recapitalization
and rules of the game for all.” Lagarde has recently praised
the Spanish government for tackling its problems, and
indicated that the matter of Greek debt would have to be
addressed. Her humanitarian voice has emerged, as she
experiences transiting Neptune trine Neptune, and her
Sun at 10 degrees of Capricorn – little more than a degree
from Pluto at the Winter Solstice – suggests that she will

Francois Hollande

12.08.1954, 00:10, Rouen, France (AA)

be a key player in developments. The IMF has become
aware that excessively harsh conditions are not a recipe
for growth, and this perspective will influence future
negotiations.
Most of these political figures came into office during
the past year. The exception is Merkel, who became
German Chancellor on 22 November 2005, and is
therefore susceptible to accusation that her tactics are more
geared to seeking re-election than solutions to the Euro
crisis. Her former allies, the Dutch and Finnish Prime
Ministers are repositioning themselves. The Projection
Triangle at the Winter Solstice creates a Bijou with her
Mercury, so will she finally soften her stance and present a
change of heart as ‘alternative-less’?
Looking at the charts of these political leaders in the
context of the Winter Solstice Yod, the most intricate is
that of Monti, whom I perceive as being an influential
power behind the scenes, even if Hollande emerges as the
man at the front. The Solstice Projection Triangle creates
a Bathtub with Hollande’s Mercury in Leo, so he may be
able to consolidate his gains, but he will also need to act
with responsibility and sensitivity.
There are three particularly interesting configurations
covering the Winter Solstice period. The first is on 21
December at 11.12am, which is the time of the Sun’s
Ingress into Capricorn. The second is at noon on 23
December, when Venus at the midpoint of Saturn and
Pluto creates a Striving Figure with Jupiter, and Moon in
Taurus makes additional figures suggestive of structural
thinking underway. The third is at the first Full Moon on
28 December, where Sun conjunct Pluto in Capricorn,
opposition Moon in Cancer re-engage with Uranus in
Aries, as well as creating an Ambivalence Triangle with
Saturn, making a four-sided figure but missing the
quincunx between Saturn and Uranus. The interaction
between Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Pluto will continue
throughout the spring as one advances and the other
retrogrades, until Jupiter moves on and Saturn and
Neptune form a trine in May/June. Ideally the structures
that begin to take shape at the end of the year might start
to take effect in the spring, and these are some of the
developments to watch.
¤¤¤¤¤

Mariano Rajoy

27.03.1955, 12:00, Santiago de Compostela,
Spain (AA)

Christine Lagarde

01.01.1956, 13:40, Paris, France (AA)
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Babies’ Charts
by Joyce Hopewell
Joyce draws a lesson by looking at the charts of some unusual babies.
As it’s good to practise astrological psychology
at every available opportunity (it keeps the skills
honed and the astrological wheels oiled). I’m always
interested to get data, especially the data of newborn
babies. A baby’s chart can be fascinating – it’s of the
immediate moment and looking at it I can speculate
on how that new life might develop and what that
new individual might grow up to be like.
When I was in Texas earlier this year I was
fortunate to come across the data for some newborns. I noted their data and set up their charts.
The first chart is for Baby A who was born on
12th January 2012 in Houston, Texas. There was
no time of birth available so I set the chart for
noon. Even without a time of birth it’s possible to
speculate on what the individual might develop
into by considering the shaping of the overall aspect
structure, the colour balance, the presence of any
aspect patterns, and also the signs the planets are in.
Baby A has a very blue chart, with the possibility
of two incomplete aspect patterns dominating
the chart visually – an incomplete Kite and an
incomplete Righteousness rectangle. However, if you
disregard these as incomplete patterns, something
else emerges – a complete Large Talent triangle, and
two Ambivalence figures. As I tend to work with

Baby A

12.1.2012, Noon, Houston
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what is actually there rather than hover hopefully
over the potential of the incomplete patterns, I’d go
along with the latter patterns. In addition to this,
there is also a Search figure and an Irritation triangle.
Uranus has only green aspects, Moon and Jupiter
have all three colours of aspects, and Sun/Mars are
in a separate, linear aspect so aren’t connected into
the overall aspect pattern.
Were I to be doing this chart for the parents of
Baby A there would be quite a lot I could discuss
with them without having a time of birth. But of
course, what I was able to say would be limited – an
accurate time of birth is always preferable.
On now to the second baby’s chart – Baby B –
where the birth was at 9 pm local time on 8th March
2012 in Houston, Texas. A blue Large Talent triangle
also dominates the aspect structure in this chart, and
some of the pinning planets have changed, although
slower-moving Jupiter and Pluto are still involved.
The aspect structure itself is quite complex; there is
a Search figure, a Dominant learning triangle and
several linear components. There is a focus on the
“You” side of the chart and the 2nd Quadrant, and
the Moon is sensitised, having only red and green
aspects.

Baby B

08.03.2012, 9pm, Houston

Were I to be doing the chart of Baby B I would
have a lot more to draw upon. In addition to colour
balance and aspect patterns I’d be able to look with
confidence at the chart shaping, direction and
strength of planets by sign and house. I’d also be able
to speak with confidence about the strength of the
Ego planets and make some hypotheses about the
Family Model, as the time of birth is known.
But here I have to make a confession, and show
you some photos of the babies whose charts I’ve
introduced.
Baby A is called Kick Off, and here he is with his
mother.

These babies were at the agricultural show, part
of the Houston Rodeo event that I went to in Texas.
Check your data
If this were the 1st April issue of Conjunction you’d
probably accept the bit of fun I’ve had here, but the
point I’m making is that it’s always important to
check your data when you’re asked to do a chart.
Many years ago I heard veteran astrologer Dennis
Elwell speak at an astrological conference. Dennis
was not averse to having a joke with his audience,
and he put up a chart and asked for comments
on it, which people willingly gave. He eventually
confessed that it was the chart of his neighbour’s
Jack Russell Terrier. The point he made then, and
the point I’m making here, is that it’s vital to check
the validity of the data you’re using. I learned that
from the lecture, but also from my own experience.
There are clients who will give their birth data over
the phone, then arrive for the session (for which you
will have prepared the charts) with a new birth time.
Nowadays I always ask people to write down their
data and send it to me so I have it in writing from
them.
Postscript

Baby B is not one, but 14 babies.

Dennis Elwell knew his stuff, and he’d correctly
predicted trouble at sea. The Herald of Free Enterprise
ferry capsized on the night of 6th March 1987,
moments after leaving the Belgian port of Zeebrugge
on its way to Dover, killing 193 passengers and crew.
Dennis had written to two shipping companies
alerting them to a potential disaster on that date, and
had registered copies of the letter with independent
recipients. Predictive astrology of that kind is not
our area, but it’s an interesting and a true story.
See http://www.skyscript.co.uk/shipelwell.html
An excellent resource of data is the Astro-databank
website:
http://www.astro.com/astro-databank/Main_Page
¤¤¤¤¤

See Joyce’s Astrological Psychology blog:
http://joycehopewell.blogspot.com
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Talk Therapy for Astrologers 1
Psychological Models and Counselling

by Wolfhard König
This is the first of a series of articles first published in Astrolog issues 185-188, February-September
2012, coming out of a teacher training course given by psychologist and API Tutor Wolfhard König
in 2011 in Achberg. Translated from German by Heather Ross.
It is no longer enough for Astrological Psychologists to draw
on the knowledge of the “founding fathers” Freud, Jung
and Assagioli; we now need to familiarise ourselves with
more recent research and its findings. Just as in the field of
physics, Newton’s theories have now been superseded. Being
more in touch with modern psychology will make us more
enlightened and improve the quality of our counselling.
My intention in this article is to present the scientific,
psychological models that are also relevant to our
astrological background.
Reflection leads to better results
Some people are instinctively intuitive. Without any
detailed background knowledge, they get right to the
heart of the problem and are able to give very good advice
straight from the gut.
That is a special gift though; the alternative is to
reflect on exactly what you do in counselling. What is
your counselling method? Do some sessions go better
than others? Why is this? This will enable me to become
more intuitive, which goes without saying, but will also
give me a framework and allow me to reflect on what
I am actually doing. This will improve your work and
naturally lead to more security both for counsellor and
client.
There are two very different concepts of human
nature, which inform counselling and therapy and we
must be sure to understand them correctly.
Two Types of Counselling
Focusing now on counselling itself, there are two types.
1) Objective advice. When buying a car, the salesman
may ask me if I live in the mountains, if it snows regularly
there, and if I ski. In the affirmative, he may recommend
a four-wheel drive. If I reply that I only drive on the flat
in summer, I don’t need to splash out on the four-wheel
drive and so avoid the more expensive running costs.
For me as a skier this was always important. If I want
to drive up into the mountains in the winter, then I
would rather drive a Quattro. That is objective advice. But
sometimes personality differences can be involved, for
example in the decision on whether or not to sell certain
shares. My adviser may ask me if I am more interested in
security or risk. A risk-oriented advisor may recommend
holding onto the shares, as they could well double in
value, which also, of course, means that they could halve
in value. To avoid any risk, the shares should be sold
immediately! Even this involves a little psychology, but
not much. Most forms of advice are objective.
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2) Personal or psychological counselling. This is
subjective as opposed to objective, as befits the title
psychological counselling and the fact that a client’s mental
and emotional situation is taken into consideration.
All psychological, psychotherapeutic, astrological or
astrological-psychological counselling is of this second
type. We must first and foremost remember that we are
treating a person who has feelings and an unconscious.

The Static View of Human Nature
There are two competing concepts of human nature,
which lead to completely different behaviours, including
in counselling.
One view, which I call the BEHAVIOUR
Static View, is ultimately
EGO
a medieval one that was
CONSCIOUSNESS
influenced by the views of
medieval theologians and
philosophers, including
Augustine. It holds that
man is consciousness
and that the centre of
consciousness is will. Man
EVIL/DEVIL
does what he wants to do
and also wants to do what
Fig. 1 The Static View
he does.
There is no unconscious and no external influence.
See how often you come across this view of human nature
in the coming months, for example in conversation.
Example: in the 1960s, someone going to see their
GP with depression would be told: “Yes, I feel down
sometimes too, pull yourself together.” Nowadays this
would be viewed as serious medical malpractice. Every
GP must be able to diagnose the nature of the depression.
Telling a patient they must overcome it with sheer
effort of will alone is not enough. The above example is
characterised by the approach that you feel blocked. You

just have to think differently, engage your willpower and
get a grip.
Man’s willpower was viewed as practically omnipotent
in the Middle Ages, and this view continued to a certain
extent until just a few decades ago.
Example: A patient told me recently that a married
couple he knew were sympathising with his constant
allergies. “But it is your decision to have them!” It is as
though he deliberately said he would like to have hay
fever one day. But it really does not work like that, as this
would mean you could equally say, that people decide to
suffer from cancer.
You can say that on an esoteric level, but the word
“decide” has a quite different meaning, for it involves the
far greater power wielded by an unconscious decision.
Or even a karmic, inter-incarnational connection (such
as that shown by the Karma-Click horoscope). It is now
much more than just a question of personal volition
that can be changed at will. This model, which holds
that everything I did or got involved in was intentional,
underpins our entire criminal law system. Unless a
person was suffering from an obvious psychosis or “brain
damage”, everything he did was deliberate. How simple!
Example: Let’s consider a clear-cut case. A man is on the
one hand married with two children and on the other – a
true story in Thueringen, German – rapes and kills a girl.
Many normal citizens, who agree with the static view of
human nature, will say to him: “You pig, you did it so
you must have wanted to do it.”!
However, the culprit was forced to say (insofar as he
was able to describe it accurately): “It is a process inside
me that starts every six to nine months. I feel it getting
stronger and stronger, as though I am losing control. I
don’t want to do it or do it intentionally.”
According to our modern definition, the culprit is
seriously ill, in line with the latest scientific thinking.
This being the case, he should immediately be taken to
hospital and given treatment. Whether that would be
successful or not, whether he could ever be released as
healthy, is unknown. But at least it could be attempted.
Instead of this, he is first of all locked away in prison
for 20 years in order to get therapy there, in case anything
else can be done. Very probably nothing else, for then
the serious illness will have become chronic. That is the
problem.
The problem now (in Germany at least) is that he
must be released at the end of his sentence, even though
he has become even more ill in prison. Now that the
culprit has served 18 of his 20 years in prison, politicians
are just waking up to the story. What is the point if his
punishment has not helped him get better (the purpose
of the punishment should be to morally improve the
perpetrator), but has made him even more ill than before?
Then we demand retrospective preventive detention.
The European Court of Human Rights has actually
just passed a ruling that this is no longer allowed. In

various German states, closed hospitals are urgently being
built for such people. This could have been done 20 years
ago, in which case we wouldn’t still have this problem.
We do indeed have forms of therapy that can be used
successfully in these cases, even if it is extremely difficult.
When someone enters such a hospital and after
15 years, the medical and therapeutic council must
acknowledge that they have not made much progress,
and that the illness is still dangerous, then it would be
justifiable to sentence the patient to stay in the hospital
for the rest of his life, even and especially from an ethical
point of view.
The European Court of Human Rights has given
another important impetus. The Bavarian Justice
Minister complained in a really quite honest interview in
the Süddeutsche Zeitung, “We need new buildings”. Then
she said something even more honest, which I hadn’t
expected at all: “We need therapeutic specialists”. This
hits the nail on the head. And it won’t be cheap. Such
severe disorders require specially experienced and very
well-trained staff. Finally, the current procedure is based
on the static view of human nature (Fig. 1).
Example: I am only will and consciousness. In the 1950s
and ‘60s, patients suffering from addiction or depression
were still being told by GPs “just stop drinking” or obese
patients are told “eat half portions”.
This too would be considered serious malpractice
nowadays. It is just as pointless as saying to someone who
has a washing compulsion “Don’t wash your hands so
much! It’s up to you to control yourself!”
That is not even true. The OCD sufferer must tell
himself it is true that I do it but I don’t do it deliberately.
This is really the nail in the coffin for the Static View.
Devil Theory

The Middle Ages only allowed a single exception to the
rule, that of Devil Theory: it is possession by the devil
that causes misbehaviour.
The cure was a therapy called “exorcism” that is still
practised today. The devil as it were salvages the static
view. The pure, personal will would already be sufficient
to solve problems if it were not for the devil. Sometimes
we even jokingly say “which devil is on your back?”
This can be reflected in the horoscope but it is
very complex. First you need to look at the planets, at
certain planetary groupings. For example, an exposed
Neptune that clouds the whole horoscope, an exposed
Pluto that brings an eruption of violence, possibly aspect
connections with Mars, main planets that are in weak
positions and are not able to exercise a guiding function,
etc.
We must look out for indications of trauma, e.g.
a Pluto-Moon opposition. However, this leads on to
another topic. The static view, which is still employed by
many people, almost always represents the norm in our
world, even though it is based on medieval viewpoints.
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The Psychological Model
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CHANNEL

CHANNEL

The psychological model (or dynamic model) represents
conscious
CONSCIOUSNESS
CONSCIOUSNESS
a huge advance over this medieval static viewpoint. This
motivation
is the model we should use for counselling purposes.
This model (fig. 2) still revolves around consciousness,
BEHAVIOUR
Defence
Defence
but also involves the unconscious, which is where all
the “demons” are assembled. Between conscious and
unconscious
unconscious we have the defence mechanism (the
motivation
censor, as Freud first called it), which separates them.
Ideally, a connecting channel should be formed between
COMPLEX
COMPLEX
conscious and unconscious, through which ideas,
impulses, spontaneous and creative ideas can flow from
the unconscious to the conscious to enrich it.
UNCONSCIOUS
UNCONSCIOUS
However, memories of traumatic, painful events
may also emerge, in which case the defence mechanism Fig. 2 Psychological Model
Fig. 3 Holistic Model
usually shuts down. So the unconscious is the repository
for key life themes, also referred to as archetypes. We In the psychological model, between conscious and unconscious lies the defence
mechanism (the censor, as Freud was first to call it), which separates the two. Via
have a basic theme, let’s say sexuality, with emotional this channel, ideas, impulses, spontaneous and creative ideas can flow from the
energy cathexis caused by life experiences, possibly also unconscious into the consciousness in order to enrich it.
traumatic experiences (abuse, etc.)
In the holistic model, human behaviour has both conscious and unconscious aspects
Jung called this a complex. At first, he intended the
word to have a neutral connotation, in the sense of an
energy caused by traumas. When triggered by a stimulus
energy complex. The unconscious is structured in a
these can overwhelm the consciousness. This was a case of
complex way. There are the archetypes (basic themes)
narcissism. He considered himself to be the best football
with energies grouped around them. These energies can
coach in the world, but did not have much success at FC
flow through this channel.
Bayern. When journalists “stupidly asked him”, he lost it,
The defence mechanism controls this process so
as if saying “what can I do if my players play so badly?”
that the consciousness does not become overwhelmed.
According to this view, human behaviour (fig. 3)
If someone, for example, snaps, and starts yelling,
usually has a conscious and an unconscious component.
then suddenly so much energy flows that the channel
If they are aligned and both pulling together in the same
is blown apart. The consciousness is then flooded and
direction, then we do not realise this. If my consciousness
behaviour is controlled by the unconscious. What does
and unconscious want the same thing, I put my whole
the consciousness say then? How can this be explained?
being behind it and am strong and effective.
The blame can no longer be placed with the devil.
But what happens when we are not effective in some
Example: my favourite example is from Munich, area of our lives? Could this mean that our consciousness
concerning the football coach Trappatoni. He completely and unconscious are not completely in agreement with
lost it on live TV. “Who’s fault is it? Who was an empty what we are doing?
bottle? Who is always making mistakes? Who’s fault is
I’m currently in consultation with an alternative
it?” And finally, the now-famous phrase “I am finished”! practitioner, who I think is good at her job; she has done a
(see YouTube).
lot of Professional Development but has few patients. I’m
Höneß (Bayern FC President) saw the video and said: convinced that subconsciously she is not 100% confident
“That is not Trappatoni.” Then Trappatoni saw the video of herself and her work, just in her conscious mind. That
and said: “That is not me.” So, who was the man on the by itself is not enough. Success is only possible when the
video?
conscious and unconscious mind work together and are
I can imagine that his wife might say: “That is convinced that what we are doing is right. Then we can be
definitely Trappatoni. I must admit that he is normally strong and charismatic. If this is not the case, we must ask
a gentleman. But when he really gets angry, I don’t ourselves what doubts we may have in our unconscious.
recognise him.”
They can be very deep. When asked what her father
I find this choice of words interesting, “that is not would think about the new practice she was founding,
Trappatoni.” This means that I don’t recognise him in she said he would say that she wouldn’t be able to do it.
this state, that was not his normal behaviour. How can
This was a good starting point, buried deep in her
we explain this? It cannot be explained using the static unconscious. You won’t be able to do it! Another two
view of human nature (fig. 1) unless we blame possession or three blocks like this are enough to stop the flow
by the devil.
of energy. The consciousness entertains an idea (e.g.
However, it can be explained with the dynamic view founding a practice), the unconscious is not behind it
(fig. 2). In the unconscious, there are certain complexes, and even blocks it, resulting in a lack of conviction and
wounds, traumatic experiences, pools or separations of effectiveness.
/Continued in next issue

Dreams of a New Life
by John D.Grove
From the perspective of his dual world of psychotherapy and astrological psychology, John surveys the
huge change that is happening in our psyches, both individual and collective.
Having practiced psychotherapy as a clinical social
worker for 35 years, I have felt torn between the life of
my professional identity and the studies I have pursued
outside my profession. I have lived in two worlds which
became increasingly difficult to resolve: the world of
empirical psychotherapy in my daily work versus the
world of astrological psychology.
Of course the usual justifications existed and I could
prepare my defense. But astrological psychology was not
able to be brought out in the sun to be scrutinized by my
peers. It was too vulnerable and would only be measured
for efficacy by standards that were not suited to it. So I
had to be cautious and preserve its precious caldron of
meanings, insights and faith engendering proclamations.
Today I have written this article to state my position
and make it clear to myself what I believe and why. As I
near retirement, I feel less threatened by being labeled a
kook, charlatan or mentally ill. So here is not my defense
but the foundation of a new way of finding meaning in
life in pursuit of being mentally healthy. I propose to make
us all our own psychologists for it is possible for anyone
inclined to look inside and try to understand the puzzle of
their own psychic existence.
I. The Prevailing Waning Consciousness
The conscious psyche in the life of peoples is the focus
of much attention especially as it relates to mental health
of individuals in the constantly shifting and changing
world of the 21st century. The Western development of
therapeutic treatments to heal the imbalance of psychic
troubles has been only in existence since the early 1800’s
and only systematically studied since the 1900’s. The
20th Century has seen the emergence of The Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Psychiatric Disorders, which is a
compendium of atheoretical behaviors, in which patients
have presenting problems which they bring to consulting
rooms of psychiatrists. With the advent of psychotropic
medications in the 1960’s many people who were
institutionalized were discharged because the medications
they were given controlled their symptoms well enough
for them to live somewhat independently. These two
developments: a classification system of mental disorders
and psychotropic medication have shaped the field of
psychotherapy in the Western world but not for the best.
Diagnostic categories pigeonhole people and medications
try to make delusions and hallucinations extinguish when
they can provide insights into life’s quandaries during
the modern day. We have settled for a mediocre standard
of mental health rather than being focused on helping

our people find meaning in their lives so they could be
integrated, balanced human beings.
Western societies define pathologies of their people
in relation to the degree of negative adaptation to their
societies, which can be looked at as mental anomalies
depending on evidence of a lack of functioning defined
by negative survival skills. Positive survival skills are those
that have high value in capitalistic societies: ability to
hold a job, to have a partner and be able to distinguish
between what is real and what is fantasy. These judgments
of good mental health are assumptions based on mores
and values of the majority of society. Sociological shifts in
the value based assumptions of what in society constitutes
the healthy occupational, relationship and reality testing is
evident as the world becomes more homogenized through
globalization. For centuries Western societies have framed
the cultural definition of mental health. United States and
Western Europe’s ability to conquer, with English spoken
as the key to business institutions, have enabled them to
define the major cultural Weltanschauung or spirit of the
times. But now that is breaking down, as recent dominance
of Western societies is being challenged the world over.
When we survey the Western models of treatment
of the pathological Psyche, the academic and treatment
focus is concentrated on building ego-strengths. Most
psychotherapies are designed to build a healthy “executive
function” of the ego through cognitive strategies (Ego
Psychiatry, Anna Freud). The ego is perceived as the
center of the psyche with ultimate say in the every day
functioning of life. And this is appropriate for ego
development in early adulthood. But in America and the
Western world ethos, ego building is the model for the
whole life cycle. And in that assumption, it is fallacious;
because, ego strengths are important to survival at the
young and middle adulthood stages of the life cycle but
actually maladaptive as one reaches midlife and beyond.
We shall propose that this value system is an unsound
model for the healthy psyche, putting too much emphasis
on youth without an alternative for the rest of life cycle
when ego energies wane as in later life.
The value system of this Western psychological
treatment approach supports the beliefs that individualism
is the end-all and teleological purpose of man in society.
Along with this view is supported the clichés that “time is
money” and one has to develop his/her ego potential or
else lose to competitors, “you have to take your chances,
you may not get another one” and to be successful one
has to possess the conscious attitude of the all important
‘youthful‘ approach to life. These views are based on
social Darwinism and although they represent one way
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to view today’s societies, they are not pragmatic because
they assume that man is pitted against man to compete
for limited resources. To survive today we have to learn
cooperation or else we shall limit our existence by war and
end humanity as we know it on earth.
When the ego fails to serve our survival needs, when
chaotic losses enter into our lives; the ego breaks down and
all the support being given by that structure fails. Futile
attempts to find reasons why bad events happen to us fill
the case notes of many psychotherapies. The suffering of
the ego may cause us to return the pain to the “reasoned”
sources of our pain – but that is only revenge. Profound
self-examination is needed. Self esteem will be possible
only by doing supplication to God to give us Grace
through prayer. Thus a mystical journey awaits us and a
humility is needed that gives up our ego-righteousness.
What leads to real healing is spiritual not psychological.
By reflecting on observing ourselves and learning to be
receptive to intuitive guidance is the answer – even when
doing so may humiliate us and defy reason. (Caroline
Myss, Defy Gravity, 2010).
Conscious spatial perceptions in the West are structured
in terms of seeing land that is guarded or infringed upon
(through Imperialism) by the ever watchful eye of the
collective conscious ego. Intrusive forays into the borders of
nation states to “democratize them” belies the underlying
motive of exploiting their resources for imperialistic ends.
And notice the American business practice of the cement
curbing off of restaurants from competitors that makes it
impossible in a strip of chain restaurants to drive /or walk
from one parking lot to an adjacent competitor’s parking
lot in order to compare menus or prices. Add to this the
rights of property owners to defend themselves against
perceived intruders by ’the gun’. It is now a right that if
someone enters your property without just cause, you
can shoot them. This has led to tragic results even fathers
killing their own sons.
Today’s social fabric of education and upward mobility
promises more than it can deliver. The paradox is that
the higher one goes in the stratum of society in career
advancement, the more one is able to violate the ego
boundaries of others and dominate them, through the
exercise of sex and power. For example, wealthy politicians,
actors/actresses and sports stars are known for multiple
sexual liaisons and not conforming to the boundaries of
monogamy which is the norm in common society.
Overemphasis on the development of the individual
conscious ego is valued over development of society with
the assumption that all are given equal opportunity to
survive and fulfill themselves materially. Supporting this
egocentric mind warp is the myth that there is a ‘top-down’,
trickle-down economic benefit to the lower classes from
the sterling enterprise of the wealthiest among us. Thus,
we should be grateful that the wealthy create jobs for the
rest of us. We are told by stewards of this popular political
illusion that poor people are lazy, and just want a hand
out. It is only the wealthy with their positive motivation
and enterprising spirit as capitalists who are the virtuous
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ones. These views are “democratized” in a preferentially
pluralistic society where only the wealthy can get access to
lobbies that promote legislation that support and sustain
their views of the world. The political result, for example,
is to cut medical access to the poor and to cut budgets for
education for the young rather than tax the wealthy. Head
start programs for children and subsidies to universities
are cut before raising taxes.
The computer has for decades replaced human workers
on the job through automation. And more than that,
statistics have become the language to justify, measure goals
and award pay for good work performance. Now people in
the work force are evaluated on how much they conform
to performance measures, thresholds of achievement and
productivity standards. Because this is often the only
measure of work performance, it has dehumanized the
process of workplace trust among people and created a
lack of social responsibility in others. This one-sided way
of measuring human achievement creates an imbalance in
the individual and society leading to more mental illness
in the workplace and society as a whole. This is due to the
way the ego has dominated consciousness in the western
world and it has become inflated, as societies have become
inflated, narcissistic and devaluing of humanistic values
and institutions.
The dominant values that this collective consciousness
represents are now reaching a nadir as new developments
occur in perceptions of mental health. The emergence of
these new forms of consciousness has been revolutionized
by the internet, which equalizes the playing field for all
people as long as they have access to information.
II. The New Consciousness
We are heading to a paradigm shift, some call it a new
Age of Aquarius where deterministic values are becoming
subservient to a more holistic approach that takes into
account measurable, objective realities plus humanistic
considerations. As humanistic values seem to threaten the
hold on materialistic and measurable approaches to truth,
the anxiety increases among the stewards of the old order.
W.I. Thompson describes the phenomenon known as
“the sunset effect“ that occurs at the end of a millennium,
when the tenacity to hold onto waning values becomes
more desperate as we move closer to the future with new
values emerging. Within the collective consciousness
of the culture, there is a powerful tendency to see life
through a rear view mirror and hold onto old worn-out
values in the face of threatening changing times. Myths
that reflect the weltanschauung and mesmerize our people
into glorifying the times gone by are: “The Fountain of
Youth”, “The Spirit of Capitalism”, “The Magic Bullet”,
“God and Country” and “The Cowboy”, to name a few.
The propaganda proposed by the proponents of
reactionary politicians are using our fear of change to
prevent us from realizing a “reality we are living in (which)
remains largely unconscious, but (which) we acknowledge
by grabbing back onto the sentimental things of the past”
(William Irwin Thompson, New Story, “It Has Already

Begun – The Planetary Age is an unacknowledged daily
reality”, 1986).
Consciousness is becoming less bound by fear of
poverty and pride in material wealth and more focused
on courage to be (Hawkins, David Transcending the Levels
of Consciousness p. 167). What this present reality means
to the individual is that she can let herself be led by her
personal dreams to prepare for critical periods in her life.
But this is really a new process because it is possible only
by a loss of old, ego identifications. This is such a new
awareness, to be able to stop our striving and look at subtle
images, revealed by our personal visions. But it is also much
more. It is also gaining a perspective that involves personal
timing of events in our lives as revealed by astrology,
namely the Huber method of astrological psychology (The
Cosmic Egg Timer, Hopewell & Llewellyn).
Dreams have been relegated to a small corner of the
psychological reality for individuals in our study of the
psyche. But dreams are important to development as they
contain vital personal information and insights that can
guide our inner and external goals. When dreams are
interpreted in conjunction with the Huber method’s timing
of nodal and radix age point aspects and crossing points
in the horoscope , they can help increase personal power.
Age Point aspects in the horoscope mark critical shifts
in the developmental understanding of ego attachments
and when aligned with dreams of that time they can yield
important psychological insights about when to act and
when to retreat in the external world.
To hold back, to withdraw and retreat by reframing
losses in external affairs is the mix that is needed to
negotiate the world of today. However, few Westerners
can achieve the emotional detachment to persevere with
the losses of occupational identity, role identity in the
family or bodily identity through illnesses that threaten
ego integrity as narrowly defined by the West. Dreams that
occur at these critical times that indicate a reversal and
change from dominant ego identities to submissive ego
identities result in different tactics of engagement with the
external realities facing us. They are blessings and curses
but they can be clues to upcoming losses. Getting rid of
the illusion of the ego as the seat of consciousness is most
difficult without a road map. But being able to understand
one’s dreams, put them in the context of critical periods
astrologically and finally relinquish the ego attachment
that allowed one to believe in the ego dominance in the
first place, can be a source of fulfillment and renewal.
Most Westerners face a crisis or depression when
facing such losses in occupation, relationships or their
hold on reality. And the more they attempt to hold on
to the ego identity that is threatened and forge ahead in
another direction blaming external factors for an internal
process, the more mentally unbalanced they become. We
westerners are psychically one-sided with amalgamation
of the ego identity to the persona or dominant function
of our psychological type (Jung, Psychological Types). We
do not have the broad based foundation of wholeness
with which to withstand losses when our dominant ego

function is thwarted. This is because we know little of our
personal inner processes and how our own unconscious
can interpret for us through dream imagery how to time
and apply ourselves to real life events. Plus, we do not
know alternative rituals to help us cope with the losses
so that we still feel psychologically secure. So this is the
challenge that this work will try to accomplish: helping
people at critical times with the relinquishment of the
force of the ego illusion as a dominant focus in the person.
Thus, we can find the true meaning of what is mentally
healthy and balanced.
Flexibility in psychic attitudes is called for but not the
ego’s total annihilation. This shift is true on individual as
well as collective levels. W. I. Thompson illustrates that the
world in the present is a world of an integrated planetary
consciousness in which all the old forms of industrial
might: defense, territorial imperialism, and the work ethic
break down. In his article in New Story, he notes the new
era:
“In the emerging planetary world, what counts can’t be
counted and so you don’t have a world of objects that are
separated in space – wealth and mansions here and dioxin
dumps over there. You have a world of interpenetrating
presences; you have a world in which consciousness is immanent
in matter in that matter isn’t separate from consciousness. You
have a world of play, of performance, of a willingness to lower
your lifestyle if that will increase the joy, and the spontaneity,
and the innovation and the risk-taking, and the imaginative
fun of being.”
On a large level, paralleled to the individual loss of ego
identity, one can assume that with these dramatic shifts
of Collective power in governments, the change to being
a second or third rate nation, not being dominant as a
world power will be felt having devastating effects on the
unsuspecting nation states and individuals within their
boundaries.
How shall we endure such a shift of consciousness on
so many levels without losing our psychological security?
With the advent of self-psychology mostly propagated
by Carl G. Jung and the Jungians, comes the small, but
vigorous movement to re-define the nature of the psyche
rather than focus on the narrow conscious mind of the
behaviorists and on ego strengths alone. Coming from it
roots in Hinduism, the Self is seen as the center of the
psyche, not the ego. And it is mostly unconscious.
“The recognition of this civilizational unconscious, this
hidden cultural reality, is the end of a process that began
intellectually in the early 20th century. Freud began with
the instinctive unconscious. Jung followed him and reflected
the instinctive life into consciousness as it was created in the
collective unconscious and reflected in patterns of imagery
that would occur in science or poetry or dreams or the rest
of it. It wasn’t instinct. It was instinct reflected in imagery
creating consciousness“ (ibid).

¤¤¤¤¤
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Astrology – The Shadow Side of Astronomy?
by Catharine Collier
Catharine ponders on the antagonism between astronomy and astrology and its possible
relationship with the concept of the Shadow.
“Between the conception
And the creation
Between the emotion
And the response
Falls the Shadow”
The Hollow Men – T.S.Eliot
The enmity between astronomy and astrology is
very sad, especially since astrology holds that the
two were originally one discipline, far back in the
mists of time, when all we were capable of was the
observation of the heavens, and then of correlating
those observations, orally at first and over many
generations, with the happenings which were
simultaneously observed on Earth; until eventually
they began to be preserved on the first primitive,
cuneiform writing tablets:
‘As above, so below’.’
So the idea goes like this – astrology and astronomy
were originally one entity, then they were perceived
to be twins ‘conjoined at the hip’, and finally they
have been fatally and surgically separated. I used to
think that this was a pity. But I now realise that,
of course, differentiation is necessary – just as that
between church and state has been. However it is
a pity that the differentiation has led to ridicule
and argument. It would be wonderful if each could
recognise the beauties of the other!
I was reminded again of this ongoing controversy
just recently, when I had the opportunity to read the
original dialogue published about ten years ago, in
The Noetic Science Review between two scientists, on
astrology, one decrying it and the other defending it.
It brought to mind that incident about two years
ago, which created quite a furore between astronomers
and astrologers due to a BBC programme, in which
the esteemed, academic and erudite astronomer
presenting the said programme, barked at its end,
‘Astrology is a load of rubbish’ [Professor Brian Cox
- Ed].
I suggest that this remark was that of the esteemed
professor’s Shadow side. He has not studied astrology,
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and so has no means of deciding whether it is true
or false.
It is well to ponder on the remarks of Carl Sagan,
who, though not a supporter of astrology, reminded
scientists that the mere absence of proof for an idea
does not mean that the idea is therefore disproved,
but that the relevant proof has not yet been found;
quoting the case of continental drift.
I had not seen this programme, but from the
praise given to it by viewers it must have been
phenomenally beautiful and astrologers will also
have greatly enjoyed it, with its stunning panoramic
photographs of galaxies, stars and planets etc., as we
are always fascinated by the new discoveries made by
our fellow ‘star gazers.’
But the unfortunate, ensuing argument is
perennial and is brought about regularly. So ‘who’
said ‘what’ at any moment is immaterial to the basic
issue.
But, it takes ‘Two to Tango’ and traditional
astrologers are also much to blame by insisting on
using archaic language, outmoded concepts which
now only serve to mystify and confuse the ordinary
person, efforts at prediction, ‘power plays’, and what
I reluctantly call the ‘hodge-podge’ of personally
selected items of astrological knowledge, taken
from the wide range of conflicting historical and
geographic ideas and methods that are available
today. As Bruno Huber has told us:
‘linguistic confusion reigned in this discipline... due
to its passing through different cultures and religions.’
Aspect Pattern Astrology
The above Noetic Science Review article also
reminded me of the fact that there are two sides to
the maxim – ‘As above, so below’. When astrology is
mentioned, the ordinary person thinks immediately
on the Microcosmic level – Natal Chart astrology,
traditional astrology – which can be Mundane,
Political, Financial, Harmonic, Astro/cartography,
Medical, Horary, Jungian Archetype, Soul Centered
astrology and a host of others, including our own
Huber Method, on the Microcosmic scale. But
when reading books like Richard Tarnas’ Cosmos and
Psyche, I am alerted and surprised to remember that

the there is also a Macrocosmic astrology of great
wonder and magnitude.
But, to go back to the controversy in 2011; at
that time there were several defensive articles written
by astrologers in reply. However, I could not find, in
those that I have read, anything that addresses the
real problem. Anything that touches on the real nub!
So I would suggest that the real nub of this recurring
problem is psychological.
Could it be the problem of the Shadow?
“Just as any bright sunlight always casts darkness
somewhere, the conscious brightness of the ego always
casts a Shadow in our personality”
Yvonne Taylor – Conjunction 50

is something fascinating in astrology that eludes
them, or some envy because astrology maintains it’s
popularity despite the stated disapproval of Science?
Just consider these two words – ‘astrology’ and
‘astronomy’ both from the Greek – the same word
except that the last four letters are different. What
do these four letters mean that they are able to make
such a difference to the understanding of these two
disciplines?
“Astrology – the study of the stars – ‘logia’ means
to ‘study, speak or lecture’ about the stars. ‘Study’
– is ‘a detailed investigation of the meaning of a
situation or of a group of people’.”
“Astronomy – the measurement of the stars. The
second ending – ‘nomos’ means the Measurement,
As we all know, we each carry a Shadow, and or the system of laws governing, or the sum of
we each need to do regular work on it in order to knowledge regarding, a specific field.” (both above
understand and integrate it into the personality, from Oxford English Dictionary).
which then enables the personality to benefit from
‘Meaning’ relates to internal sentiment, value and
the enormous charge of creative energy which the feeling. ‘Measurement’ relates to external fact, size
Shadow contains and suppresses.
and weight.
Here are some further interesting remarks about
the Shadow.
“The Shadow personifies everything that the
subject refuses to acknowledge about himself and yet is
always thrusting itself upon him, directly or indirectly
– for instance inferior traits of character and other
incompatible tendencies.”
Jung, Collected Works Vol 9)
“If a person’s usual personality indicates a rational
and reasonable character, yet he or she suddenly behaves
in a way wholly alien to that well known character, just
consider the quality of the act or word. If it was inferior
to that person’s usual standard of behaviour, there may
have been a Shadow at work”.
Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) Manual

The Bad Shadow

by Ellis Nadler, http://toonpool.com

“Whenever we cannot bear the idiosyncrasies, habits
or characteristics of others, but are sorely tried and
irritated by them, we may be sure that part of our own
Shadow is involved. This means that we have repressed
these peculiarities within ourselves”.
Louise Huber, ‘The Moon Node Horoscope’

Or as Ken Wilber puts it:
Fortunately we are greatly assisted in working
on our Shadow in several easy ways; by the Huber
“Whenever... I am aware that a certain person/
Moon Node understandings, by the Myers Briggs situation invariably causes a ‘serious disturbance
Type Indicator (MBTI) a derivative of Jung’s within my environment’, then I know that my Shadow
work, and by Ken Wilber’s work. Understanding is making its appearance.”
and acknowledging our own Shadow could endow
Ken Wilber, ‘Integral Life Practice’
us with compassion for those astronomers who
Jung recognised that all humans have the same
maybe labour under a sneaking feeling that there
four attributes – Sensing, Intuiting, Feeling and
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Thinking. He paired them into two ‘perceiving’ very inferior to his previous elegant and measured
abilities and two ‘judging’ abilities (judging means phrasing – “Astrology is a load of rubbish!”
to ‘take action’; while perceiving ‘just notices the
Would we be justified in assuming that that
situation’).
utterance was ‘inferior to his usual standard of
behaviour’?, and that therefore that exclamation
was merely his Shadow suddenly emerging, in
Jung’s Pairs of
its childish and primitive fashion, to trip him up
Psychological Functions
embarrassingly, since, being primarily a Thinking
and Sensing person, he is inept at expressing the
Perceiving
emotional or feeling side of himself?
This is the sort of remark of which one says
Sensing and Intuition
afterwards “I don’t know how I came to say or do
that. That’s not like me. I didn’t mean to.”
Judging
Now consider another personality – this time
Thinking and Feeling
one who has chosen ‘Feeling’ as his Dominant mode
and ‘Intuition’ as his Auxiliary. If we follow the same
The first two, Intuition and Sensing, are both set of rules, we will arrive at the conclusion that
unconscious, passive perceptions of Possibilities and ‘Thinking’ is this person’s most neglected mode, and
Facts, respectively.
therefore the inferior Shadow side of this person will
The second two, Thinking and Feeling, are be prone to illogical, unreasonable, and inaccurate
conscious evaluations of ‘True or False’ (Thinking) Thinking processes.
and ‘Good or Bad’ (Feeling), demanding a response.
If these two people are initially antagonistic to each
As he noted, everyone has all four functions, other, it is usually their respective, underdeveloped
but typically, very early on in life, one of the four and childish Shadow sides which will engage in an
is unconsciously chosen to be the Dominant mode, argument, with regrettable results!
and then a second, (which is always one of the
Conclusion – perhaps enmity between astronomy
opposite pair) is then chosen as an Auxiliary which and astrology has little to do with scientific ‘proof ’
supports the Dominant mode.
or otherwise, but much to do with Personalities and
For example, a man whose Dominant mode is Shadows!
Thinking may choose Sensing to be his Auxiliary –
“I have a little Shadow that goes in and out with
he might then be classified as a “Thinker – a person me,
with highly developed intellectual powers, especially
And what can be the use of him is more than I can
one whose profession involves intellectual activity”,
see.....
with ‘Sensing the Facts’ of a situation being his
The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to
Auxiliary mode, this man would probably make an
excellent astronomer/astrophysicist – ‘measuring’ grow—
the distance, size and weight of the stars.
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an indiaNow, the curious thing is, that having chosen one rubber ball,
of a pair to be the Dominant mode, then that one
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of
is enjoyed and practised most often, while the other him at all.
half of that pair, becomes automatically the one that
He stays so close behind me, he’s a coward you can
is most neglected and least used, therefore it remains
in a juvenile and underdeveloped state making (in see;
I’d think it shame to stick to Nursie as that Shadow
the above case) ‘Feeling’ as the most neglected and
inferior function and in which it is possible to find sticks to me”.
the Shadow lurking.
R.L.Stevenson – Child’s Garden of Verse
Now, back to the BBC Programme, what do
¤¤¤¤¤
we make of it, if, after presenting a highly erudite,
learned and fascinating display of the night sky,
the presenter suddenly exclaims in an exasperated
and unexpectedly juvenile manner, using language
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The Signs of the Zodiac & the Labours of the
Months in the Middle Ages
by Christa Hensel
This article by Christa, on astrological symbolism in churches of the Middle Ages, first
appeared in Conjunction and then the Conjunction Digest Volume III.
This article is a short summary of one chapter
from my MA dissertation entitled “Astrological
symbols in Italian art in the Middle Ages and in
the Renaissance”. This subject is a totally neglected
field in art history. In this chapter I focussed mainly
on the floor mosaics in the crypt of San Savino in
Piacenza.
In astrology books we can find pictures of art
with astrological motifs and we are used to seeing
them shown in this way. These astrological art pieces
show the symbols which we still use today – the
twelve Sun signs and the symbols for the five planets
which were known in earlier times, Mercury, Venus,
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn plus symbols for the Sun
and the Moon. Symbols for these heavenly bodies
are found in the form of mosaics, sculptures, stained
glass windows, fresco paintings or small drawings in
book illustrations.
There is a lot of astrological art from the middle
ages, dating from about 1050 to 1350, and later
from the Renaissance, and yet more from antiquity.
But none of these special art pieces are discussed or
even mentioned in the traditional art history books.
An average art historian doesn’t know astrology and
therefore may not be able to recognize the symbols;
nor could he interpret their implications.
Bruno Huber was one of the few who wrote several
articles about “Art in Astrology” in Astrolog. It was
his articles, amongst other things, that inspired me
to write an MA in Art history about these forgotten
and neglected symbols. It was not an easy task to
start with; very little research has been made on the
subject. Writing an MA about astrological symbols
was like breaking through a taboo in the academic
world.
Astrological symbols have existed since antiquity
and they are a true link to our time. They have not
changed their meaning through the ages and they are
presented in the same manner as in ancient times.
That phenomenon is really very special and worthy
of reflecting on, we often just take the symbols for
granted. The zodiac signs and the planets are part
of our culture, but today they are used more in a
commercial manner, except by astrologers.

In the Middle Ages and in antiquity, however,
astrology was a serious subject and had a profound
meaning in everyday life. In antiquity our form of
astrology was the everyday religion, and the symbols
for the planets were the people’s living gods We still
use the names of Roman gods for the planets. The
astrological symbols disappeared from the art scene
in about 500 A.D., because Augustine did not allow
practising astrology; only God’s word was allowed.
But about 1050, knowledge of astrology came
back to Europe again through the influence of the
Arabians and the great astrologer Abumashar.
Astrology played an important role in society and
life in the so-called Latin Middle Ages. Astrology had
high status, was accepted as science and was taught
at Universities. It belonged to the seven liberal arts.
Astrology represented a logical system that showed
in an abstract manner the divine structure of heaven,
the macrocosm, and its influence on earth, the
microcosm. God was of course above it all, and the
angels were thought to rotate the planets and the
stars which all had to obey God’s will.
The famous monk, Thomas Aquinas, had a great
knowledge of astrology and he taught the subject
at the Universities of Paris and Cologne. He had
almost a modern approach to astrology because he
understood that although the forces of the planets
might influence us, man has to use his own will.
There
are
plenty
of astrological motifs
in medieval art from
about 1050 until about
1300 and most of that
kind of art is found in
churches side by side with
motifs from the Bible.
That is actually a quite
extraordinary fact, because
many people would not
expect that astrology and
Basilica of
the Christian beliefs could
Ste
Madeleine,
Vezelay
be found alongside each
other.
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The Zodiac Signs on front portals of the
great Cathedrals

The floor mosaic in the crypt of San Savino

The Romanic basilica of San Savino in Piacenza in
The Tympanum of the front portal of the church of Italy dates from about the year 1000 and contains
St. Madeleine in Vezelay, France, dates from 1120. several floor mosaics with cosmic symbols. The floor
mosaic in the crypt of San Savino, in white and
black marble, is of particular value and interest as it
shows these themes of the labours of the months and
the signs of the zodiac It also reveals the importance
of astrology in medieval society.
The mosaic in the crypt of San Savino is divided
into two parts. (See picture)

Above this portal there are reliefs with the main
message, Jesus Christ giving orders to the disciples to
preach God’s words to the whole world. But above,
in the shape of a half circle, there are the signs of
the zodiac together with the labours of each month,
showing activities from the farming world.
Everything was symbolic in the Middle Ages.
and life on earth was just a symbol of the perfect life
in heaven. Every piece of art from the Middle Ages
had a symbolic meaning, and the half circle of the
Tympanum symbolized heaven. The labours of the
months symbolize the hard terrestrial world and are
in concordance with the cosmic rhythm, symbolized
by the signs. The presentation of the labours of the
months together with the zodiac signs was a common
motif both in antiquity and in the Middle Ages.
We can see in the relief at Vezelay that the signs
are made in the traditional manner, which goes back
to Ptolemy in the 2nd century. For instance, the crab
for the sign of Cancer is not supposed to have eyes;
Capricorn is in earlier times often presented as a
goat-fish, a goat with a fish tail. It is shown this way
at Vezelay.
These motifs for the labours of the months and
the signs of the zodiac are found in many places
and on other famous Cathedrals too, such as Notre
Dame or Chartres, and all over Europe. The pictures
of the labours of the months show typical farming
activities for each month. In the southern countries
there are more pictures showing wine making, while
the northern countries show more on how farmers
worked in the fields. In almost all countries we can
see the motif of slaughtering pigs for the month
of December and the sign of Sagittarius, and for
January making a fire, which means getting warm.

CONJUNCTION No. 56, November 2012, Page 24

All pictures of the labours of the months and
the sun signs are placed in medallions. which
are surrounded by a border of Latin verses. The
medallions are positioned in a mosaic field made
of chevron patterns. This motif was often used in
antique and medieval art to denote the ocean, and
the ocean again symbolizes Christian belief.
The mosaic is divided into two parts. Two
months, January with Capricorn and February with
Aquarius are placed in the north side and separated
from the other ten medallions, and we can see that
the two medallions for January and February have
another detail which the others don’t have. Beside
each medallion is a pair of figures and who appear to
rotate them, but in both medallions both figures are
unfortunately incomplete.
For January it looks as if it had been the figure of
an older man wearing a long robe, and for February
the figure looks more like a young man wearing
a knee-length robe. There is other symbolism
connected to these two signs the way they are shown
here: symbols of a man’s lifetime with the four ages
of childhood, youth, adulthood and old age, and a
symbol for the year with the four seasons, themes
which were often used in the Middle Ages.
Everyone who knows something about astrology
will realize that the two signs, Capricorn and
Aquarius, have something in common; they are the

two signs that have Saturn as ruler. In the Middle
Ages the priests and other educated people had great
knowledge about astrology, so it is natural that the
two signs which have Saturn as ruler, the planet
for time, borders, structure, limitation and in the
Middle Ages also for death, are consciously chosen
to represent the year or the time a human being has
on earth.
It seems not just coincidence, but a very conscious
act to place these two signs separate from the other
ten, and make them the symbols for a lifetime and a
year. One who knows nothing about astrology will
not understand the deeper meaning.
The biggest mosaic has the ten medallions with
the labours of the months and the signs placed
in three rows. The first row contains three signs,
starting with Pisces at the upper left, followed Aries
and April, and in the right corner Taurus and May.
The second row has four medallions, Gemini and
June, Cancer and July, Leo and August, and Virgo
and September. This row contains the signs ruled by
Sun and Moon.
In the third row we find the last three signs. To the
left, there is little left of the sign Libra and October,
in the middle only the tail of Scorpio is visible, and
to the right we find what is left from the roundel for
Sagittarius and December.
When we look at the mosaic with these ten signs,
we can see that the two signs Cancer and Leo are in
the middle. The Sun is usually the symbol of Jesus
Christ and the Moon for the church, indicating the
whole mosaic is deeply symbolic.
If one substitutes each medallion with the ruling
planet of the sign shown, the whole mosaic seems
to be made in a special pattern with a conscious
purpose. On both sides of the medallions having
Sun and Moon as rulers, we have the signs ruled
by Mercury (Gemini with June on the left and
Virgo with September on the right in a horizontal
line). The signs which are ruled by Mars (Scorpio
and Aries), are on top and underneath the Sun and
the Moon, in a vertical line. And the signs ruled by
Jupiter and Venus ( Sagittarius, Pisces, Taurus and
Libra) are in the four corners of the square mosaic.
The whole mosaic seems to me very structured
and I could clearly see a picture when I drew lines
to the different planets. The picture actually shows a
horoscope pattern identical to the way it was drawn
in the Middle Ages. (See drawing).

In this case the four columns are a part of the
whole, and that could mean that the shape of the
whole mosaic, including the division into two parts,
was planned at about the same time as the church
was finished, about 1000.
In each of the twelve medallions the zodiac signs
are below and to the right of the representation of
the labours of the months, and sometimes the sign
is contorted to fit within the shape of the medallion.
We can see that clearly for the sign of Leo, where the
lion is placed in the corner. Aries looks like a lamb
and not like a ram, and that might be because Jesus
Christ often was symbolized as the sacrificial lamb.
All these roundels symbolise people on earth and
in the mosaic are placed like islands in the sea, which
again is a symbol for people living like islands in the
Christian ocean. In between there are sirens and
other entities to try to seduce people; they symbolize
the temptation in the terrestrial world. The border
in the bottom symbolizes the earthly world with
fighting and battle and war, We can see several
scenes of fighting and competition. At the end there
is the unicorn, which is a symbol of Christ when it
is tamed by a virgin.
If anybody visits Piacenza to
look at the mosaic in San Savino,
I can tell you that the church is
difficult to find, even though
it is in the middle of the town,
because the whole front was
replaced in the baroque period
and the entrance looks baroque.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Susannah
by Richard Llewellyn
This example interpretation first appeared in an early Conjunction and then the second volume
of Conjunction Digests.
I have not attempted to stress specific significators in
my interpretation – these are quite easily found and
I feel are best left to the reader to use his or her own
knowledge and skill.

7. Saturn also high in the chart and the only planet
truly on the “You” side;
8. Three interesting conjunctions, two of which (Sun/
Pluto & Mars/Mercury) potentially assertive;
9. Three planets not very integrated;
10. South Node in the 12th house.

When I set up Susannah’s chart my initial look at it
showed up the following points of interest:
Aspects
1. Either too much blue, or too little red, suggesting
blue/green motivation;
2. A dynamic and linear aspect structure with only
one complete Learning pattern;
3. An emphasis on the “I” side of the chart with an
open, and potentially vulnerable area on the “You”
side.
4. An emphasis on the first quadrant;
5. My symbolic image is of an open mouth which is
passively receptive rather than active.
I made no specific interpretation of the above other
than to hypothesise that Susannah might be somewhat
placid, perhaps withdrawn, though with bursts of
impulsive energy.
Planets
6. Moon highest in the chart and the only planet
integrated into an aspect pattern;
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Taking account of all the above I began to envisage
two possibilities. The first was that here was someone
who could be quite demanding and assertive in getting
what she wanted, making use of the two conjunctions
near the AC, and the impulsive energies of the first
quadrant planets, thus creating her own defence against
any vulnerability experienced through the open area
on the “You” side, or through the Moon and Saturn
alone at the top of the chart.
However, if I paid attention to my “symbolic image”
and took account of other factors such as the Moon in
a separate aspect pattern from Sun and Saturn, and the
placing of the south Node in the 12th house I began
to wonder whether Susannah had had a disturbed
childhood and was really quite shy and unassertive,
with a great deal of repressed energy. There appears to
be no great difference in the strengths of the ego planets.
Saturn seems to be strongest by house and could have
acted as some kind of defence mechanism for her. I felt
that the Moon might be a strong influence and, since
this is both the child in the family model as well as
the “inner child” in the adult, it might mean that she
has seen, or does still see herself as a child in need of
nurturing and protection. The Sun is potentially very
strong but tucked away in the recesses of the “I” side.
Learning Triangle
The hypothesis would suggest that she was living
principally in the learning triangle, responding via
the Moon/Venus quincunx, and occasionally showing
outbursts of feelings. I viewed the Chart Dynamics
and Low Points with caution because I didn’t know
how accurate the birth time might be. However, I
noted that Jupiter might be on a Low Point and that
both cardinal motivation and fire temperament had
a low value by sign but high by house giving a high
plus total and suggesting considerable environmental
expectations in the context of “action”. I also noted
that the reverse was the case as far as fixed motivation

and Earth temperament were concerned suggesting
qualities of practicality and doggedness which she
might have felt were not really appreciated. The overall
stress total is a low 4 and this might emphasise the
possibility of a rather withdrawn individual with no
great incentive to “perform”, other than to meet the
needs of the Moon at the top of the chart.
Susannah is 23 years of age and I didn’t know why
she was coming to see me. Her chart showed the age
point in Capricorn, beginning its upward climb to
the 5th house cusp and it could therefore be imagined
that perhaps she was sensing the departure from the
security of the “home” environment and childhood,
and the inevitable progress into that area of life when it
becomes necessary to find oneself in the outside world.
This could be creating either conscious or unconscious
stress if my second hypothesis was correct. In any case,
her age point at 15° Capricorn is making approximate
blue or green aspects to all the planets in the Learning
Triangle – perhaps focussing attention on these parts
of herself – and maybe on their limitations.
When I met Susannah she was neatly dressed, good
looking and somewhat reserved. I talked a while about
the meaning of the birth chart and how it can be used
in a positive way. She told me that she had graduated
from university and that on completion she was
offered a job in the Personnel department which she’s
enjoyed but, with a limited budget, the university had
only been able to employ her for 6 months and she was
now wondering what to do next. There were various
choices open to her but she had so far not been able
to make any decision. She was visiting home briefly
before returning to her university town where she had
been living for the past 4 years.
Her parents separated when she was 13 years old
and it was her father who had left home. When she
was a young child she experienced her father as being
a powerful man and says she was quite afraid of him.
She isn’t any longer and in fact is able to talk with him
about the breakdown of the family and whilst she finds
she cannot yet forgive him, she is able to accept what
happened. The Moon remains in a separate aspect
pattern from the Sun in the house chart.
Fear of self-assertion
I noticed that Susannah blushes very easily and she
said that whilst she wants to know what decision to
make about her future, she feels that one of her main
difficulties is her lack of self-confidence. She said that
she allows herself to be taken advantage of, and she
tends to respond to the demands of others rather
than meeting her own needs, though she does very
occasionally lose her temper. She wasn’t sure what she
got out of this behaviour but it was easier to live life like
this than to assert herself. Her fear of asserting herself,

or expressing her own ideas, was because she felt it
might result in an argument and she would probably
lose. She said that her ex-boyfriend had found it hard
to cope with her passivity in dealing with others. We
briefly explored how she might experience the South
Node in the 12th house and the way in which it is
more comfortable and secure to live in this area of life
than face up to the nitty-gritties of life.
We talked about her emotional needs and how she
attempted to get these met – for instance she says she
still sees herself as a girl rather than a young woman –
and by continuing this role of child whether it makes it
easier for her to get emotional support, or not to have
to take responsibility for herself, etc. When I work
through a chart with a client I have no fixed way of
doing this, going along with the client’s needs rather
than dictating them. In this case we looked at each of
the planets in turn, seeing them as though they were
subpersonalities, each one symbolising a powerful
inner drive and each wanting to realise its full potential.
I sometimes use analogies with a client to help them
understand the process of growth more easily, for
instance talking about a small acorn as containing all
that is required to create an immense oak tree. For me,
astrology is all to do with self-awareness and “growth”.
We looked at the potential strengths of the 4 planets
in Virgo, especially the Sun/Pluto conjunction, and we
discussed various exercises which she might do to help
develop Will and to achieve conscious clarity which
would make choices and decisions easier. We also
examined ways of helping the energies of the Mercury/
Mars conjunction grow, ideas such as keeping a journal
in which she can record experiences, how she felt
about them, how she resolved them and so on. This
might also help her to see more clearly how she was
developing the power of her Will. We talked about
the benefits which she might get from joining in with
some kind of “growth” group.
I was aware that I would be unlikely to see Susannah
again, or if I did, it would not be for months, so I felt
it was important to spend our time together talking
principally about areas of her life which might benefit
from having a spotlight shone on them. We reached
these areas gradually and sensitively, and only after
exploring how life is for Susannah at this moment in
time. For instance, although I had formed hypotheses
before meeting her it was she who told me about her
lack of self-confidence and about her difficulties in
relating to others. And I always search for, and stress,
positive resolutions to any life experiences that might
be experienced as creating difficulties.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Reviews
Integral Astrology
Understanding the Ancient Discipline in
the Contemporary World
by Armand M. Diaz
To my mind, there has for some time
been the need for a book that puts
astrology into the context of the socalled Integral Worldview that has been pioneered by a host
of modern thinkers, notably Ken Wilber, building on the
work of exceptional pioneers such as Teilhard de Chardin,
Jean Gebser, Clare Graves, Don Beck etc. [See e.g. A Theory
of Everything by Ken Wilber or Integral Consciousness by
Steve McIntosh.] This has been particularly needed because
Wilber himself does not include significant discussion of
astrology in his books, and has indeed been rather dismissive
of the subject.
So I very much welcomed the opportunity to review
Integral Astrology, which does indeed aim to integrate
astrology into this new paradigm. Armand Diaz is an
astrologer himself, and rightly sees that it is necessary for
astrologers themselves to identify how they fit with Integral
Theory, and that astrology will gain from the additional
insights this provides.
Early on, Diaz states that “the cornerstone of the book is
the notion that [developmental systems] provide the vertical
framework of evolution (which describes how consciousness
moves upward in a series of stages), whereas astrology
describes the horizontal landscape that one encounters at
each of these stages.”
The typical integral vertical framework of the Spiral
Dynamics of Don Beck and Clare Graves shows the evolution
of human (collective and individual) consciousness through
the levels of:
1. Archaic-Instinctual (beige),
2. Magical-Animistic (purple),
3. Power Gods (red),
4. Mythic Order (blue),
5. Scientific Achievement (orange),
6. Sensitive (green)
and then a jump to a second tier of
7. Integrative (yellow) and then
8. Holistic (turquoise).
Spiral Dynamics is used as a basic frame of reference by
this book.
Horizontal describes the perspectives we find at any
particular vertical level. And here Wilber uses the interior/
exterior and individual/collective distinctions to give two
axes resulting in the four-quadrant model. This is, of course,
the same as the axes and quadrants of the birth chart. [See
e.g. Celebrating the Quality of Four – APA publication.]
The introductory section of Integral Astrology goes on
to suggest that we can understand where various schools of
astrology will be most useful when we understand something
about their vertical and horizontal positions.
The first two chapters of the book are about the evolution
or development of consciousness, basically expounding
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Spiral Dynamics and relating it to various astrological
thinkers, notably Dane Rudhyar and Stephen Arroyo.
Diaz suggests that the vertical or spiritual dimension to
astrology is ‘sorely needed’, although he does not recognise
that approaches such as that of Bruno and Louise Huber
have this vertical dimension as a ‘built-in’ factor. You could
say that astrological psychology is all about the raising of
consciousness! [For example: integration of ego planets,
transpersonal planets, levels of operation of planets, low
points, stress area, age progression, AC, moon nodes and
axis, moon node chart, crossing point...]
First, Diaz introduces the simplified developmental
scheme for individuals from preconventional to conventional
to postconventional, which can be mapped onto the categories
of Spiral Dynamics [conventional = level 4 blue]. Then he
goes on to a more detailed evaluation of the categories of
Spiral Dynamics, via a diversion into aspects of the perennial
philosophy, the chakras, Sri Aurobindo, Plato and Plotinus.
There is a section on astrological models of development,
essentially restricted to looking at Bruce Schofield’s The
Circuitry of the Self, which is apparently an attempt to show
that astrology itself can serve as a developmental model in a
scientific sense – but it is just a theory. There is no discussion
of astrological approaches which are integrated into an
understanding of the personal and spiritual developmental
processes, such as astrological psychology.
The third chapter takes a look at culture, and emphasises
that an awareness of cultural influences is essential for any
practising astrologer.
The next few chapters seem a bit random: being aware
of inner and outer, subjective and objective; science and
astrology, and the impossibility of applying empirical
experimental approaches to astrology; fate, free will and
karma.
Chapter 7 skates over a wide variety of approaches to
astrology, both historical and current. The section on
psychological astrology is fairly comprehensive, but fails to
mention astrological psychology or Bruno & Louise Huber.
Chapter 8 is entitled ‘Towards an Integral Astrology’,
so gets us to the point after much introductory material,
some of which is of course essential. Here are set down basic
principles of an integral astrology. I won’t steal the author’s
thunder by attempting to summarise here, but there are some
useful observations to be taken into account by astrologers,
and help them to understand where their clients and other
astrologers are coming from. And how to relate astrological
indicators to their developing potential.
Having the dimensions of Spiral Dynamics in mind does
potentially give added insights in the consulting process.
Two final chapters cover fractals and attractors, which
provide potentially valuable ways of thinking about
situations; and the author’s thoughts on the consulting
process, in the context of what has gone before.
Overall, this book makes a valiant attempt to move
towards an integral astrology. It would have been better if it
had recognised the contribution of astrological psychology
as a modern developmental approach. But it does contain
much material of interest, albeit presented in a somewhat
haphazard manner. Certainly worth considering!
¤¤¤¤¤

Ken Wilber and Astrology
Readers may be interested to know a bit more about
Ken Wilber’s view of astrology. If you type ‘Wilber
astrology’ into a search engine you get the following
link to an interview with Wilber in 2003 on ‘The
Pre/Trans
fallacy’:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gjR_4q6HKA4.
You need to understand that Wilber adopts a
developmental schema similar to, but different from
Spiral Dynamics. His corresponding developmental
stages are roughly: archaic, magical, mythic, rational,
pluralistic, holistic, psychic, subtle, causal, nondual.
Wilber essentially bases his view of astrology on
empirical studies on astrologers, which demonstrate
that they fail to achieve what they expect. So
astrology cannot be ‘proved’ in a scientific sense and
cannot be shown to be successfully predictive, which
is his main point.
He does think that astrology is preeminently
a very sophisticated map of the mythic level of
development – what the world looks like at the
mythic stage of consciousness – a resonating value
system for that level of our being.
He does not think that astrology applies to
everything and all levels. This appears to be just his
opinion and he sounds open to being persuaded
otherwise. Wilber’s perspective here seems to be
based on what astrology was at a particular point in
time, rather than on what it is today.
Of course, this is contrary to Armand Diaz’s view
in the book reviewed on the previous page where
astrology can be applied at any level, and Diaz is
more consistent with the perspective of astrological
psychology.
Wilber is particularly concerned with what he
calls the ‘pre/trans fallacy’, which is the confusing
of facets of the pre-rational stages with those of the
trans-rational stages, when in fact there is a huge
difference – a bit like planets operating at ‘asleep’
versus ‘awake’ levels. For example, Freud reduced all
spiritual (trans-rational) experiences to infantile (prerational) experiences. Jung tended to go the other
way and treat pre-rational states as post-rational.
Wilber appears to have conveniently slotted
astrology into the mythic level because he is not
aware of its higher levels of applicability.

A Secret History of Consciousness
by Gary Lachman
There is a battle of ideas in understanding
the human situation and its history.
On the one side, we find the ardent
materialists, who profess to be scientists
but in reality follow the pseudoscience
of scientism. They present a history of the ‘big bang’
and the gradual coalescing of matter into galaxies, stars
and planets. Then, on planet earth, came land and sea
and a favourable atmosphere, whence emerged plants
and the panoply of animals, fish, birds and so on. And
eventually random mutation led relatively recently to the
human being, who at some point mysteriously became
self conscious and completely different from the other
animals. And the inexorable march of science is slowly
explaining all these things, and will eventually be able to
explain the ‘hard problem’ of consciousness.
In this sort of world view there is little room for
astrology, which is hence denigrated by its popularisers,
such as Richard Dawkins and the ex-rock-star Professor
Brian Cox.
In the other side, we find a view from inside out,
taking consciousness as the primary feature of existence,
and showing how consciousness itself has evolved since
its dawning. In the beginning is a seamless unity with
the world; then the emergence of self consciousness,
magical and mythical stages moving into rationality, a
super rationality of the divorced ego and ultimately a
purported more integrated participatory consciousness.
In this sort of world view astrology, and particularly
astrological psychology, finds a natural place in meaningful
relationship of the individual and the whole. And it is
this sort of viewpoint that is explored by another ex-rockstar Gary Lachmann in A Secret History of Consciousness.
This is really an exploration into ideas rather than the
telling of a particular story. Lachmann looks at the work
of many thinkers who have spent their lives investigating
aspects of such stories. A partial list of these explorers
will give some idea of the vastness of his scope: William
Bucke, William James, Henri Bergson, A.R.Orage,
P.D.Ouspensky, Helena Blavatsky, Rudolph Steiner,
Goethe, Erich Neumann, Stan Gooch, Julian Jaynes,
Colin Wilson, Owen Barfield, Jean Gebser, and so on.
This is a very readable, but also quite demanding
book to read, covering such a wide range of extraordinary
human beings and their major contributions to
understanding consciousness. A veritable tour de force!
Do read it if this is an area that is of interest to you.
¤¤¤¤¤
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The Other Side of Virtue
Where our virtues really come from, what
they mean, and where they might be
taking us
by Brendan Myers
I found this book rather incoherent and
yet at the same time rather fascinating.
The book is in 5 parts, or ‘movements’. The first
comprises a gathering of fragments of related information.
The second part describes the origins of virtue, what
it meant in ‘heroic’ societies which persisted in Europe
from the early Bronze age well into the so-called Dark
Ages. Leadership was invested in outstanding people.
Heroic values were reinforced by mythical storytelling.
Friendship was between those who resembled each other
in virtue. Honour was the highest virtue for such societies
– the virtue a man was prepared to die for. Apotheosis
enabled people to face death while following a heroic
course, and in that death was created an heroic story of
that life.
The third part moves on to so-called ‘civilised’ society,
which really began with the stories of Ancient Greece.
The development of cities led to standing armies and
society united under a hierarchical order. Relations with
other people, rather than with nature, became the most
important problems in life, and hence the focus of virtue.
The Power of Reason came to prominence. Aristotle
wrote the Nichomachean Ethics, with happiness as the
goal. Virtues were qualities of character that enabled the
person to live in society. Courage, prudence, temperance
and justice were the key virtues. Prudence was important
– a man should choose not only for himself but for the
society around. And temperance – all things in good
measure. Justice enabled the development of laws.
The fourth part takes us through the time from
the Renaissance to the present. The Renaissance saw
a resurgence of high classical pagan culture. Pico della
Mirandola’s Oration on the Dignity of Man established
a confidence in human power and greatness that was
independent of the then-dominant church. Machiavelli
set down rules for living in a world of the non-virtuous.
Reason and Science came to dominate European culture
in the 17th Century, immediately to be opposed by
Romanticism. The Romantic Nietsche identified the
Will as a feature of the superman who dominated affairs
– unfortunately his ideas led to the Second World War.
Which brings us to the modern Age of Reason. And here
mythical storytelling has had a resurgence by authors
to whom the propagation of virtue by such means is
important: The Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter being
the most well known.
So far, so good, but no clear story.
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The fifth and largest part takes us in a slightly different
direction through the concept of The Immensity, which
struck a chord with me.
Most of the time in life we can make good moral
decisions very quickly based on simple rules such as ‘harm
none and do what you will’. But once in a while this is
not enough. A circumstance arises and it is not clear what
the right choice is. The author believes that the origin of
virtue lies “in the dynamic meeting between our ideas of
who we are, and the various events and experiences that
call those ideas into question.” These situations relaunch
our journey of self-discovery. And it is this situation that
Myers calls The Immensity.
It is a situation that cannot be ducked or sidestepped,
but may be put off, and has to be faced. It is a destiny
and demands a response. It forces the very discovery of
who we are. What you do in this situation becomes part
of the story of your life. In essence it forces a spiritual
experience, taking us outside the everyday life. And the
response requires ‘spirit’, the force of life, to rise to the
challenge.
Myers then outlines three great and inescapable
immensities for all of us: the Earth, Other People, and
Death. And he touches on the importance of the good
and the beautiful as aiming points for the virtue of our
response. And if we respond with spirit towards the good
and beautiful we in the end create the worthwhile life.
“The worthwhile life is a gift the Virtuous person gives
to herself.”
Of course, there’s no astrological psychology in this
book, but it did set me thinking. The birth chart in some
sense shows our relationship with everything else, and
the Life Clock identifies points in our life where we are
specially subject to particular sorts of external influences.
The astrological equivalent of The Immensity would be
the planets, signs and houses and the effects on our lives
as the Age Point progresses through the signs and houses
and makes aspects to the planets, plus the corresponding
planetary transits.
These two perspectives on The Immensity seem to
be saying something very similar, but in very different
language. At certain points in life we are subject to
‘unpredictable’ influences which have a major bearing on
our life view, our values and our subsequent lives. Myers
describes them as ‘encounters with the immensity’; we
see them as influences in the Life Clock. But experience
suggests that the two are related.
So maybe we can learn a bit from this book about
the Life Clock and its relationship to the development
of virtue, character and the story of our lives. Is it not
just at those times when encountering The Immensity that
people come to see an astrological consultant?
¤¤¤¤¤

US Presidential Election 2012
Can you see in these charts any common features or relationships between the two candidates and their
probable role models?
Franklin D. Roosevelt

30.01.1882, 20:45, Hyde Park, New York
Rating: AA

Barack Obama
04.08.1961, 19:24, Honolulu, Hawaii
Rating: AA

Mitt Romney
12.03.1947, 09:51, Detroit, Michigan
Rating: A

Ronald Reagan

06.02.1911, 04:16, Tampico, Illinois
Rating: DD

Source of data: http://astro.com
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