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1984 and all that
Notes from the 11th House by Joyce Hopewell

Scattered around me I have several
disconnected ideas of what to write
about in these Notes from the 11th
house. Rather like beginning to look at
a natal chart for the first time it’s easy to get distracted, to
be unsure about where to begin, and I’m wondering if the
ideas will coalesce into something you might want to read.
Or not, as the case may be.
With a chart, I always begin at the centre, so that’s
where I’ll start now with my own centre. Where I am
coming from? What’s driving me? What’s my motivation
in making this regular contribution to Conjunction? I’m
committed to working with and promoting astrological
psychology. I think it’s an incredibly valuable tool which
encourages and promotes positive energy and well-being
for humanity. Now that may sound a bit of a grand
sweeping statement, but those are the words which
surfaced from my centre as I struggled to make sense of the
ideas around me. In 1984, I was struggling too, to make
sense of the more conventional astrology I was learning
as I wasn’t enjoying it much. A sceptical voice inside
me kept saying, “Astrology is a load of nonsense” and it
kept saying that on and off until I discovered astrological
psychology. That did make sense and the sceptical voice
went away. In a few months I learned and acknowledged
more relevant and valuable things about myself, using
astrological psychology and my Huber-style chart, than I’d
ever learned in the previous years of studying conventional
astrology.
So far, so good. Now, like an apparently disconnected
and tangential linear aspect in a chart, I’m moving on to
Torvill and Dean, the Olympic gold medal ice dancing
duo whose iconic routine at the 1984 Sarajevo Winter
Olympics to the music
of Ravel’s Bolero is still
captivating 30 years
on. And 30 years on,
in Sarajevo, Torvill and
Dean gave a swansong
performance of this
famous routine ahead
of their retirement.
Here’s a connection and a question to go with it. Do I
continue to write these Notes from the 11th house, or do
I, swansong-like, acknowledge that my Age Point is well
and truly in 12th house, pack up pens, pencils, keyboard
and ideas, and retreat?
The next question is do you, as a member of APA, read
Conjunction and find it interesting/stimulating/useful?
Membership of an organisation implies a certain level of
engagement and involvement. Are you an active member,
writing, sending feedback and contributing something, no
matter how small, as all members are invited to do? Your
editor includes an item on the future of APA on page 3.
Things are changing. The interest in astrology, massage,
new age therapies, personal growth, self-development
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and the like which was hot stuff in 1984 has changed.
In some cases it’s morphed into other forms, in others it’s
waned or has been dumbed down. People have less time
– and perhaps staying power and commitment too – to
undertake correspondence courses such as those offered by
APA. The internet has mushroomed to provide an easily
accessed source of information on any subject under the
sun, astrological psychology included.
The Age Point in the APA foundation chart is currently
in the 6th house, in Aquarius. It moved into this house
last June when APA turned 30, no mean feat in itself and
certainly something worth celebrating. Bruno’s vision,
that there would be “Lots of little APIs” all around the
world, has come to fruition. The interest in and use of
astrological psychology and the Huber Method is not
an obscure and largely unknown branch of mainstream
astrology; type the words astrological psychology or
Huber astrology into a search engine and you’ll see that it
is no shy retiring wallflower. And one of the reasons it is
well-known is because of APA. It was specifically founded
to offer English-speaking astrologers, psychologists,
counsellors and others involved in the helping professions
the opportunity to study and use this psychological
approach to chart interpretation, as well as providing a
valuable tool for personal and spiritual growth.
But although the APA’s Age Point is in Aquarius (good
for astrology) and in the 6th house (good for being of
service to others), it’s in an empty house (not so good - like
being in an empty echoing hall with no points of contact)
and it’s not making any aspects to planets until much later
this year (a square to Mercury in November). The 6th
house is at one end of the 6/12 Existence axis, but many
of us who have been around doing astrology since the
heady days of 1984 are the same people who are doing the
6th house tasks of supporting, running, organising and
helping APA. We are now, by age, approaching the 12th

house, if we’re not already there. And echoing this focus
on the 6/12 Existence axis, the existence of APA itself is
being thrown into sharp relief.
What is needed right now is more input, more
involvement and a shot of new energy from you, the
members of our association. Otherwise there will be no
APA and no Conjunction. I tend to welcome change and
new ideas; it’s refreshing, healthy and it appeals not only
to my Uranus on 11th cusp, but also to the mutable inner

News and Comment
Website Changes
The company helping to maintain our website have proved
to be not up the the task, so for the moment we have
taken the website back ‘in house’. A review of its current
state has shown it to be rather dated in both content and
presentation. A small team is therefore going through the
process of setting up a simpler revised website on a new
platform, which is more geared for easy maintenance and
for use from mobile devices.
So, apologies in advance for any hiccups in the web
service while this process proceeds.
If you have any views on content or structure of the
website, now would be a good time to make your input, either
to webmaster Jane webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
or to myself editor@astrologicalpsychology.org.
Even better, let us know if you’d like to get involved in
helping to develop the website!
The Future of APA
Every year, your trustees go through a process of reviewing
the APA finances and related trends. After a number of
years of a fairly steady state, there are causes for concern
in slowly declining numbers of student enrolments,
bookshop sales and membership. Essentially, these trends,
which appear to be similar across the astrological world,
are not sustainable over the long term, and it seems that
some change may become be necessary in our organisation
and offering.
It is not yet clear whether the figures can be regarded as
a long-term trend or represent an irregular ‘blip’, so there
will be no major changes at the moment.
However, it is clear that we do need a steady stream of
new students and members to maintain our current level
of offering. It has always been the case that our current
members are our best ambassadors for attracting new
ones – so please consider what role you personally might
play in attracting new people to this amazing world of
astrological psychology.
While on this subject, you should be aware that most
of APA’s Officers and Trustees have been in post for many
years. At some point in the not too distant future, we will
need further volunteers to take things forward. If you are
concerned about the future of APA and feel that you have
skills and energies to help, please get in touch with one of
the trustees.

motivation in my chart, where I’ve been coming from as I
gathered my ideas together to write this.
Could you be part of the change and new energy that
is needed, and help move things forward into a new phase?
If so, let us know. It is your association, and it belongs to
each and every one of you.
Joyce Hopewell
Principal Emeritus
http://joycehopewell.blogspot.co.uk

Introductory Workshop in Birmingham
Joyce Hopewell gave an introductory workshop in
Birmingham, UK on 2nd November 2013. This was
for an established group who were enthusiastic and
knowledgable about astrology, but knew little about
the Huber approach. The event was well received and
attendees took the opportunity to purchase some of the
books on astrological psychology published by HopeWell,
the full range of which was displayed on a table.

HopeWell’s Current Range of Books

Forthcoming Books
Two new books are currently being developed, authored
by members of APA:
Dreams and Psychological Astrology
by John D.Grove
Astrological Psychology and the Western Esoteric Tradition
by Sue Lewis
Watch the APA Twitter feed (@astpsy on Twitter or on
APA website) for details of availability.
Conjunction Archive
Don’t forget that the members’ area of the APA website
contains a treasure trove accessible to you, in the form
of the archive of old issues of Conjunction back to 2004,
together with a ‘clickable’ index to all the articles.
Student Notice
Charts for Assignments
When submitting charts with your assignments, whether
computer- or hand-drawn, please make sure that they are
to the highest possible standard, such as you would be
happy to share with a client. This ensures that your tutor
can concentrate on what you have written, rather than
wondering about features of the chart you have supplied.
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Maggie’s Musings
Elemental?
Early February and I guess we’re
all wondering if it will it ever stop
raining. I peer out of the rain
spattered kitchen window and the
puddles in my soggy garden and
think about human emotions throughout the ages, our
bodies and the correspondences with Water and Earth.
An interest in Carl Jung’s psychological archetypes
and a fascination with Ancient Greek mythology have
triggered thoughts of that moment in 1930 when a
tiny planet far beyond the reaches of the protection
of Saturn was observed and conceptually entered the
consciousness of mankind. Since that sighting of Pluto
there have been so many changes, so much pollution
and such worldwide conflict triggered by what has
been called ‘Black Gold’ – Oil.
Yes, I know, maybe not the ideal concept upon
which to focus as I wash up after breakfast, but still
I reflect on the energetic pattern of archetypal Pluto
and all the current upheaval of the Earth as water
relentlessly bubbles to the surface.
I think of ancient traumas experienced throughout
the ages. Wars fought over peaceful fields and the earth
torn up by bombs and cannons. So much buried deep
psychically long after the individuals involved have
died. So much suffering that human beings – and too

APA Contacts
Course Administration - Ghislaine Adams
course.enquiries@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)1394 610104
Web Master - Jane Brooks = webmaster@astrologicalpsychology.org
Membership - Trish Crawford
membership@astrologicalpsychology.org, +44 (0)1559 370931
Treasurer - Sue Parker* - suellysfaen@talktalk.net

the animals and all of nature – have collectively and
personally buried in the dark earth, far away the light
of consciousness and left to metaphorically compost
and ferment. With Pluto currently in Capricorn, we
are also continuing to see many hidden skeletons
emerging from dark cupboards of organisations and
those in places of power.
Recently wholeness has been very much in my
thoughts – human beings are creatures of both light
and dark and to become whole, integration is necessary.
Carl Rogers said: “One doesn’t become enlightened by
imagining figures of light but by making the darkness
conscious”. Surely this is one of the messages of the
Pluto/Uranus Square and our current extreme weather
part of an individual and collective wake-up call –
Uranus.
Yet powerful Pluto is also about the Phoenix.
Working with astrological psychology and personal
psychosynthesis offers us the opportunity to discover
the existence of the Core that lies beyond the level of
personality. It is when we can be centred, perhaps in
a meditative state, that we may get a reflection of the
Phoenix wherein lies the true gold.
I really hope by the time you read this the rain will
have eased, springtime will be making an appearance
and we can finally sow those seeds...
Maggie Jeffery
www.intentioncoaching.co.uk

Publications & Conjunction Editor - Barry Hopewell*
editor@astrologicalpsychology.org
Principal Emeritus - Joyce Hopewell - api.principal@zen.co.uk
Company Secretary - David Kerr*
david.kerr@astrologicalpsychology.org
Trustees - Indicated by * in the above
Tutors - See www.astrologicalpsychology.org
Astro Helpline: astro.helpline@astrologicalpsychology.org

APA BOOKSHOP

HUBER CHART DATA SERVICE

On-line at www.astrologicalpsychology.org

A comprehensive range of data & charts on paper or
acetate produced to a very high standard using Megastar

books, booklets, CD’s, second-hand books
related to the Hubers and astrological psychology
10% discount to APA members
Contact Linda Tinsley for a current catalogue.
70 Kensington Road, Southport, PR9 0RY
tel: +44(0)1704-544652
email: lucindatinsley@talktalk.net

ASTROLOGICAL SOFTWARE
AstroCora, Megastar, Regulus, Regulus Student Edition
Advice and software on CD: Elly Gibbs, Huber Software Distribution
27 Lombardy Ave, Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: +44(0)151-677-0779, email: software.huber@btinternet.com
Software download: www.catharsoftware.com
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Natal House & Node Charts + Click – Integration
Dynamic Quadrants –Transits – Progressions
– Personal Rays – Relationship Charts …
Contact Richard Llewellyn, Huber Chart Data Service,
27 Lombardy Ave., Wirral CH49 3AE, UK
Tel: 0151-606-8551, email: r.llewellyn@btinternet.com

From Academia to Advertising
The fifth 6-year cycle: 1975 – 1980

by Wanda Smit						

wandawhere@yahoo.com

Wanda continues Diana’s story through her eventful twenties to a crisis at the Low Point of the 5th
house.
In 1975, Diana’s AP was still in the fourth house of home
and family, and everything that she missed in this area
in Switzerland she now experienced in abundance in
South Africa. The love in her new relationship had all the
elements of Cancer’s gentle nurturing particularly when it
entered this sign a year later.
It was also the first time in her life that she enjoyed
being with her family. Her parents, her sister and husband,
her boyfriend and she had wonderful get-togethers, mostly
at Sunday lunches spiced with much laughter. Perhaps the
forthcoming Neptune square also initiated an experience
of ideal love, but Diana believes it was the planet’s creative
energies which urged her to do something more creative
with her life.
She was completing her MA dissertation and also
teaching German at a college, but she did start wondering
whether her future lay in the German Department, its
internal politics and the academic approach to life. She
felt that an academic career would stifle her. Too many
strictures and constraints were put on one’s creative self
expression; a feeling aroused, perhaps, by so many planets
in the 12th house or in Pisces (Mercury, the Sun, Jupiter
and Mars) and the North Node on a Piscean Ascendant.
Socially, her need to express herself was also on the
rise. Her AP was now approaching Leo, that fiery sign that
wants to make an impression, to shine on the social scene,
to be creative. The social life she shared with her Berliner
had lost its sparkle as she often found herself relegated to
the sofa chatting to the women in their social circle while
the men were drinking at the bar.
The seventies were the time when feminism was on
the rise and although Diana never considered herself a
feminist, she was fiercely independent. After all, her Venus
is in self-assertive Aries and is fired up by two red aspects.
She didn’t want to live with, or depend on, a man. That is
half the truth. The other half is that her boyfriend wasn’t
intellectually stimulating and after a few years, she was
beginning to grow weary of the mindless fun they were
having.
The move into a more creative environment came
unexpectedly when an acquaintance offered her a job
as a junior copywriter at his advertising agency. He had
noticed the way she played with words and considered
it indicative of an ability to be a copywriter. She didn’t
know what copywriting was, but soon found out. It was
the beginning of three decades in and out, and in and out,
of advertising.
Mercury and Mars facilitated her venture into this new
area, with the former’s quincunx stretching her mind and
the latter’s trine providing the ability to assert herself in a

Diana

26.02.1951, 07:00, Wolmaransstad, South Africa

creative field, aided by the creative impulse of Pisces. She
met interesting people and often socialised with them over
long lunches or at cocktail parties. This would take its toll
on her existing relationship which she was slowly leaving
behind.
Once her AP was in scintillating Leo, she turned into a
social butterfly that flitted from one dalliance to the next.
But this superficial life didn’t interfere with her intense
inner world. Perhaps it was even a welcome release from it.
She spent most free time on her own. If she wasn’t working
on her dissertation, she was pondering life and its deeper
meaning. Living at the extreme poles of extraversion
and introversion was becoming a way of life. But that is
to be expected as her natal chart has a clear horizontal
orientation lying on the Existential Axis linking the I and
the YOU sides of the chart.
Throughout her life, the strong opposition between
Saturn and Mars conjunct Venus appeared in different
guises, sometimes holding up a red flag, other times offering
her support or making her wonder about relationships. In
1977 Saturn was smiling on her with a bounty of more
harmonious relationship support to which the Venus trine
contributed its fair share. There was much congeniality
amongst her colleagues, she had completed her MA and
could now enjoy a life that didn’t focus on academic, but
on creative and aesthetic achievements.
She and her partner moved into a house, but it was
a mistake: she didn’t like not having her own space. She
appeared to have landed herself the role of the woman
CONJUNCTION No. 60, March 2014, Page 5

as housewife which was the wrong role for her dynamic
Venus. When a kitten she had adopted got seriously sick,
she took the kitten to her mother (who eventually nursed
it back to health) and never returned to the house. True
to herself, she couldn’t commit herself wholeheartedly to
a man.
Clearly this was a case of both nature and nurture; of
her natal planetary energies, as well as her Cupid’s Valley
legacy. She has never found that a close relationship with
a man is the alpha and omega of life and has always
believed that she could get all she needed from herself,
and by herself, no matter how difficult it got. Whilst her
relationship wasn’t over, it was a matter of time before she
and her partner would go their separate ways.
Late in 1978, she bought her own house, the first in a
series of seven. This was another expression of the homeaspected Uranian energy that prompted her to move from
one home to the next. It was second nature to her to move
on, and not only in terms of the 4th house, but also of
the 8th house of corporate partnerships, an area in which
Uranus contacts the Moon in her natal chart. With her
natal Moon being in Scorpio, she would always detach
herself from personal and business partners. Whether the
pain would be followed by gain remained to be seen.
Only in her forties did she begin to ponder this state of
affairs as her journal entry suggests:
For most of my life, I have wanted to be elsewhere.
Anywhere other than where I was. I moved house at least
once a year, sometimes, every six months. “You’re just like
your father,” my mother used to say. “He moved eighteen
times in the seventeen years I spent with him.”
Then, when I started working in advertising at the age of
25, I did the same with my jobs, leaving one for another
whenever the atmosphere there did not appear ‘growthenhancing’ to me, changing jobs sixteen times in fourteen
years, interrupting my career three times to go freelance
so as to be able to travel or study. Where I enjoyed all
this movement before and felt exhilarated, I now feel
exhausted.
Yet life continues to be, as Milan Kundera says, elsewhere.
And for as long as it is not in my daily reality, I shall
wander. And wonder.
Constantly wondering why all these changes were
happening in her life, Diana enrolled for a degree in
Psychology at a correspondence university. Her AP was
forming a quincunx to the Piscean Sun and she was
longing for more insights into the hidden world of the
human psyche. She often thought about inner motivation
and where it came from. What drove a person to do
certain things and not others? But she disliked the course
as it started with the behaviourists whose approach to the
psyche was too mechanistic to her mind.
Yet she felt there was a need in her for a more profound
experience of life than that which the fun and frivolity
advertising was offering her. Her mental ego’s yearning, the
Sun quincunx, was satisfied when she went for an interview
at an agency whose Creative Director would become her
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mentor. This man was extremely widely read and seemed
to have such a vast map of human consciousness that she
was in awe of him. If the Sun is representative of one’s
mental ego, then his was the one she had always longed
for.
This man would have the most profound influence on
her life, one that she would only really understand after
his death in 2001. With his ever expanding consciousness,
he represented Apollo to her, and with his introverted
creativity, Hephaistos, that god who preferred to work at
his subterranean forge rather than consort with the other
gods on Mount Olympus. Of course these were archetypal
energies she projected onto her mentor, coming from
within her, from her Mercury in Aquarius accompanied
by her Mars in Pisces. But she would only realise this
much later in her life. At that point, she was twenty-seven
and not yet aware of the power of projection.
What goes up, must come down, and the downside of
all this elation and mental stimulation was the impending
5th house Low Point which dragged her down into a deep
depression that took almost two years to pass. This pull
into the undertow was what underlay the poem she wrote
that year. Aptly called Muse, it is a clear indication of how
the low points in her life were also the events from which
she drew her deepest inspiration.
I heard the flap of your wings
and the rustle of the leaves
as you perched your big black body
on my tree.
You’ve circled here before:
my branches were twigs
to your talons then.
Now you sit there, watching, waiting,
beckoning with your beautiful black.
It’s not my heart you’re after:
You’ve had that before, pecking at my flesh
till the blood spurted through my ribs,
hooking your crooked beak into my heart
that contorted and convulsed and turned to stone.
It’s my soul you want.
My hands tremble as they set your trap,
the veins thick with life, but dark with fear
of not feeling the silky sheen of your feathers
of not tracing my finger along your magnificent neck.
Why don’t you sing me a song to steady my hand?
Fortunately, her longing for life’s adventure to continue
as suggested by the Jupiter quincunx was fulfilled towards
the end of this dark period by a stroke of luck that would
draw her back into life – after she had descended not only
psychologically, but also physically, to the root of Africa to Cape Town at the southern-most tip of the continent.
Her spirits lifted when her mentor called her back up
north, to a position in Johannesburg whose skyscrapers
she had always seen as representative of man’s reaching for
the higher areas of the mind: for greater consciousness.
¤¤¤¤¤

Esoteric Rulers and Seed Thoughts for the Signs
2. The Four Signs of the Physical Plane Struggle for Achievement

by Joyce Hopewell
Continuation of Joyce’s article from the last issue, adapted from a session she gave at the Esoteric
Astrology seminar ‘The Golden Seam’ at “Face to Face”, Buckland Hall, in 2006.
In Part 2 we look at the second four signs which are
those of crisis & endeavour. In these signs illumination,
intuition and soul power are awakened and can be used.
But there is a great battle going on in these signs; the
tasks they confront us with are not easy. To recap briefly,
the first four signs from Aries to Cancer, are known as
the preparatory signs. In Cancer, the last of these four,
the aspirant emerges from the masses and the collective.
The journey through the signs is a progressive one,
and in the next four, the seeker, aspirant or traveller on
life’s path learns and experiences new things.





In action, this kind of love will vitalise everything
around it
Be aware than nothing will happen which will harm
Leo’s freedom
Cultivate the highest levels of expression of the Sun
and become a willing agent for greater good



In Leo he knows himself to be an individual,

The qualities of Leo are sensitivity leading to individual
awareness. The potential exists for the individual to
emerge from the herd or the masses. Self-consciousness
and self-assertion are born anew. In Leo, the aspirant has
to slay his own personality, and here you could draw on
the image of the stronger lion slaying the lesser lion.



In Virgo the potential Christ (e.g. Christ
consciousness) is awakened and he can become the
nurturer of ideas & potential capacities

Esoteric seed thought for Leo:
I am That and That am I



In Libra he endeavours to balance the pairs of
opposites



In Scorpio he is subjected to the disciplining effect
of the world of illusion and form.

ô

Leo

Leo is the first of the four Signs of the physical plane
struggle for achievement. A battle takes place in these
four Signs, the battle in Leo being to know oneself as an
individual.

Virgo

Ruler: Sun À (exoteric and esoteric)

õ

Leo is ruled by the Sun on both levels – the higher,
esoteric level and the lower, exoteric level. On the level
of the personality, the light of the Sun, as exoteric ruler,
casts a shadow; on the level of the soul it reveals the heart
of the sun itself. Esoterically, the Sun is the personality
and it is this which has to be transcended.
To get an idea of the sun at the lower, exoteric level,
picture the Sun at the centre of our solar system, with all
the planets circling around it – now doesn’t that sound
just a bit like Leo who loves attention and admiration?
The more people come under the influence of Leo, the
more the personality grows, so it has to be transcended.
This may sound tough, but a quote from something I’ve
read somewhere along the line sums up this situation
quite neatly: “What is good for the personality is bad for
the soul, and what is bad for the personality is good for
the soul”.
What of Sun as esoteric ruler? How might is be
worked with and expressed through the sign of Leo? To
work with the Sun on the higher level the aspirant has to:

Rulers: Mercury Â (exoteric) and Moon Á (esoteric)




Develop the heart centre
Consciously develop the sensitivity of the heart. This
will open it – and the individual – up to expressing
real love

Virgo is on the 6/12 Existence axis and the question that
arises here with Virgo is “Why am I here? What is the
purpose of my existence?”. In Virgo there is an awakening
and the beginnings of understanding why.
The qualities of Mercury as exoteric ruler are used
somewhat differently in Virgo from how it is used in
Gemini. Its expression as exoteric ruler in Gemini has
a different flavour. In Virgo Mercury works in a more
harnessed, organised manner, able to gather information
in a methodical and often painstaking way. Attention to
detail is sharp and what is gleaned and gathered is filed
away in memory for future reference.
So what of the Moon as esoteric ruler of this sign?
How might the Moon affect & influence Virgo from
the esoteric standpoint of energy available from beneath
the surface, influencing and creating form? The Moon
symbolises our ability to express feelings and emotions,
to empathise with others, and with the Moon as esoteric
ruler of Virgo there is potential to:




Enlarge consciousness
Overcome the emphasis on the level of form and
matter
Develop diagnostic skills
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Develop the ability to become a healer and use the
urge to re-establish order of a different kind (i.e.
non-material)
Develop all kinds of healing ability, such as healthy
eating, psychology, nursing, medicine etc.
Extend this healing to the whole world – e.g.
environmental awareness, compassion – this is where
the qualities of the Moon are seeking expression.

The unique quality of Virgo is its capacity for offering
service. Here, both the aspect of material form and the
transcendent nature of spirit are nurtured. This potential is
expressed in the seed thought. After the individualisation
process in Leo, in Virgo there comes the first step toward
the union of spirit & matter: Christ-like qualities are
awakened in the cave of the heart. I am reminded here of
statues of the Madonna and Child so often displayed and
revered in churches and cathedrals. The child is either
seated in the lap of the mother (mother earth?) or held
in her arms. The famous Black Madonna at Montserrat
in Catalonia has the child seated on her lap. In his left
hand is what resembles a pine cone; in her right hand
is a smooth sphere representing the universe. Visitors to
the monastery at Montserrat queue to touch the smooth
sphere, and although the rest of the statue is shielded by
a glass screen, this sphere is accessible.

Esoteric seed thought for Virgo:
I am the Mother and the Child. I God, I matter am
Virgo is the second of the four signs of the physical
plane struggle for achievement. It’s the sign where the
potential of the Christ within, or inclusive Christ-like
love, is awakened.

ö

Libra

Rulers: Venus Ã (exoteric) and Uranus Ç (esoteric)
Libra is opposite Aries, on the 1/7 – I/You Encounter
axis. Libra is concerned with the “You” and its awareness
goes beyond the “I” focus of Aries. The qualities of Venus
as exoteric ruler relate to the law of attraction, which
includes the forming of relationships and a concern with
balancing different components so that they harmonise
with each other.
But what of Uranus as esoteric ruler? How might
Uranus affect & influence Libra from the esoteric
standpoint of energy available, coming from beneath the
surface, influencing and creating form? In some respects,
to find Uranus is the esoteric ruler seems almost like a
contradiction in terms since this is the planet associated
with change, upheaval, unexpected events and revolution.
Here we have to remember that we are looking at what
potential can come through from a different, deeper level
when considering the esoteric ruler.
Uranus as esoteric ruler of Libra suggests the ability
to:
 Be creative
 Find a creative way to achieve balance
 Look at other, new ways of relating
 Become more aware of both sides and walk the
middle path
 Be able to judge correctly from this middle path –
this is when the insight/Aha! Experience comes
 Be involved in bringing about collective social
processes – e.g. those involving groups &
organisations.
The formation of the glyph for Uranus
itself relates in a deep way to points 3,4 and
5 above.
The glyph is made up using the two
curves of receptivity )( attached to the cross
of matter + on top of the circle of spirit O and as such
reflect the ability to look at other ways of relating, of being
aware of both sides of a situation and being able to both
walk and judge correctly from the middle path or way.
Interestingly, societies are currently being challenged to
accept other ways of relating as same sex partnerships are
becoming more widely accepted and officially recognised
in some countries of the world. Others still have a long
way to go.
The quality of Libra is equilibrium, and the experience
of the sign is that there is an interlude where duality is
known, and the life of soul and form is balanced. This
is when the equally weighted Libran scale comes into

Ç

Madonna and Child at Montserrat
There is significant symbolism in the pine cone held
by the child. According to esoteric researcher Richard
Cassaro, pine cones, throughout history, have symbolized
the “pineal gland”, or “Third Eye”, and by association the
esoteric act of awakening it. This gland is said to lie at the
geometric centre of the brain, and is considered by some
to be the biological Third Eye. The French philosopher
Descartes famously referred to the pineal gland as the
Seat of the Soul. (1)
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La Balance, Basilica at Vezelay

being, with form on one side of the scale and soul on
the other. In Libra there is a recognition that we can’t
guide or control our desire nature by physical strength
or thought alone; we may succeed for a while but then
it returns. We have to go high (up into the mountains)
where all the great revelations take place. Then the mists
of the valleys disappear & illumination comes.
Esoteric seed thought for Libra:
I choose the way that leads between the two great lines
of force
Libra is the third of the four Signs of the physical
plane struggle for achievement. It typifies the aspirant
trying to balance the pairs of opposites.

÷

Scorpio

Rulers: Pluto É (exoteric) and Mars Ä (esoteric)
Scorpio is on the 2/8 Possessions axis, and is concerned
with possessions beyond the personal. It is the possessions
which are used and shared by society that are focussed
upon here.
The qualities of Pluto as exoteric ruler are well-known
in connection with Scorpio. The intensity, depth and
incisive perception are considered here, along with the
transformative aspect of Pluto and Scorpio.
What then of Mars as esoteric ruler? How might Mars
affect and influence Scorpio from the esoteric standpoint
of energy available from beneath the surface, influencing
and creating form? Mars is the ancient ruler of Scorpio
and there are allusions to this in the seed thought, where
“battle” is one of the keywords. A battle requires courage,
skill and strategy.
Louise Huber has suggested that Scorpio must learn to
free himself from mental captivity and learn to live with
uncertainties. This is definitely not easy for a Fixed sign!
The theme here is one of security and loss, with Scorpio’s
task being to transform itself through battle and triumph
and to become new once again. We can relate this task to
the transformation of the mythological Phoenix renewing
itself by going though fire to be reborn. A modern day
example of renewal is seen on our TV screens in the long-

running Dr. Who series, with the Doctor periodically
morphing into a new physical shape.
Mars as esoteric ruler of Scorpio suggests the ability
to:
 Deplete and kill off the desire nature
 This aspect of human nature inhibits development
of the soul and stimulates desire
 What is being aimed for is a soul-infused
personality
 Killing off the desire nature paves the way of the
path of resurrection
 There are tones of Pluto and Mars at work together
here – Pluto exoterically opens things up for
transformation
 Esoterically, Mars can do the pioneering work,
clearing the way to allow for transformation and
rebirth to happen
The qualities of Scorpio are conflict, test, trial
and triumph. There is crisis; there are moments of
reorientation, and then the turning point in the life
of the individual and humanity. In Scorpio the tests
are about what will triumph. Will it be form or Christ
consciousness, the Higher Self or the lower self, the real
or the unreal, what is true or what is illusion?
Esoteric seed thought for Scorpio:
Warrior I am, and from the battle I emerge triumphant
Scorpio is the last of the four signs of the physical
plane struggle for achievement. It is concerned with
overcoming illusion, and seeing with clarity what is true.

Summary
The second four signs are those of crisis & endeavour. In
them the aspirant connects with and uses illumination,
intuition and soul power. There is a great battle going
on in these signs. Remember that in Cancer the aspirant
emerges from the masses and the collective. In Leo he
knows himself to be an individual – the potential Christ
– in that he develops a Christ-like consciousness and
inclusiveness. Then in Virgo, he becomes the nurturer
of ideas and potential capacities. He endeavours to
balance the pairs of opposites in Libra, and in Scorpio
he is subjected to the disciplining effect of the world of
illusion and form.
References and suggested reading
(1) The website of writer and journalist Richard Cassaro is
packed full of fascinating information about ancient and occult
symbolism.
www.richardcassaro.com/occult-symbolismbehind-pine-cone-art-architecture
(2) Alice Bailey – The Labours of Hercules. This is readable and
interesting, and forms the basis of the material discussed in
this article.
(3) If you’re inspired to find out more about myths in astrology
try Mythic Astrology by Ariel Guttman and Kenneth Johnson.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Entering the Crystal Maze
by Kim Earl
In the last two issues of Conjunction (No.58 and No.59), Kim has shared with readers the imaginative
story of her sub-personalities as they start an expedition into the Crystal Maze. The story continues.
The Crystal Maze is analogous with astrology, our natal
charts and perhaps most importantly our life journey as
we seek connection with our highest self and learn how
to tread the path and leave our footprints in the sand.
In my last ‘chapter’ we found Athena Blue (my Venus
in Cancer) instigating an expedition into the Maze. She
was insistent in her demands, she told me she had been
waiting a long time but that Now was The Time. Entry
was no-longer an option and we were to enter via the 11th
chamber (11th house). The Game Master (the aspects)
supported her demands. I was assured safe passage as we
went in search of the Source (centre of the chart) where
I would gain the answer to my deepest questions. I was
asked to find a group of worthy travelling companions
and told to bring Star Maps and Radix Keys, plus my
journal. Upon entry into the Maze I was instructed to
take the path of the Blue Trine from Athena to Dark
Angel (my Neptune in Scorpio). Here I was told that I
would work with my group to find out where we belong
and develop a philosophy and concepts for the benefit of
humanity!
Athena Blue was my creation; an image I had created
embodying the essence of my Venus in Cancer. It was
when I described her as inanimate that she took issue.
Since them she has been tenacious in her approach.
Working at me from all angles, she cares passionately
that we take this journey, like a mother protecting a child
she is lighting the way and I find that I am powerless to
resist, after all I created her and I know that she has my
interests at heart. She will not do anything that isn’t for
the greatest good. She is my sacred feminine, stuck in
the past for so long, her demands and those of the Game
Master demand my attention.
As I have started re-visiting the words from my last
article, I am blown away! What on earth am I asking
myself? It is if I hadn’t written them, as if directed from
some deeper source. I remind myself that it is The Source,
that I am seeking and I have managed to calm myself and
take a look at how I am doing with Athena’s challenge.
In my ordinary daily realm, I have started my creative
group. I have a group with signs across the zodiac. We all
have a print-out of our Natal Charts – I decide that these
are our ‘Star Maps’
Athena is flapping her wings
‘Yes, they are your Star Maps. They conform to Laws of
the Stars; they chart who we are, why we are here, where we
have come from and where we are going. Yes; these are your
Star Maps’.
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In our sessions we are making ‘soul tarot cards’. In our
first session we made a card using our intuition to create
an image from our charts – I decide that these are our
‘Radix Keys’
Athena is triumphant; she is blowing into her shell.
‘Yes, they are your Radix Keys. The images you have
created depict not only who you are today, but who you can
be. You will decode the meaning as you travel through the
Maze, as you journey through the chambers and meet your
‘soul tarot’ characters you will understand and they will help
you decode your Key. When you arrive at the Source, you can
ask any final question!’
I listen intently! I wonder about the instructions to
start the journey to the 4th chamber. There is a lot to
take in and I am worrying about the demands of that 4th
chamber. As if sensing my concerning, I hear the clear
voice of the Game Master.
‘There is nothing to fear and there is no hurry. Your
journey is best taken slowly and steadily. You have all your
life and in this journey, time is of no consideration’. The
blue trine contains a reserve of energy for you. Enjoy what
it has to offer. You will be travelling into the depth of your
subconscious to meet with Dark Angel, in the 4th chamber
and here you will find your roots in the collective and your
sense of belonging. There is no hurry. Your roots are deep;
they await you whenever you are ready. They will help you
to give consideration to your philosophy, we are all here for
the ‘benefit of humanity’. Give no concern to this now. When
you are ready, the point will be clear. You will know and you
will understand’
I feel happier hearing this and decide to concentrate
on what Athena was saying about the Radix Key. What
did it symbolise and what could it mean? I give this
matter my due consideration.
I have always been clear about the imagery in my natal
chart. As soon as I saw my chart, I saw a bow and arrow.
Working with APA has intensified the imagery. This is
the image of my Radix Key – I called her my Shooting
Star.
She is a kneeling image of ‘Isis’ the Egyptian Deity,
she is holding a bow and aims green and blue rays
towards a be-jewelled apple. Upon her head is a feather,
she concentrates as she focuses; her eyes leading the
green rays, her heart the blue. She is suspended amid the
constellations with Perseids in the background. I am a
Leo and my mother always told me I was born under a
shooting star. I now know that this is an annual event as
meteors shower the skies originating from the Perseids.

My Radix Key – ‘Shooting Star’

My Star Map
A large eye watches from behind, the concentration
in this area representing the stellium in my natal chart. I
have always been a ‘searcher’ and I now understand how
this is represented in my chart. In my latest assignment
I learnt that the search triangles in my chart embody the
idea of ‘divine discontent’. In my image ‘Isis’ is firing
at the apple! I consider what I have read in my course
notes; ‘the planet where the trine and the quincunx meet
poses the question (my apple), the answer is sought at the
opposite end of the figure. The all green planet acts as the
goal. At the green blue planet one can absorb, understand
and earth ones experience!
I certainly wish to resolve any ‘divine discontent’ and
I find myself absorbed by the prospect that in my chart,
in my maze on my Star Map. I really do have the answer!
I have been looking at my questions as the answer. I have
things the wrong way round. I stare at the images again
and allow the ‘gravity’ to settle within me. As I do so I
have a sense of shifting from one dimension into another.

As if I am stepping into a different world, a different
universe. My goal I realise is ‘Isis’. OMG my goal is ME!
‘Welcome’ says a voice out of no-where.
‘You have gained your entry into the Crystal Maze’. This
is your Game Master and you have understood that you have
been seeking your goal in the wrong place. We need to look
inside to find all our answers’.
A voice I haven’t heard before speaks. It is Dark Angel!
‘Well done my friend! You have experienced the true
meaning of an easily made statement – ‘look inside’. I am
waiting for you but I sense a desire to seek in a new direction.
It is important to me that you follow your intuition and have
true purpose as you journey. Athena Blue gave instruction to
follow the trine to me. In moving dimension, you follow the
other path. We can explore the depths of the 4th chamber
later. Go now and move to 1st chamber. It is always correct
to start with One!’
I listen intently and with relief I find I prefer this
approach. For some reason as yet unclear to me, I don’t
want to go to the 4th chamber, the challenge is very
daunting but more so it is the image I have created
of Dark Angel. She is a headless velvet cloaked angel
surrounded by crystal balls, mirrors and she has feet with
bat wings. Very beautiful but rather dark and I admit I
am not ready to make her acquaintance yet! I will allow
what she knows to be revealed another time!
I also remind myself that my travelling companions,
in the guise of my creative group, have all been making
images for their Sun Signs. We have been working away
at creating character images that very simply conjure
up ‘mind and will’ coupled with the attributes of their
sign. This I find fits well as my Sun Sign is at the green
corner of my Search Triangle, in my first house. If this
corner helps define my goal, I remind myself I still have
a challenge, as in this corner also reside Mercury, Uranus
and my North Node!
I hear a chorus of ‘We look forward to seeing you’. It is
the characters in the 1st Chamber; Pure Heart Pegasus
(Sun in Leo), Purple Ronnie (Mercury in Leo) and
Lumber Jack (Uranus in Leo). I realise as I look at my
‘Star Map’ that all the planets in this chamber have a
character except the North Node! I suddenly feel rather
bad about this. It seems I just forget him (or her!)
The North Node addresses me.
‘Worry not my child. What is important is that you are
now aware where I reside. Revealing my character will come
at the right time!’
I am set to stop writing, what I now realise is clearly
the Journal that Athena Blue mentioned. These pieces for
Conjunction will be my journal as I take my journey. And
wow....this truly is going to be an a-mazing journey! I
hope you readers will continue to allow me to share it
with you!
¤¤¤¤¤
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The Art of Horoscope Synthesis
by Nikolaus Sementowsky-Kurilo
This article first appeared in the German language magazine Astrolog Issue 195, Oct/Nov 2013, and was translated by
Heather Ross.
When we come into the
world we are like chefs
tasked with preparing an
elaborate dish. We can find
all the ingredients we need
on the kitchen table, each
one of a certain amount
and quality. We are quite
at liberty to use the poorer
quality ingredients in such a
way that they are barely noticeable or even tasty. However,
we may not incorporate any ingredients into the dish that
we did not find on the kitchen table.
If the chef is not careful to use the right amount of
each ingredient or if he misjudges their quality, the dish
will turn out badly or even be completely spoilt. To put
it another way, from the moment we are born, we are
given what we need to structure our lives in line with our
soul’s heavenly image. We will succeed if we are aware
of the potential and limitations of our abilities, as it can
be equally disastrous to under or overestimate them. We
should use our free will to develop our talents, once we
have identified them. Our soul’s heavenly image can be
found in our birth chart. An astrological psychologist
can provide an accurate interpretation, if required, which
would reveal any strengths and weaknesses. The birth
chart also reveals the obstacles that stand in our way as
well as any achievements that our innate abilities may
make possible. Dangers can be identified against which
precautions must be taken, and our strengths can be
developed in the most intelligent and most advantageous
way, thus allowing us to pursue our goals and increasing
our chances of success.
“Those who know their own heavenly soul image and
use it to guide their life should never complain that they
have failed.”
But to start with, most people are not able to see
themselves reflected correctly in the mirror of their birth
chart or to use it to help guide them to living a fulfilling
life. Just as someone who is ill cannot cure themselves
and needs medical assistance, most people need to use
the services of an astrologer to hold up the mirror of their
birth chart. An astrologer with a vocation to guide and
advise others must inevitably be a skilled psychologist.
This is an essential requirement for many different
reasons.

Intuition and Idea Association
Psychological intuition and idea association are also
closely linked, if not absolutely identical when it
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comes to psychological
matters. Intuition and idea
association both allow the
astrologer to combine the
elements in a horoscope,
taking all nuances into
account, to produce a
realistic biography.
Psychological intuition
is also closely linked to
tact and instinct, and the latter are actually essential for
it to be developed fully. Both play a key role when it
comes to feeding back astrological findings to the client,
whether in the form of a written report or during a verbal
consultation.
A lack of sensitivity on the part of the psychologist
can have a catastrophic effect on the emotional state of
the person being analysed. Just one inappropriate word,
a clumsy turn of phrase, or a biased approach on the part
of the counsellor towards the psyche of the counsellee
are likely to cause reactions that can irredeemably
compromise the horoscope interpretation process.

Analysing the birth chart
The psychologically-skilled astrologer also differs from the
dilettante in the way that he presents his observations. An
astrologer with a professional approach does not make
“predictions” but at most points out “tendencies”, i.e. he
is wary of discussing inescapable life events, even when
his analysis of a birth chart may give him a high degree of
certainty that a particular event is inevitable.
In this respect, his approach resembles that of a doctor
who realises the inevitability of a patient’s impending
demise. From a psychological point of view, it is pointless,
or even harmful to draw attention to a tragic event or
when it is likely to take place.
Whether the event concerned is a death in the family or
another painful event, every incident is part of a complex
set of emotional, social and other issues, and has causes
and triggers effects. The real task is therefore just to define
these emotions, clarify the situations that trigger them
and evaluate their possible effects. The tragic event as such
can remain unmentioned, as it is ultimately unimportant
from a psychological perspective. For example, if a person
is seriously ill and their birth chart indicates a strong
probability of their impending demise and if that person
himself asks about his chances of recovery, common sense
alone would dictate against bluntly revealing the truth.
Instead, the astrologer must find a way of telling the
truth without bewildering the patient. The way he does

this will be different in every case, hence the importance
of gaining an accurate understanding of the individual
make-up of each psychological factor. Above all, the
answer he gives should correspond to the circumstances
and anticipated consequences of the patient’s passing.
For example, this could involve dealing with a will
or other regulatory issues, which there would be time
for if the patient is likely to recover, but which must be
dealt with very urgently if recovery is unlikely. In such
cases, a different pretext should be used to encourage the
dying patient to make these arrangements. If the person
concerned is worried about someone else’s life, the same
psychological sensitivity should also be employed. The
following case is a good example.

Limits of scope of activity
Of course, astrologers must also use psychological
sensitivity in cases that involve telling the patient about
limitations in the scope of his activities that he should
not overstep to avoid being disappointed or even coming
to serious harm. Typically this involves risks caused by
excessive ambition or a craving for recognition. There
are actually a great many people who, despite an almost
complete lack of ability, are still desperate to transcend
their usually very limited scope of activity.
In such cases, ambition and the desire for recognition
appear in the birth chart as innate characteristics that
are impossible to fulfil during the person’s lifetime.
How can this tension be resolved and the person
concerned protected from serious failure and unhealthy
disappointment? The fundamental problematic of
cases of this type, i.e. on the one hand limited scope of
activity and on the other, unbridled ambition and the
craving for recognition, is very common, although every
individual case is very different. A mechanical application
of astrological deductions (reasoning) can in such cases
lead to dangerous misjudgements and therefore also to
completely incorrect conclusions. These cases therefore
also require psychological reflection on the part of the
astrologer, who must show great empathy and exercise
the utmost caution in the wording of his advice.

The action of free will
The above example illustrates how astrological analysis
reveals the existence of aspects of our lives that cannot be
shaped or controlled by the free will. Death as a subjective
or objective event, illnesses, accidents of all kinds that are
indicated in the birth chart are indeed beyond the control
of free will, and there are undoubtedly many other events
that happen to people that are impossible to avoid. To a
certain extent, all events of this nature may be considered
as inevitable destiny, but in reality, such events represent
only a very small minority of life experiences, the vast
majority of which are completely controllable by free will.
Even when it comes to the largely predetermined spheres
of activity, there are no intrinsic, unavoidable acts of fate.
Despite being “predetermined”, the certainty that comes

from knowing its true extent and limitations diminishes
its inevitability, and is what enables it to be controlled by
the free will. The same applies to other innate abilities.
While it is not possible to turn an average person into
a genius, all talents may be developed and can therefore
be controlled by our free will. Even the most beautiful
flowering plant will wither and die if it is not looked after
correctly. But if it is tended with care it will bloom and
thrive.

Astrological Diagnosis
With very rare exceptions, every birth chart reveals
at first glance the subject’s sphere of activity and their
limitations. The same is also true for the extent and nature
of the subject’s existence-determining intellectual gifts
and abilities. However, deductions derived from clues in
the birth chart are not enough to make a full astrological
diagnosis; the astrologer needs intuition and the ability
to connect ideas in order to combine the analysis results
into a convincing whole. This requirement is all the more
necessary when this diagnosis informs feedback provided
to the client regarding their intellectual gifts, abilities,
life circumstances and the dynamic possibilities for
developing all their existential conditions. In this regard,
there are two key differences that separate the modern
astrologer firstly from his predecessors and secondly from
“astrological” and other fortune-tellers who “predict”
future events. Although such predictions may be just as
accurate as serious astrological “prognoses”, the astrologer
should always provide more than this. Every outcome of
the development process identified in the birth chart, is,
as mentioned above, logically connected with all other
aspects and phenomena of a person’s life.
The presence of numerous conflicts may be ‘logical’
here, and it is precisely the presence of these inner
conflicts and tensions of varying extents and magnitudes
that indicates a more or less richly fulfilled life. The
realistic integration of all its multi-facetted strengths
and possibilities in a picture of a person’s character is
the hardest, but also the most worthwhile, task of the
astrologer. If he lacks experience or loses his psychological
sensitivity he will automatically sink to the level of a
common or garden fortune-teller. However, if he is able to
situate probable life events as revealed in the astrological
diagnosis in a realistic framework, then he can practice as
a psychological counsellor with a clear conscience. Then
his comments, unlike ‘simple predictions’ will not shock
the client, as is almost always the case with incoherent
fortune telling involving ‘bad news’. Instead, he will
usually manage to find the right way to enlighten the
client about more unpleasant potential life events, and to
warn him of possible dangers. What matters is preparing
the client for them, i.e. the timely creation of the mental
preconditions that enable him to accept a tragic event as
calmly as possible.
¤¤¤¤¤
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Science, Technology and Uranus/Pluto aspects
by Anne Marmenout
Anne muses on science and technology related to recent and ongoing major Uranus/Pluto aspects.
When we look back, the last time Uranus and Pluto where
in aspect to each other was the conjunction in the midsixties of the twentieth century.
It was a time in which many facets of human daily life
went through a renaissance. After all, the conjunction was
in practical Virgo. Well known unto today are the strides
that were made in music with the advent of the Beatles,
Jimmy Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Neil Young, Joe Cocker, Bob
Marley, Bob Dylan, Santana, just to name a few… and the
social reform they propagated which was canned into the
single sentence of “Make love, not war”. This conjunction
birthed indeed what was later to be called the Flower Power
movement which advocates a philosophy of non-violence.
Equally well remembered are the sexual revolution that hit
the planet in those times and the movement for free speech,
for women’s rights and, in relation to racial issues, for civil
rights. Also, a back-to-the land environmental movement
was arising in those very times.
What appears to me less well known is the particular
way in which this conjunction has also revolutionized
science and technology…
With Uranus always dreaming of a more ideal world,
and Pluto always feeling the need to go relentlessly to the
bottom of things it is perhaps not surprising that it was in
the sixties that the first discoveries were made that would
lead to the era of genetic engineering. The Uranian impulse
here was that nature as it is, is not ideal… that it can be
improved upon. At the same time Pluto, especially when
in detail loving Virgo, whispered that in order to be able
to do this one has to delve very deep… all the way down
to the level of the basic unit, the code: our DNA. It was in
the sixties that DNA sequence analysis was performed for
the first time, and it was also in the sixties that the means
to generate and isolate specific DNA fragments were
discovered.
In hindsight, equally unsurprising is the fact that it was
also in those times that ARPANet, the original internet,
saw the day of light together with the first mass marketing
of desktop computers. Indeed, it is in the sixties that the
computer evolved from a specialized machine exclusively
for the use of scientists and mathematicians into something
that is much more accessible to the general public. Here we
have Uranus dreaming of a better world by improving upon
the scope and speed of communication and data collection,
again with Pluto whispering that the solution to this needs
to be sought by delving deep, all the way to the basic code,
in this case the ‘bit’ (binary digit)… communication not by
drums, not by words… but by ‘bits’ translated into words
and vice versa.
Of course, both these scientific and technological
evolutions have their shadow side and their Promethean
price to be paid… as we are all well aware of by now. For
Uranus can be so wrapped up in its divine ideals that it
doesn’t see nor take into account the consequences of
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allowing mortal human beings to play with divine fire.
Hence, the more gene technology became established and
available to the human race… the more it got used, or
better to say abused, for glory or plain profit. And when
it comes to the internet and electronic communication in
general, the darker side is to be found in the massive spying
upon people… in order to gain power and control.
So now that we are amidst of the Uranus Pluto square…
now that we are a step further in the dance between these
two… what can we expect on the frontier of science and
technology in the near future?
In the biosciences we see a clear move away from
delving deeper, now that Pluto is “at odds” with Uranus.
Geneticists no longer focus on one or a few genes in order
to find answers but now take the behaviour of at least a
few thousands genes at the time into consideration. It has
dawned upon them that they need to see things in a larger
context. A similar trend can be observed in the fields of
microbiology as well: where so far the focus had always
been on one particular species as the culprit for this or that
disease, today the focus is on total microbiomes and how
shifts within the microbiome may elicit disease. The term
‘microbiome’ was originally coined by Joshua Lederberg
and is used to designate the ecological community of
commensal, symbiotic and pathogenic microorganisms
that literally share our body space.
Hence interestingly, both geneticists and microbiologists
start to look at larger structures, at genes and microbes as
they occur in their bigger context which is perhaps not
surprising with Pluto in well organized Capricorn…
As to the future of electronic communication… Well
perhaps Aral Balkan is picking up on the current vibes
by stating that the limitations in these fields are not new
mediums of communication, but access to the mediums of
communication, limitations which are artificially imposed
by the gate-keepers, the mobile network operators.
According to him, the new revolution will be always-on,
always-broadband communication and will require a radical
rethink of the role of the operators and of infrastructure…
Something that sounds to me also pretty like Pluto in
Capricorn indeed. Another trend in the computer world
is 3D-printing and the Google-glasses… and also here we
see a tendency to integrate various ‘bits’ into larger, more
‘holistic’, multi-dimensional structures or experiences.
So perhaps by the time Pluto and Uranus will oppose
each other, science will have moved away from the Plutonian
desire to delve into the deep and the detail, reaching a point
where it will say farewell to its reductionist approach…
embracing more and more a holistic approach instead. And
who knows, maybe by the time they conjunct again, by
the time they have come full circle, science will be able to
explain the bigger picture that we all intuitively sense in our
gut on a rational basis… if we survive the journey that is…
¤¤¤¤¤

Number 3 and Trans-Neptunian Objects
by Dominic Dibble
This talk was given by Dominic at the meditation meeting in London in October 2013 for the Festival of Libra, given at
the Lucis Trust Full Moon Meditation meeting for Libra 2013. The title is the editor’s.
http://www.lucistrust.org/en/service_activities/world_goodwill
When we come to look at Libra, we are focusing on a
major entry point for the energy of the third ray into
the system. It is therefore worth pondering a little on the
nature of “threeness”.
The first three numbers, 1, 2 and 3, are the cornerstones of number. In fact, we might rightly include zero
in this list too - zero, the void, the origin of all things
while itself being no-thing. Then one, unity, the All.
Then two, duality, opposite poles. And finally, three,
multiplicity, the gateway to all the other numbers.
Three points make up the triangle, the fundamental
two-dimensional shape. Now the key importance of
triangles in the Alice Bailey teachings is well-known.
In Esoteric Astrology(1), the Tibetan informs us that the
Science of Triangles is the most important part of the
book, and describes a number of triangles, including
the great primary one of the Great Bear, Sirius and the
Pleiades. [See also (2).] And there is of course the work of
Triangles [another organisation associated with the Lucis
Trust] and its connection with the reconstruction of the
planetary etheric vehicle. So reflection on this threefold
relationship is clearly worth pursuing.
One notable characteristic of triangles is that, in
engineering terms, they are the strongest and most stable
shapes when static. And yet, in dynamic psychological
terms, an Open University programme on the psychology
of groups suggests that conversations in groups of three
people are fundamentally unstable, with one person
always contributing much less than the other two. We
may wonder whether this is partly attributable to the
personality-dominated nature of most conversations, and
whether, when the soul comes to dominate in future,
more balanced three-sided conversations will become the
norm. Also, it is an esoteric truism that the spoken word
forms a rather small part of the actual communication,
and that the influence of the aura forms the major
component. So perhaps one with auric perception might
see that even current triangular interactions are more
balanced than they seem.
Nevertheless, there is something in the thought
that when the situation becomes dynamic, involving
the continual exchange of energies, that triangles, far
from being simple, may be exceedingly complex. For an
illustration, we can look to celestial mechanics, which
studies the movement of the stars and planets. The
characteristic relationship between two celestial bodies is
that of an orbit, with a lighter body orbiting a heavier
one - the classic case being the Moon orbiting the Earth.

The simplest orbit is a circle, but an exactly circular orbit
is never seen out in space - usually the orbit is elliptical,
meaning that the distance between the two bodies is
always changing. So far, this sounds relatively simple.
The complication arises when we take into account the
presence of a third body - when we do so we are opening
the door on the famous three-body problem.
So for example, we can picture the Earth, the Moon
and the Sun. Now because the Sun is very much heavier
than the Earth and the Earth is much heavier than the
Moon, this leads to the Earth orbiting the Sun in an
ellipse, and the Moon orbiting the Earth in an ellipse. But
for the Moon’s orbit, we also have to take into account
the Sun’s attraction. In his famous Principia, Newton
tackled exactly this problem, and helped to explain some
of the irregularities which astronomers had observed
in the Moon’s motion. Some, but not all - and this is
not because Newton knew nothing of Einstein’s more
sophisticated theory of gravitation, General Relativity.
It is simply because, even in Newtonian gravitation, the
complexity of the calculations is too great for anyone
before the era of computers to do it full justice.
Now the Sun-Earth-Moon system is a relatively simple
version of the three-body problem. In a way, because of
the different masses of the bodies, it approximates to two
two-body problems. But when the masses of the bodies
are nearer to each other, the complexity of the orbits can
begin to get really fearsome. In fact, only this year, two
researchers in Serbia discovered thirteen new types of
orbit for the three-body problem. Some of these orbits are
as tangled up as balls of yarn. As another example of this
three-body complexity, consider the asteroid Cruithne,
and its relation to the Earth and the Sun. Cruithne orbits
the Sun in almost exactly one Earth year, in an elliptical
orbit that overlaps the Earth’s orbit, but inclined at an
angle of about 19 degrees to us - so there’s fortunately
no need to worry about it colliding with us. However,
something even stranger occurs. Because of this curious
coincidence of orbital periods, it appears, from the
standpoint of the Earth, as if Cruithne moves around the
Earth in a path that resembles a kidney bean in shape,
leading some to dub Cruithne Earth’s second moon which is incorrect, as a moon is a body which orbits a
planet because of their mutual gravitational attraction.
[For an animation of Earth/Cruithne orbits and their
relationship see the Wikipedia entry.]
In fact, Cruithne’s gravitational relationship to the
Earth is almost non-existent, except at certain brief
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intervals of closest approach, which simply nudge the
position of the kidney-bean-shaped path a little. It is
surely not stretching the analogy of orbit and relationship
too far to imagine a court or government, with a head of
state, an important minister, and a minor official. Now
suppose the minister and the minor official attend many
of the same meetings as the head of state. An outside
observer might wrongly conclude that the minister and
the minor official are fast friends, or at least work in the
same department, when in fact they barely even know of
each other’s existence.
Now, the major difference between an orbit and a
relationship between people is that, while orbits under
gravity only involve attraction, human relationships
involve both attractive and repulsive psychological
components. We have already noted that a gravitational
relationship, an orbit, involving only three bodies is
already very complex. What sorts of complex ‘orbits’
might evolve when there is both attractive and repulsive
forces at work? This isn’t an excursion into the territory
of the Electric Universe - although some of the Electric
Universe theorists have some intriguing things to say
about the evolution of the solar system when electrical
forces are taken into account. Instead, let’s think briefly
about the complex patterns which might evolve when
more than two people come into contact.
When we enter this field of group psychology,
we see a dizzying variety of different configurations,
in all the many areas of human life. Religions have
their popes, abbots, lineage holders, cardinals, monks,
priests and so on and on; businesses their chairs, chief
executives, boards, heads of PR, sales reps, engineers, etc.;
governments their presidents, prime ministers, ministers,
civil servants. All of the above fields, while presenting
differences of role and title, often exhibit a basic similarity
of hierarchical structure, which, nominally at least, is the
result of differences of ability. In other areas, such as the
arts, less hierarchy is evident, although there are always
more and less successful individuals, whether based on
financial reward or critical acclaim. Alice Bailey’s writings
provide ample support for the idea that hierarchy is not
just a human invention, but reflects something very deep
within the Divine Plan, with the rays as a fundamental
aspect of this picture. And while the diagram of the
spiritual Hierarchy found in the Bailey Teachings
exhibits the fundamental triangular structure of the three
main departments, with a secondary fourfold structure
emanating from the third aspect to give the sevenfold
pattern, human structures, as very imperfect copies of
this pattern, are more complicated and various.
A fairly large portion of this additional complication
no doubt stems from the fact that human structures
incorporate personalities at various stages of integration.
One of the challenges for those who are seeking to
pioneer the new Aquarian group consciousness, is to
find ways of working in groups which transcend the
limitations of the personality. As the Tibetan says, “...
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true group relationships... are not based upon personality or
impersonality, or upon liking or disliking, or on criticism
or non-criticism, but upon a real comprehension of ‘divine
indifference,’ spiritual detachment and deep, persistent,
unchanging love.” ; and “The word goes forth to the initiates
of the future: Lose sight of self in group endeavour. Forget the
self in group activity. Pass through the portal to initiation
in group formation and let the personality life be lost in the
group life.” (3)
So we may imagine that as individuals begin to work in
this way in groups, the pattern of their inter-relationships
will begin to approximate the hierarchical diagram.
However, we should remember that the diagram of the
spiritual Hierarchy is presented as a static picture, whereas
in fact there will be a constant dynamic interchange of
energies among all the centres: if we were to attempt to
visualise this as the centres in motion, analogous to the
orbits of many bodies within a solar system, it seems
doubtful that our finite lower minds would be able to
cope, although from the perspective of the Solar Logos,
the pattern is no doubt seen as simple and precise. There
is an intriguing passage in Letters on Occult Meditation
(4) referencing a still greater pattern - the pattern made
by the seven rays descending through the seven planes
and re-ascending, with the resulting interaction giving
the key to the “diamond pattern upon the back of the
serpent of wisdom.”
Returning to the outer world of ‘simple’ gravitational
attraction, the actual complexity of the real solar system,
which has of course many more bodies than three, is also
bewildering. An early attempt to detect an underlying
pattern was made towards the end of the sixteenth
century, when the great astronomer Johannes Kepler
speculated that the orbits of the planets from Mercury to
Saturn could be enclosed by the five Platonic solids. In
doing so, Kepler was revealing his own firm conviction
that the physical world mirrored the spiritual - in other
words, the ancient maxim, ‘As above, so below’. Later, at
the beginning of the eighteenth century, the first Suncentred, clockwork model of the solar system, called an
orrery, was built. Fast-forwarding to today, the number
of known bodies within the solar system means that
only computer models can even approximate the vast
complexity of orbits. From a picture that, in ancient
times involved a star and six planets (with the occasional
comet), we have moved to a vast menagerie of bodies dwarf planets (including the famously demoted Pluto),
centaurs, trojans, damocloids, cubewanos, scattered-disc
objects, etc. Even just the conventional asteroids between
Mars and Jupiter number more than a million, and
within that belt the largest asteroid, Ceres, has now been
re-designated as a dwarf planet; Jupiter has 67 known
moons, Saturn 62. Our knowledge of objects existing
beyond the orbit of Neptune (which is about 30 times
as far as the Earth is from the Sun, i.e. 30 astronomical
units) has grown considerably in the last twenty years,
so that now there are at least twelve hundred trans-

Large Trans-Neptunian Objects
www.thetimenow.com

neptunian objects known, including of course Pluto.
Some of the other large trans-neptunian objects include
Eris; Haumea; Makemake; Quaoar; and Sedna.
Given that our physical knowledge of the solar system
has expanded so much, what implications might this have
for astrology, which the Tibetan has called the science of
relationships? Do any of these newly-discovered bodies
act in significant ways with regard to the seven rays and
the twelve constellations of the zodiac? Well, that is a very
large question, and not one that cannot be definitively
answered except by one of the initiate astrologers of the
spiritual Hierarchy. The astronomical facts allow a little
room for speculation, but it should be stressed that the
following is just that - speculative, and very highly so.
The first thing to note is the fact that, as a part of
the solar system, this naturally implies that they do have
some specific role to play within the energetic economy
of the system. And from the human standpoint, their
discovery at this time at least suggests that they may
signify emerging qualities within the consciousness of
humanity, although what these qualities might be is open
for us to ponder.
One reason why it has taken so long to discover them
is their relative faintness, which is a function of both
their small size and their great distance from the Sun.
It is worth noting that small size and great distance did
not disqualify Pluto from being included among the
rulers of the constellations, although Pluto only rules one
constellation, Pisces.
Let’s compare Pluto for a moment with Eris. Eris is
about the same size as Pluto. As for distance, Eris can
even get slightly closer to the Sun for a small part of its
orbit - but it is much further away most of the time, and
because of this Eris takes over twice as long as Pluto to go
round the Sun. Probably more important, in terms of its
possible astrological influence on events here on Earth,
the orbit of Eris is much
more highly inclined to
the plane of the ecliptic
[44°] than that of Pluto
[17°]. As a result, while
the other planets as seen
from Earth move within
the familiar zodiac of the
Orbits of Pluto and Eris
www.lunarplanner.com
twelve constellations,

Pluto’s path across the sky sways slightly above the zodiac
at one point, and slightly below at another, but Eris’s
orbit is much more elevated.
Does the high inclination of Eris mean that its
astrological influence is only significant when it is near
the points where it crosses the plane of the ecliptic? It
certainly seems possible. Intriguingly, the points of
crossing are at the start and end of the zodiac, in Aries/
Pisces, and in Virgo/Libra. Eris will pass into Pisces again
around 2036. And it only returns to Libra around 2280.
Of the other main trans-neptunian objects, both
Haumea and Makemake are a little smaller than Pluto,
and take a similar time to orbit the Sun, but their orbits,
like that of Eris, are also quite highly inclined. Quaoar’s
orbit has low inclination, also takes about the same time
to orbit as Pluto, but is only about half the size. So it
seems likely that the astrological influence of these three
bodies will be quite subtle.
As for Sedna, named for the Inuit goddess of the sea,
which has a low inclination orbit, the chief distinguishing
feature of its orbit is that it is highly elongated, like a
comet’s, and takes 11,400 years. It is at present almost as
close as it comes to the Sun, which is still well outside the
orbit of Pluto. At its furthest point, it may reach the inner
edges of the Oort cloud, which is where the most distant
bodies in the solar system, the comets, are thought to
come from. The fascinating thing is that Sedna’s orbit
cannot be explained by any of the current models of the
solar system. Its discoverer, Dr Mike Brown, likens it to a
fossil of the early solar system. Just as it is still a scientific
mystery, so it seems likely to remain for some time an
esoteric mystery - what subjective role can we assign to
this visitor from the frozen outskirts of the system, which
began its latest inward journey around the beginning of
recorded history in 3500 BC? How does this link between
the inner system and the outer function within the wider
solar whole?
We have travelled far from our starting point, the
number three - yet given its role as the gateway to the
numbers, and its esoteric significance as the fount of
all creative intelligent activity, this is not surprising.
Creation ever moves from simplicity to complexity on
the involutionary arc, and then on the evolutionary arc,
back to simplicity. One of the tests of discipleship is to
find ways to work with complexity, without becoming
entranced by it - as Christ said, to be “in the world, but
not of it.”
References
(1) Esoteric Astrology by Alice Bailey
(2) Astrology and the Seven Rays by Bruno & Louise Huber
(3) The Rays and the Iitiations by Alice Bailey
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Conjunction
by Jaki Rothery
This consideration of the conjunction was first published
in an early Huber School newsletter, and later reprinted
in the first Conjunction Digest. Jaki was once a Huber
School tutor.
Having as much “orange” in my chart as any other
colour, I thought it might be appropriate to express some
of my notions about the conjunction aspect it represents
in the Huber system, whilst highlighting some of the
anomalies surrounding it.
The conjunction is coloured orange. Being orange,
it is not included in the colour ratio; neither does it fit
into the system of associated qualities/crosses, ie. red –
cardinal, blue – fixed, green – mutable. Why should it be
so special? Perhaps we need to go back to basics.
All the astrological aspects represent, in simple linear
form, a connection between two planets. Technically, they
indicate approximate angular distances between those
planets considered, according to the number generating
the aspect, to be significant. For instance, the 90° or square
aspect, derived from dividing the 360° circle into 4, carries
the unconsciously perceived quality of 4-ness/squareness,
and is used to ascertain the amount of this quality within
the chart’s aspect layer. However, an aspect of 100° isn’t
considered significant as it does not divide equally into
360 and so has no definable quality that we can use.
An aspect should be remembered as only one stage
among many within a larger relationship context. This is
most evident in the Moon/Sun/Earth cycle producing the
four phases of the New, Waxing-quarter, Full and Waningquarter of the Moon (with other less documented phases
in between (1).

Moon Phases (Source; Wikimedia Commons)

Each planet goes through this cycle with every other,
but we tend to forget this because they are not so physically
obvious. Overlooking then their significance as part of a
round, aspects become isolated incidents and we lose
the deeper ramifications of their meanings. This, I feel,
particularly affects our understanding of the conjunction.
The Huber system uses seven aspects (a seven phase
cycle), each one associated with a quality assumed through
the number which, divided into 360, gives the aspect.
The semi-sextile/30° is about 12-ness, sextile/60° is about
6-ness, square/90° is about 4-ness, trine/120° is about
3-ness and the opposition/180° is about 2-ness.
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Only the quincunx falls outside this convention, but is
incorporated on another criterion, along with the others –
that of being a multiple of 30°, in this case 30 x 5 = 150.
Then there is left the conjunction/0°. 360° divided by 0,
giving 0-ness – wholeness perhaps, nothingness, and even
oneness. For this aspect marks the nil and the total, the
beginning and the end of the whole cycle, which contains
all the other stations and aspects in potential. Such an image
should provide, then, clues to an underlying uniqueness,
intrinsic to this aspect, which may be explored further.
Relationship
Whilst each aspect might symbolise a certain quality of
connection between planets, all, except the conjunction
describe a “relationship”. The word “relate” comes from
Latin “refer” meaning to carry back, and implies a referral
of one thing to another, a process of comparison, a seeking
out of commonality and perhaps a form of meeting
between separate entities. So, for relationship to exist,
the bodies constituting it should be distinct from each
other, whilst maintaining some kind of communication.
True connection demands, therefore, connection with
perspective, contact with distance, a sharing which will
not compromise individuality. Relationship happens
BETWEEN one thing and another, and for that to occur
there has to be a gap or channel across or through which
each can refer to the other. All the aspects describe a
distance between bodies, except the conjunction, 0°, where
there is no distance, no perspective, because there is no

Ptolemaic Diagram of Aspects

gap between the bodies involved. Instead, there is fusion,
symbiosis, union, amalgamation, mutual absorption.
This is no “relationship”. With conjunction, the gap
disappears, the two bodies become one and, with perhaps
sexual connotations, comes the image of conception –
when two things bind together and a third is created out
of that union.
Lunar phases
Going back to the Lunar phases, the time when the Sun
and Moon conjoin, as seen from the earth, is that of the
New Moon or the Dark of the Moon, when the night sky
has no light at all. This is traditionally a time of potential
danger when the so-called “dark forces” have more power,
for they are in their own element. Anything can happen
in this unknown dark, when the night-light is mythically
swallowed by that creature associated with the dark, as
guardian of the Underworld, the Dragon. But what else are
these “dark forces” but the hidden and omnipotent, amoral
and infinitely mysterious and powerful energies of nature
and the soul which provoke and pervade all life forms. For
this dark time is also the seeding phase of the life-cycle
and, astrologically, the planetary cycles. Concurrent with
it is the initial impetus of the “new”, the immanent and
imminent birth of numen into matter. Here, in the Lunar
cycle (as with all others) the New Moon symbolises the
conception of a process: its energy increasing with work
and effort at the Waxing-quarter, towards fruition at the
Full phase, then, its intent accomplished, a gradual decay
is honoured at the Waning-quarter leading to complete
disintegration and disappearance at the next New Moon,
simultaneously making way for yet another seed-sowing.
But always, this seeding occurs in the dark. It is from the
dark that the new light emerges. It is out of the dark, the
intangible unknown, that perceivable, palpable life is
evoked and delivered.
Conception
Conception must be the most fundamental of life’s
mysteries: the impact (collision of one body with another)
of life. Mysterious and magical because it occurs in
unseen, dark places literally: the conception of a child
in the dark of the womb, conception of an idea in the
dark (unseen) realm of the mind, the flash of intuition
or insight, leaping out of the dark of the unconscious,
infusing the imagination, the rites of initiation into
new knowledge or experience take place (as perhaps a
reiteration of conception and birth) in the dark – caves,
in many cultures – places secreted apart, dark to the daily
round and those others with no right of access, both of
which may otherwise profane its sanctity or be damaged
by its apprehension unprepared. In a less tangible sense
conception remains “dark” to us, for even though we
may possess the technology to physically penetrate and
record the process, the secrets of its meaning and impetus
constantly elude the compass of intellect and reason.
Conception, however it occurs, might be the
spark of a new life, ignited and yet cupped, for its own
protection and that of others close to it, in some “dark”

way, until it is strong enough to assume its latent shape
and substance, to enter the cognisable world without
incendiary repercussions. But of itself, conception has no
shape – the form takes time to accrue – the child, the idea,
the hunch – all need time, nurturing and protection to
manifest their inherent qualities. But such growth is the
business of other, later phases of the cycle. This is not the
matter of conception, which simply and primarily initiates
that round of nothing into something, through fullness
to eventual decay: of itself, conception is pure life energy
activated, no more and certainly no less.
It is this indefinite property, I feel, which imbues the
conjunction aspect, as if the coming together of the two
energies and the spark it creates could generate literally
anything. And I’m not sure if we can truly ascertain
what form resides within the spark by delineating the
personalities of its “parents” (astrologically the planets)
because they, in that conjoining, lose all boundaries natural
to them, all definition: their identities are absolved.
We cannot presume to know which, if any, of their
individual virtues will eventually preside in this new
thing. In conjunction, it might be that the protagonists
of the scene, being coalescent – and this is where that
“nothingness” comes in – no longer exist in their own
right. To theoretically apply the scalpel to prise them
apart, is to imagine that they can in some way be restored
to their sacrificed singularity; a meaningless analysis
when the personal experience of the conjunction will
likely be not of separate entities pushed together like two
passengers squashed on the seat of an over-crowded bus,
but of bodies fused in an embrace so total that it burns
away all differences, all exclusivity, galvanising a new raw
quality of as yet indefinable proportions. Then it remains
always at that stage of excited, unbounded and dynamic
promise for the possessor of the conjunction aspect.
In attempting to understand this aspect and its
meaning, I always felt the colour yellow, rather than orange
or red, and perhaps also (though we cross a boundary
here between two categories) the Air element associated
with yellow through its use in the Zodiac glyphs may well
help inform us of the quality of the aspect [Yellow was
originally used as the colouring for one-way conjunctions
– Ed]. Air would seemingly correspond to the thinking
function, a process which, by itself, eludes all definition as
it occurs out of the range of the ordinary senses: the mind
has no verifiable location, no physically measurable span,
neither can we see it working, nor hear it with our ears,
or touch it. The term “concept” (conceive, conception,
etc.) seems virtually analogous to that property of forming
thought in the mind, images in the imagination – those
invisible progenitors of all ensuing human creation and
productivity.
Colour
Of all colours we can see, yellow is the brightest. It has
obvious, if primitive, association with such brilliant objects
as the Sun and carries a reputation for inducing enormous,
spontaneous activity and creative response – it radiates
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energy, sparks people off. The experience of “conceiving”
– within the body, the mind, spirit or soul – has this same
quality of revelation and inspiration. However, yellow also
associates with jaundice and cowardice, as if somehow
toxified. This brings to mind an image of a strong fire,
smothered and smouldering thick yellow smoke. I wonder
if this is what results from inappropriate containing/
protecting of and shielding from that volatile, candescent
spark? Instead of a bright igneous torch springing from
the dark, negatively, this fire, suppressed and imprisoned,
becomes a dark glower of choking, sulphurous fumes:
no in-spiring (breathing in) here! So with the neglected
idea, the ignored insight, the unwanted child. The spark,
which ultimately defies reduction to a definition by any
who might observe it can be deemed a danger and be
suffocated before it is given trust to grow from bursting
seed to bounteous birth in its own good time. Whilst its
essential quality is so bright and unbounded, it is also
in close relation with the dark and the fearful chaos of
undifferentiated unknown, and can all too easily, when
misunderstood, find itself tabooed.
Joy or bane?
The conjunction can be both a joy and a bane, depending
upon the attitudes which surround it, in the person and
his environment – how confirming these are of creativity
and change, of trusting the worth of the dark and what
may come out of it; or how resistant and how reticent,
how afraid even, of the disruption such things will induce,
without necessarily perceivable or reasonable concern for
the consequences issuing out of their very existence.
I wondered why the Hubers consigned the conjunction
to the Sun and Moon in their aspect diagram? Could
it symbolise the ignited spark that occurs when mind/
spirit/will (Sun) and psyche/soul/feelings (Moon) collide;
when Thought acknowledges Feeling and imagination is
unleashed; when Feeling receives inspiration; when the
Light of consciousness is informed by the dark of the
unconscious; when that dark realm is joyfully received and
blessed in its coition with the light?
Then there is the issue of inclusion into the colour ratio
of 1 green, 2 red and 3 blue. I’m still not clear how this
model has been assumed, but taking it on faith, perhaps
the yellow/orange aspect could be given the meekest
position (as it associates only one aspect) = 1 yellow/
orange, 2 green, 3 red and 4 blue? This might be worth
experimentation...
Interpretation
In terms of interpretation, the quality it represents would
not seem to have a name and yet it patently does exist.
If we consider the qualities/crosses as we know them –
cardinal, fixed, mutable – and examine them in terms of
their describing a process through which everything in
life visibly passes, we would see the stage where enormous
vigour, growth and energy prevails as cardinal/red – the
beginning, working phase, needed to get something
going. Following this is the fixed/blue stage, where things
even out, settle down to a steady pace, come to fruition,
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gently blossom and fulfil their potential. And then comes
the inevitable decay – mutable/green – when things die,
dissolve, putrefy, moulder and disintegrate. But what
begins the process anew? Perhaps there is something
of a fourth “quality”, unvindicated in proportion to
its intangibility, its tendency to flare only in hidden,
unlighted places, secret and, of necessity, occult: the stage
of ignition, inspiration, generation, which instigates the
new impulse for life. In the cold, decaying matter of the
dead, the passed life (life “passed on”) incension animates
and strikes the new spark of life. It happens in the
Underworld, in the soil, the unconscious, the womb, the
winter, and we see it only as it breaks the surface of our
prosaic perceptions, as in spring, the cardinal/red season of
purposeful activity and growth... but something mystical,
from the dark began it all.
So the yellow/orange, the conjunction, in life and
in the chart, may well describe an unrecognised quality
which evades understanding from our present perspective
within the “light” world, because it is essentially of another
order of things which cannot be adequately defined or
categorised. In a way, perhaps white would be the rightful
“colour”, as this is no colour and yet, in terms of light, it
contains all other colours, and therefore, symbolically, all
ensuing potential and proceeding phases of the life cycle.
But besides being impractical when drawing the chart,
neither would this accommodate its intrinsic connection
with the dark, so often is white associated with “light”.
The conjunction and all it stands for, to my mind,
remains outside (or beneath, or buried deep within) the
immediately apprehendable matter of things and yet all
such tangible life expressions own their presence to it:
without ignition the body vehicle cannot be assumed,
neither can it be driven and so no journey intended or
achieved, nor potential taken to its natural fulfilment.
And there can be then, no dissolution, no death to give
space for and to nourish the new seed, the next spark: in
short, no manifestation of life as we perceive it, can exist
without the igniting spark of conception and the dark
realm wherein it resides.
Perhaps conjunction, the astrological conception,
signifies the mysterious brilliance of that happening, so
continually confounding and yet resoundingly fascinating
to the scientific, as well as philosophic, endeavour of
our times, of infinite and immeasurable moment, when
the energy we call life is made, in an invisible instant,
manifest. And perhaps then, those who carry this energy
within them, through conjunctions in their charts, may
have that vital, spiritful (and yet potentially dangerous
when cultural fear and ignorance of its nature prevails)
quality, which suggests enormous powers of creativity and
innovation, if only it can be acknowledged and given its
due recognition and value.
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Reviews
From Symbol to Substance
Training the Astrological Intuition
by Richard Swatton
Review by Ghislaine Adams
In this very slim volume – 37 pages in
all – the author’s aim is to assist us in
the training of the astrological intuition
through symbolism, association and correspondence.
His approach focuses on Amplification which relates
to the process of expanding a symbol (in this manual,
the focus is on planetary glyphs) by finding similarities
and correspondences, between it and other comparative
symbols, images or representations on any plane of reality
or dimension of existence.
You can imagine my excitement at delving into
such a wonderful Jupiterian process and my dismay at
discovering that the author is referring to a Mercurial
process. Reading on, it became clear that the approach
taken was indeed very ‘airy’.
From the outset, I must confess that I found it
rather difficult to navigate around the many categories
of headings. With such a concentrated amount of
information in a small number of pages, I was looking for
a strong connecting thread throughout and had difficulty
identifying one, except that the whole manual relates to
the world of ‘associations’ and not the world of ‘intuition’.
Having said this, the book is well researched and
provides many interesting ideas and concepts to help
expand our astrological landscape. We are introduced to
Dane Rhudyar’s four levels of chart interpretation: (i) the
bio-physical or material level, (ii) the socio-cultural level,
(iii) the psychological level and (iv) the transpersonal

Two book reviews by Sue Lewis
At least a couple of astrology books, published during
the last year or two outside the aegis of HopeWell,
demonstrate that the spirit of astrological psychology is
alive and well, although it is not acknowledged as such.

Transpersonal Astrology
Explorations at the Frontier,
ed. Armand Diaz, Eric Meyers,
Andrew Smith
The volume begins with an introduction
to the transpersonal and ends with a
postscript reiterating the importance
of treating Saturn not as a wall but as a gateway to what
lies beyond. This is not a new idea, since Liz Greene
depicted Saturn as the ‘Dweller on the Threshold’ and

level as well as the inner and outer expression of each
of these levels. The use of these four levels is made
tangible through the interpretation of Mercury in four
selected charts and the section concludes with a synopsis
of Mercury’s expression at each level, such as literature,
newspapers at the socio-cultural outer level and language
and thought patterns at the socio-cultural inner level.
Consideration is then given to the 4 kingdoms
(mineral, plant, animal and Humanity) and we are
shown, with Mars in practice, how the four levels can also
be applied to these kingdoms through ‘association chains’
that fill out the span of a particular category taken from
within any level of interpretation. Heady stuff!
There are more sections looking at Myths, Images
of Astrological placements, Letters, Names and Words,
Shapes, Glyphs and Pictograms as well as Ancient
Wisdom and Esoteric Knowledge (healing, occultism
and alchemy). Ideas that we are already very familiar
with and often use in our own practice. Nevertheless they
are useful reminders of the width, breadth and depth
of astrology and offer us many creative tools to further
explore our own inner world of astrological symbolism.
The title of the book is very enticing but unfortunately
it doesn’t deliver what it promises. My disappointment is
partly due to my high expectations of its contents but its
structure is also an issue. There is no table of contents and
the various sections are not clearly defined - just headings
of different sizes - so that the only option is to read it in
a linear fashion. This proves a serious impediment to the
training of intuition since it engages the left brain rather
than the right brain.
¤¤¤¤¤

the ‘keeper of the keys to the gate’ way back in 1976.
Much as the editors concede an occasional mention of
Dane Rudhyar as one of the most important twentiethcentury astrologers making the shift from a deterministic
to a transpersonal perspective, their message is that these
efforts were unsuccessful and that they have something
more effective to offer. Their description of the role of the
transpersonal astrologer—‘to look past the limitations of
black and white dualistic thinking and ask what purpose
does this experience serve for my soul’s growth’—is
pure Huber astrology, although they fail to make the
appropriate acknowledgement. The mythological parallel
they draw between the castration of Ouranos (Uranus)
by Chronos (Saturn) and the volte-face that took place
in the late twentieth century, with the rise of historical
astrologers stamping on psychological astrology as wishywashy and hoisting the banner of traditional definitions
to get results, thereby ‘marginalizing the transpersonal’
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is an apt one. And perhaps the publication of such a
volume is indicative of a resurgence of interest in spiritual
evolvement and service to humanity in the wake of the
financial crisis?
Here is a brief synopsis of the sixteen contributions
with website or email links.
Eric Meyers presents fire, which radiates light and
heat, as the transpersonal element and Sun as the mediator
between the fire of spirit and the individual’s life force.
By contrast, ‘Moon is our emotionally charged memory
bank that helps us navigate the world’s uncertainties’,
and its ‘core issue’ is love, perspectives with which Huber
astrologers are familiar. Then he moves on from the
geocentric astrology, where ‘we address the unresolved
nature of our egoic condition’, and proposes we use
heliocentric astrology to explore ‘creativity in the present’.
In the heliocentric chart, the Earth is opposite the Sun,
there are no retrograde planets, and the chart must be
viewed through a transpersonal lens. It would have been
useful to have a diagrammatic comparison of a geocentric
and a heliocentric chart but none is included. The final
section of the article theorizes about transpersonal planets
and ends with a reference to expanding the mansion for
the 21st century to encourage spiritual progress. www.
SoulVisionConsulting.com
Jessica Murray is an accomplished writer, and her
article is one of the most interesting and coherent.
Whereas many clients go to astrologers to explore their
personal relationships, more are asking about their role in
the ‘tumultuous era’ into which they have been born. So
Murray addresses the question of how to use outer-planet
perception to ‘transform our guardianship of the Earth
to something more life-affirming’. As in Huber astrology,
the transpersonal receptivity of Neptune represents a
shift of consciousness and a step up the ladder from lunar
emotions. She also advocates working with polarities
to resolve them through a third hidden meaning. In
particular, she would like to see resolution of the divided
perspectives of social activism and spiritual search, and
spirituality recognized as ‘the essence of our true nature’.
This is not to deny the importance of responsibility,
depicted by Saturn, as an antidote to glamorous and
illusory trips: ‘to be a true adult is to be able to walk the
fine line between individuality and group role, between
realism and idealism, between staying informed and
becoming overwhelmed’. www.mothersky.com
Whereas it helps to interpret specific use of words
that take forward an argument, Armand Diaz – author
of Integral Astrology, reviewed by Barry in Conjunction
56 – is entrenched in the role of schoolmaster addressing
ignorant class, and you have to fast forward to discover
the purpose of a lecture on the ages of man with lengthy
definitions of evolution, awakening, and emergence.
Basically, Diaz is saying that, alongside our recognition
of the Great Year arising from the precession of the
equinoxes and anticipating the Age of Aquarius, a
human minority at an advanced stage of consciousness
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is actively participating in evolution. So he more or
less reiterates views expressed by Richard Tarnas in last
year’s Carter Memorial Lecture, which are also those of
Astrological Psychology, Scientific and Medical Network,
and numerous esoteric currents over the centuries. www.
IntegralAstrology.net
Bill Streett charts the transition from the industrial
to the information age through the Uranus-Pluto cycle,
as the urge to transcend limitations joins forces with
transformational engine power to email, and touches on
the technological ‘footprints of the spirit’. billstreett@
archaijournal.org
Dena DeCastro focuses on the strength of Neptune
in the charts of creative musicians Bob Dylan, Paul
McCartney, and Jeff Buckley, citing examples of how
their music came to them, and they became servants
of the work. She places emphasis on dreamwork, citing
various authors and the practice of ‘incubating a dream’
for solving problems or inspiring creativity, on the process
of negotiating with the Muse as expressed by Elizabeth
Gilbert, and on engaging with the spirit through prayer
and meditation. www.denadecastro.com
Mark Jones’s depiction of the transpersonal dimension
as the higher octave of personal planets, pairing Uranus
with Mercury, Neptune with Venus, and Pluto with
Mars, is based on Rudhyar’s ‘Planetary Octaves and
Rulership’, and appears to contain nothing new. www.
khaldea.com/rudhyar/astroarticles/planetaryoctaves.php,
www.plutoschool.com
Faye Cossar associates planets with spiral dynamics.
www.fayecossar.com or www.juxtaposition.nl
Maurice Fernandez examines the death chart as a
reflection of the evolutionary development of the soul,
taking the assassination of Mohandas Gandhi in 1948 as
one example and the death of Damini, a victim of gang
rape as another. www.mauricefernandez.com
Andrew Smith explores location charts as the frame
to internal process. Given the premise that ‘psychospiritual process is inexorably bound to a sense of place’,
he reflects on how planetary archetypes might resonate in
the right conditions and offers a range of interpretation
techniques. dastroc@gmail.com
Julene Packer-Louis links the Vertex with fate, karmic
destiny, serendipitous chance encounters, and the law of
attraction. www.yogicastrology.com
Adam Gainsburg examines the archetype of masculine
transformation through the Mars cycle, and shows how
evolving Mars can offer a way to transcendence. This 25page article goes into quite a lot of detail concerning the
phases of Mars and the issues that might come to the
fore. www.SoulsignAstrology.com or www.SkyEngine.us
Margaret Gray begins her article on the transpersonal
approach to love and relationships with a quotation
from Thomas Moore: ‘Love is not only about the
relationship between two people, it is an affair of the
soul that embraces everything of importance to the
soul, some of which may have nothing directly to do

with the relationship’. This article was given a trial run
at the 2012 Astrological Association conference, where
she gave a very effective presentation. Her discussions of
how to release destructive patterns within relationships,
seek the integration and synthesis of dualities, make the
shift from conditional to unconditional love, and move
into a new relationship paradigm centre on areas where
the psychological astrology of Liz Greene and Melanie
Reinhart are very much in tune with our astrological
psychology www.astrologypsychological.com
Sherene Vismaya Schostack covers violence in the home
as a portrayal of the Jungian shadow www.shereneschostack.
com or www.jungianauthenticmovement.com/project40
Adam Elenbaas explores solar and lunar perspectives
in the context of evolutionary astrology. www.
nightlightastrology.com
Benjamin Bernstein features shamanic astrology,
invoking planetary energy, providing a case history and a
10-step guide to shamanic astrology consultation. info@
AstroShaman.com
In the final article, Rafael Nasser depicts astrology as
noetic science. rafinasser@gmail.com
As readers will have gathered, almost all the articles
cover territory with which the astrological psychologist is
familiar but endeavour to give it a modern twist.

Astrology, The New Generation
Essays from 14 Rising Stars of Astrology
ed. Demetrius Bagley, Nan Geary
On dipping into this volume from
Frank Clifford’s publishing company,
I was surprised to see that each
contribution started with a profile of
the astrologer, including a chart. This is highly unusual
outside the Huber School, and it seems that the days
when astrological students would sit in awe of guru-like
figures dispensing words of wisdom while they could
only guess what their tutor’s chart looked like are well
and truly over. Of course, The Mountain Astrologer has
done a number of profiles of astrologers in recent years
that have included charts, but I think that Bruno and
Louise Huber were innovators of this approach.
The book is divided into four parts.
Part 1, ‘Celestial Cycles: Tracking the Mundane’,
begins with an excellent feature by Wendy Stacey on
‘Planetary Cycles and Cinema Trends’, followed by two
articles on Venus mythology and transits, and one on
how Pluto’s transits in Libra and Scorpio have changed
relationships.
Part 2, ‘Spiritual and Evolutionary Journeys’, contains
articles by three of the contributors to Transpersonal
Astrology: Mark Jones on the Pluto in Virgo generation,
Maurice Fernandez on mental health, and Eric Meyers
on awakening.
Part 3, ‘Techniques: Modern and Traditional Tools’
begins with a survey of locational astrology and astro-

cartography, venerating the work of its recently deceased
founder, Jim Lewis, and anticipating a new publication
by Moses Siregar III. Frank Clifford follows on with an
examination of Sun, Moon, Midheaven and vocation,
and includes a number of case histories. An article
by Branka Stamenkovic likens astrological charts to
passports, some offering more freedom than others, and
Benjamin Dykes contributes a piece on ‘Time Lords in
Traditional Astrology’.
Part 4 ‘Astrological Psychology and Archetypal
Awakenings’ kicks off with an article on the Self by John
Green, in which he observes the changing times and
looks into ‘the second decade of the twenty-first century,
with all the outer planets having recently changed signs’,
recognizing that ‘the world is not going to remain the
same’, and neither is astrology. As he explores the history
of psychological astrology, its benefits and its pitfalls,
his observations are full of sound common sense. He
observes, for example, that the counselling astrologer has
the advantage of understanding the client’s psychological
process but is not a psychotherapist and should not
‘pressurize a client for a psychological breakthrough,
rather than referring them to someone better qualified
to undertake such in-depth psychological work’. He also
cites Bernard Eccles banging the drum of traditional
astrology, but concludes that, ‘as thought turns more
inward, then psychological astrology will, once again,
be called upon and utilized’. One of the very interesting
features of this collection of articles is that traditional
astrology only fills one slot out of fourteen.
Finally, there is a useful article on ‘Essential Skills for
the Counselling Astrologer’, by Rebecca Crane, and an
article on ‘The archetypal dynamics of Individuation’, by
Keiron Le Grice. Le Grice studied with Richard Tarnas,
for a PhD in Philosophy and Religion at the California
Institute of Integral Studies.
Although none of the contributors to either of these
books uses a Huber-style chart, most voice similar values
and concerns with the health of the whole person, body,
mind, and soul, and with our evolutionary progress.
Many of the ideas being presented as new are in fact
old ideas in modern dress, aligned to contemporary
life concerns, information technology, and the evolving
spirit, and demonstrating how many of the theoretical
concepts put forward by the Hubers are once again at the
forefront of astrological discussion.
¤¤¤¤¤

Your Favourite Book(s)?
Do you have a favourite book on astrology,
psychology, astrological psychology or related subjects?
Please write down your thoughts on the book and
why it was/is important to you. Anything from a
paragraph to a full-blown review. Send to editor@
astrologicalpsychology,org and share it with others in
a future issue of Conjunction.
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Power vs Force

remain in the powerless mode of victimhood. The second
is at the 500 level, which is reached by accepting love and
The Hidden Determinants of Human
nonjudgmental forgiveness..."
Behavior
We can easily find correlations with the approach
by David R Hawkins
of the Hubers’ astrological psychology. For example,
the 'levels of operation' of the planets (asleep. waking,
Review by Barry Hopewell
awake) show a related progression. The Map levels above
Some readers will recall the APA North 200 correspond to an increasing integration of the ego.
West conference held in the Wirral some years ago, And in the model of 'The Amphora', itself an astrological
where Maria (now Deborah) Maw gave a talk on 'applied model of human consciousness, the positioning of
kinesiology', which Wikipedia describes as 'a technique Neptune at the narrow neck of the amphora corresponds
claimed to be able to diagnose illness or choose treatment precisely with the positioning of Love at 500 in the Map
by testing muscles for strength and weakness'. I recall of Consciousness.
Hawkins makes the interesting observation that
much fun and arm waving, but little of what Maria said
"While the level of consciousness of mankind as a whole
in relating this to astrology.
I was somewhat surprised to come across this stood at a perilous 190 for many centuries, in the midapparently advanced book on human consciousness that 1980s, it suddenly jumped to the hopeful level of 207. For
bases much of its conclusions on research using such the first time in its history, man is now on safe ground from
muscle testing techniques. The basic idea is that the body which to continue his upward march…" This does appear
can recognise what is 'true' at a non-verbal level and this to suggest that humanity as a whole is slowly raising its
is reflected in the tested muscle responses, which the consciousness to a level necessary to address the problems
we have created operating at lower levels.
author claims are consistent across many subjects.
What of the book's title? Hawkins is careful to
Setting aside the fact that the book leans heavily on
this little-recognised 'alternative' technique, it seems to distinguish between the essences of Power and Force:
me that it is worth considering for the apparent validity "power arises from meaning. It has to do with motive, and
of its conclusions, which appear to me to be entirely it has to do with principle. Power is always associated with
consistent with other spiritual teachings and emerging that which supports the significance of life itself. It appeals to
ideas on the evolution of consciousness by Integral that part of human nature that we call noble—in contrast
to force, which appeals to that which we call crass. Power
theorists such as Ken Wilber and Steve McIntosh.
Hawkins derives a 'Map of Consciousness' (see appeals to what uplifts, dignifies, and ennobles. Force must
illustration), which maps different characteristics of always be justified, whereas power requires no justification.
human consciousness onto a numerical scale between 0 Force is associated with the partial, power with the whole."
It is not an accident that the most
and 1000.
widely respected figures of the 20th
My illustration is divided into three
Enlightenment 700+
century, such as Gandhi, Martin Luther
sections:
Peace
600
King and Nelson Mandela display clearly
Joy
540
below 200 are the 'negative emotions'
the characteristics of power and not those
Love
500
which we all (mostly) recognise in
of force.
ourselves and those around us
Reason
400
There is no astrological content in
Acceptance
350
200-500 are more positive attributes
this book, so it does not deserve longer
Willingness
310
that we have come to recognise as
consideration in this review. But it
Neutrality
250
important for sustainable functioning
is consistent with our models of the
Courage
200
of society
evolution of human consciousness,
above 500 are commonly associated
Pride
175
provides much insight into human
Anger
150
with higher spiritual development.
psychology and does provide a very
Desire
125
interesting read. The Kindle version is
Hawkins characterises these key
Fear
100
currently cheaper than the paperback.
boundaries thus: "On our scale of
Grief
75
This is also not a book about applied
Apathy
50
consciousness, there are two critical points
Guilt
30
kinesiology,
although the possibility that
that allow for major advancement. The first
Shame
20
there
may
be
something in this subject is
is at 200, the initial level of empowerment:
rather intriguing!
Here, the willingness to stop blaming and
Map of Consciousness
accept responsibility for one’s own actions,
¤¤¤¤¤
feelings, and beliefs arises—as long as cause
and responsibility are projected outside of oneself, one will
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The Last European Emperors
Can you see in these charts any common features between these leaders of great European empires before the outbreak
of the Great War 1914-1918 that destroyed their empires? Do you see any planetary positions or other features that
particularly relate to their roles in the outbreak of war?
George V, King of United Kingdom +
British Dominions, Emperor of India
03.06.1865, 01:18, London, England
Rating: AA

Wilhelm II, Emperor of Germany
27.01.1859, 15:00, Potsdam, Germany
Rating: B

Nikolas II, Emperor of Russia
19.05.1868, 00:15, St Petersburg, Russia
Rating: B

Franz Joseph I, Emperor of Austria
18.08.1830, 09:15, Vienna, Austria
Rating: AA
Source of data: www.astro.com
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